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MKfs Selwtn to Jj'uicjHbA OsWhn 

xNDEED, my Jear girl, I feel for yoa; J 
pity you ; for well do 1 know our reparation will 
coft you many tears y ( ,but remember*, my dear, 
'twas unavoidable, or it fcould not with my 
confent have happened. l*ec this, I charge you, 
confoleyour affe&ionateh^irt*, and depend upon 
it, neither time nor abfence {hall ever have power 
to wiakon my attachment, to my lovely pupil. I 
look hack, 1 . do aflure you, with peculiar pfea- 
fure to the time I have)>eftowed in the cultiva- 
tion of the beft natural underftanding tfa^t eydr 
wa» ^Ki4 .to one of our i*reak fex, as jthe lords* 
~ tti'ojn *hirV »?i*nner to call us J^ftwjji J* 
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difclaim the impertinent epithet ; it is education 
alone that gives thenr the fuperiority fome few 
of them poflefs ; had we the fame advantages, 
my life for it, there would be an end to their 
vanity, or at leaft ought to be. The proficien- 
cy you, my good girl, have, made under my very 
imperfecl; tuition, 'is a j>roof*of what, I aflert. 
You have ho conception: how vain I am o£t&e 
progrefs my lovely fcholarTo rapidly made in 
thofe accompliihments it was my pleafure to in- 
flxu£t her In ; or how I boaft of it here amongft 
my friends* I give you my word, I have highly 
excited their curiofity to lee my joli bergere 9 as 
they affect to m\\ you, that they # may know 
whether 1 da noAcifrhar exaggerate your talents' 
r my o\v-u — I !t*f> yoiir r 'co2ipany, my gentle 
Luanda, more ihau Icaiiexprefs; but we mud 
fubmit, aad it is bd tQ do it with a good. grace. 
— Iwifh ycu cciiltl have g6he with 11S3 %ot I 
am not quite my own miftrefs you know— fpin- 
fters fcldom are— yet f que ft ion whether I could, 
have prevailed upon y6u to tjdfhvthe good crea- 
ture who has the honour to ; call you <di(tijghter. 
You fee, Luanda, bfthy<itoixriher'6¥b±ptetRhg 
myfdf, my doubts are ttbt :4 ytt jrfentoved; for 
my life ! I cannot help thHAfitte a tittle Srilf yet 
come, when we fhall ^dvw : me : has^ tio bth«r 
title to claim you as fuch, thin what fdnte ^ un- 
accountable chance his given 'Her. TPhlsybu 
know has long been foj ^opinion ; attrf t know 
you have often chid trie* for rhdiil^ng/it^bUli 

cannot give it up* tk#iii l {&i#6ti\{h' ^ 

- „ ._ ........... . ,_£. 



^rcn^betwfecif^heraha ^btk lit every yti 
'aht&aikc, ttat*ailBS^ylApren%ct 
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A N O V E L. * 

perhaps, too romantic invagination. — I again re- 
peat, what I have faid a thoufand times, Na- 
ture would never have been fo iavifh of her gifts, 
as fbe has confefifedly been to,jtou, my dear girl, 
with no other view than that you (hould grace 
a country village, and by your charms play the 
very deuce amongft~the rufyfcs &ere. ~Ah ! * 
my dear Madam, cries my gentle Lucinda, why 
will you thus hazard fpoiling the work of yqur / 
own : fair .lianlds^ by (Swakcning) iter : vanity?—- ( 
■■ No fiibh thing, child; ; I -know i you better than, 
to fear it. My&xlpr .now talks of going im- 
mediately to ibefouth of France. The*iaftor$, •" 
have: faongly advjfai fo* as they * fyir another 
winter inifingland m^€^iftfrer ^y cfohKi^io- 
ther's life. Alas ! - i lalways , 1 A upgn tfius -ai- 
vice as a laft jrefource. ^h<ju^}; }ofe; her, Lu- 
cioda. 1— »*h I let me r itot l^infc^F ifc^all/nsy ^* 
vaciiy t^kes^ht atth^d^fai ^cai » 'Adieu, 
my -dear girl. Write i<i*m^ihft^tff, ; ^d tell 
me all yet* do, < as well as* ;how you 'do j a**d be- 
lieve ^roe ever affeftio»ately your's, 
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'LITTER 1 

LtJCINDA,OsBURN V tO Mifs SeLWTW. 

i 

xjL H ! my dear Madam, hcftr fwectiy conde£- < 
cending is the letter I am' juft honoured with ! 
how very flattering to the grateful heart of your 
now difconfolate Luanda, is this kind proof of 
f^^ndfhip by.whiob.l : bave been not only fo i 
£^^h^urW;^t:^to which I have reap- 
cdfifclx ynfpqAtje. JJlvantage ! Yes* ihy m<*ft 
amiafiej \m j jn|p gfejerous inftrultor* «our fepa- 

•wtipn^t|s # M(fe5dcqff jour poor Luci&dia many , 
tear*/ %f «Y^ wh&ftrtfaming from my eves* I j 
am iSxppfwrASa # fcAe6faon, that though I have 
loft your loved fociety, I am ftill honoured with : 
a place in your heart, and promtfed a corre£» 
pondence, which cannot fail to render me llill 
more worthy of that pattering partktfty t you fo , 
kindly entertain for me. Believe ^ie it fhall 
ever be my firft ftudy to profit by fo pkafing an 
indulgence ; and be allured, as the only return ^ 
in my power to make, the heart of your Lucm- 

, da fhall ever be open to her generous friend. 
Not a thought, not a fentunent fhall ever be 
concealed; fuchasitis, *tis wholly of your own 
formation ; 'tis but juft then you fhould be ac- % 
quatnted with all its emotions. I tru#< it will 
never be filled with any 1 need Mufh to acknow- 
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A N O V E L. 5 

ledge. Ah ! moft unworthy indeed it muft be, 
could it ever forget the invaluable leflbns it has 
been taught by the moft amiable of her fex. 

I am deeply concerned to find the phyficians 
have prefcribed a remedy for Lady Selwyn, 
which I fear with you, my dear Madam, is a 
proof they think her cafe defperate ; but let us 
hope the beft. Many are the inftances in which 
it has been found efficacious"— this may be of 
that happy number. Your lofs, my amiable 
Mifs Selwyn, would be fo unfpeakably fevere, 
were the fatal event you fo juftly dread to take 
place, that I cannot for a moment, without 
agony, give way to an, idea fi> truly aflfeffijig. 
Sir-James too— Hte^v«s*! ^ Bow;-i^tfpar^})Je 
would be his lbfs?— But let %s not anticipate 
evils which may be for dift^it. .u \ : I » ' 

you kindly bid me tell j^ou all I cioj and bow t 
do — To the latter I anfwleiy h&yrfdlM i 4 ti&Lture 
can be who has loft the fiiead of herli'eart, and 
amiable faftijiftor of her youth ; to the former, . 
that I continue, as it was your requeft, to perfeft 
myfelf as far as poffible in thofe pfeafing ftudies 
you taught me to delight in* To the piano- forte 
I fing aU thofe plaintive foothing airs you have 
often kindly told me were fo perfectly adapted to 
my voice and difpofition ; thofe more lively, in 
which you excel, I have not yet had fpirits for. 
The library y*u have furnifhed me with is in- 
deed a trea(ure. # Alas! my dear Madam, I fear 
there are thofe in the world who would think the 
knowledge you hare given me of thefe things 
but ifiNdapted to. my very humble fphere; for 
that it: fr fob, my dear Mftts Selwyn, and in all 
Bj 
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human probability will -continue fuch, in fpfteof r 
your kind predictions, I have every poffible reafon 
to believe; yet, fhail I confefs that I have at fome » 
moments been alraoft tempted to imagine, • not 
merely from ypur perfifting in- that opintan, but' 

f from feme drcumftances I have from^tfino t* 
timeobferved inmy mother's conduct that there 
is a myftery in my fituationnot fully explained* 
Thisisaweakneft} indeed, I fcaf,5umnpardonable 
weeknefs > and as fuoh I never failed to reprefs the 
filly idea whenever.it would obtrude itfelf on my 
imagination \ nay, I will believe had you not^Mj 
your kind partiality,ffirftvgiveft birtfc to k, fcne- 
ver would have e$tei$c| y/pir Luanda's head* J 
oWn*X fcaViiretjifetftlylBoij furprizcd- my hk> 
ther/ tdt Inch, fljf^-my dear Mife Selwyn you 
may depfcrjd v£o?£i&linda~ moft ipdulgent one 
fhe hasw^i>bfeen2fo-lBo j I fay, I have fftenbeen 
rathe* ^rj>r&etffl^&oUidfo readily have per- 
mit te<&rte^- £iee foigceat a portion of my time, 
which certainly migbrt hav0 been emglgjpfl more 
to &#* advantage, in-order to acqp ire accomplish* 
meats which flie eould not hut* imagine would 
bte of no real- value Jo «*— real value I mean, 
according' to the narrow minded part of tie 
world: indeed, had £he ever exprefled the 
flighteft disapprobation, my ideas of duty and 
obedience would have induced me to facrifice 
what has been my higheft delight, and what, 
I tfoft, will be no bar to my a&ing with pro* 
<:,priety in whatever itatioa. it fhall pieafe Provi* 

..dence to place me fo far from it, that I am ful- 
ly perfuaded it will have a-, contrary effect, and 
enable me to paft thitfUgh life in any fituation 
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\wthr ifl&ntejy, nioije fejiqity fcfean I couJ^hattC) 
. dop^'igyprspto^p thoqftnd things. I. anx noy? ; 
aj^uaipted) \5ith,,, ^nd un&iiled in jjko|fe pJeaf- 
ing; fources q£ aoiufement, you l»tvq kindly 
taught, n^. Ij-trfift t. jQxall n§ver biv^H^^tp. 
s|,:fau#tifln. fa which, trnay,n$: innaa^tly fparq 
iiufne^fjew, hpturs jpf thereby, for the, la^id^blfSiptyr^ 
pofe p£ inlying, my. upder^nd/ng,, a$, w^lj, 
as amsffl^n^elfin, tho% "iVHW WWi 3 )^ 
^nd.h^giyen^me-a tafte^for, an^ii^ wImc^^ 
truly deligftfc. I wi^i hot tqbe.r^h, oVrgtf^ 5. 
%.very mo4eratc ifldegenfeace *tf}l apply. cc,^. 

te&jt m^-rrr- . ' 

**" Miti waoti but little here below ; 
Nor wants that lUtle long" 



Tvbfire: fe nothing njorie, true," my 4e?£ fcicnjl £ 
and.your Lucipda* X4o affurej you, is perfcftjy; 
f&tisjied with the humble, prafpeft, before her. 
_ L?t me telljoij, it is no fuch^iufigpificant di£ 
ijnftion as you feem to. ixnagme, t<f grape^ a, 
cpuntry >*lfeig£, f while my worthy niother, i$ 
{pared to me; and while we can continue tp 
live in the plain, the frugal manner, we have, 
hitherto done, your Luanda .fhall never he 
Heard tQ repine, or figh for higher gratifica- 
tions. Our cottage, though hahi^le, is placed 
in fo enchanting a fituatioq, that I declare to, 
ypu, it would not be eafy to perfuade me to ex- 
change it for^t palace. How often have I been, 
charmed with the defcription Mrs. Rowc gives 
of her's. \t has been one of my pleasures to, 
render mine an hurfible imitation of it. Our 
little garden too ! what a profufion of filets. 
? 4 
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does it produce?- To inc it is an Eden, I do 
. Jfllire you 5 nor am I lefs diligent in the culti- 
vation of it, thaB the fair creature Eve was 4SL 
her's. I have no Adam, it is true, to help me 
in the pleafing talk; but that is a circuiaftance 
I find no inclination to regret. If I am to cre- 
dit the chara&er given of men in fome of the 
authors \ have read, their fociety has fifequent- 
}y been productive of more mifery than happi- 
nefs tofuch unpardoned damfels as my myfdf. 
I will contrive then to keep my little paradife 
in order, without the affiftance of an Adam.— 
By the way, my dear Mifs Selwyn, does h ne- 
ver puzzle you to figure to yourfelf what kind of 
a being he was ? An Eve I can at once form an 
idea of. In order to this, I have conftantlj r$» 
. courfe to the Dutchefs of Argyle in her bloom 
of youth; as I take it for granted Eve was 
formed in the utmoft perfection of beauty ; and 
that her^Grace was fo, I am fully perfuaded, 
not only from the charming full-length pitture 
you hav^of her at the Abby, but by the tran- 
fient glance you once procured me of her ftill- 
enchanting countenance laft year, when (he pat 

fed a day there, in her way to the north ; . * 

but as I was faying, of Adam I have never yet 
been able to form an idea. This is ridiculous 
enough ; but fo it is. 

While thus enumerating our jofleflions, I 
ihould be ungrateful were I to forget qur very 
reverend and fentimental cotu, as -you have often 
called her, from the peculiar gravity of its coun- 
tenance ; and our antiabU poultry \ they, you 
know are my peculiar charge \ and as fuch, I 
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do not chufe, you fee, to mention them with- 
out an epithet as expreffive of their good quali- 
ties as you have given to their fober companion. 
With thefe pofleflions, however trifling they 
would no doubt appear in the eyes of thofe 
born to affluence, and how very inadequate 
they may fancy them to the purpoles of happi- 
nefs, I find they are quite fufficient for mine. 
A contented mind, fays Solomon, is a conti- 
nual feaft. I proteft I think it is even a more 
defirable blefling ; fince tofeaff continually muft, 
I fhould fuppofe, be lefs pleafing than a little 1 
abftinence now and then, were it only by way 
of variety, and that one might return to a plen- 
tiful table with double relifli. 

But let me check my pen, lfeft I give my ami- 
able Mifs Selwyn caufe to repent the kind in- 
dulgence fhe has granted' me. I really Wufh on 
finding how it has run away with me, and to 
how very little purpofe I have fcribbied over 
fuch a quantity of paper. I forget you cannot 
now have Co much idle time on your hands as 
when in the country^:— yet , were you ever idle ? 
—ah, no ! — I fhould be ah ungrateful creature 
to accufe you of it ; for, were you not perpe- 
tually employing thofe hours in which yoii 
might have been fo, fbr the benefit of your ten- 
derly attached, and moftrefjpettful humMe fer- 
vant? t ' 

L, OSBURN. ' 

B $ 
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LETTER Iff. 

Mlfs SfiLWtN to LUCINI>A OsBOIUO 



lH AVE juft read your letter, my deaf girf r 
and confequently the laft lints of it are tliofe 
moft frefh on my memory j ib I will juft give 
you a gentle fcold for them, and then begin to 
anfwer you methodically— How dare yoti then 
prefume to fuipeft, or rather affeft to fulpeft 
your epiftles can tire me ? I will pardon any 
fault you may chance to commit but that. I am 
imder no apprehenfions for the latitude I have 
^ here given you, as I believe in my conscience 
you are incapable of committing any other. 
This confideration ihall plead for you at pre- 
sent j Jib I will on|y add, let your pen, for the 
fixture^ ' be left to its own difijretion ; I am ready 
to take my chance of the confequences, and 
will anfwer for it, it will never lead you out of 
the road of either good fenfe or propriety. 

There, my dear, take that as a Specimen of 
my talent for reproof; and now let me look 
back to the other end of your letter.— I have 
done it, and find my dear Luanda has fhed 
many many tears for my abfence j well do I 
know this is not a mere figure of fpeech, but a 
feft* and it is a fa& whkh gives me real pleik* 
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fiire, however odd it may found to fay fa. I 
give you my word, I fliould have been highly, ; 
mortified, could I have fuppofed my back 1*ras' 
no fooner turned, than ypu trip t away with dry 
eyes, either to feed your amiable poultry, or tP 
prune the luxuriant woodbines which bid fair to 
render your fweet little apartment inacceflible 
to the leaft glimmering of light. 1 am per* 
fuaded you have not yet begun the talk, as I 
am pofitive the pleafing gloom, occafioned by 
your neglect, will, in the prefent ftate of your 
mind, be infinitely more agreeable to you than 
when its obftru&ing branches are brought into 
order.-rls it not fp, Lucinda ? But tho' it gra- 
tifies my feelings to pi&ure you to myfelf'weep- 
ipg for the friend who truly Joyes ypu, yet I 
forbid all excefs, and ftiall cbufc you again^ ijf 
I find any traces of dej^ondency in your next 
letter, which I defire I may have fpon j .aqa 1 as 
tip its length, I leave that wholly tp th£ di£cre-' 
tipn of your runaway pen. This threat Is pje-, 
paratpry to #hat I am now £oing to tell ypu. 
Qu.r day i$ v fixed for leaving England. Nexf 
$fpnday we embaf klfor Lifl^on • thai Is to iay,| 
¥je leave London for that purpose. I gp with 
tfce ,t>efctcr fpirits, as I r£?Hy think my dear rao- 
ti\er<has already found benefit from our journey 
to town., ajiid change of air. My apprehenfions 
for her begin to give place to the pleafing hopes 
pf fcer perfeft recovery. Her health om;e r£- 
eftabliihe^j Lucinda, yqu may look for our re- 
turn to the Abbey f ; till then', make yourftlf as 
happy a.s you can. Your boojes, mufic," .aikl 
^Qjaeftfc avQC^tiQnf $ylev$r preve^tt^ hang T 
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ing, feeavy on your hands, cultivate by tarns, 
yoar mind, and little £de||. I do not wifh you 
lo engage an Adam to affift you tilt my return, 
that I may help you to make a proper choice.- 
Should I chance to meet with a being likely to 
anfwer the purpofe in the courfe of my travels,. 
I will bring him over with me ; if not, we mult 
wait and fee what time and our own country 
will produce. That your kindred foiiT is at this 
moment in exiftence fomewhere, I have not a 
doubt 5 for we are all created in pairs lam fully 
perfuaded j but thrown into the world at ran- 
dom, it but too frequently happens, we never 
have the luck to meet the find kindred fouls ;-, 
which occafions the many prepofterous matches^ 
we daily ice. Impatience, indeed, has a great 
{hare in thefe difafters. A girl takes the firft. 
' pair of black eyes, or White teeth, that happens. 
to aft her ; believing, without farther enquiry* 
flie has found the deftined being— when lo, and 
behold! in a few months, fee difcovers her 
miftake, runs off with the firft man who takes, 
the trouble to confirm her in, it, and thus come 
divorces, elopements, &c. &c. Is it not a clear 
cafe, Lucinda ? Let you and I, my good girl, v 
wait patiently. I feall firft, as in duty bound, 
look out for myfelf ; it will be time enough to* 
think of a help-mate for you half a dozen years, 
hence \ fo that important point is fettled. 

Talking of thefe male creatures put me irr 
snind of my brother. He has declined being of 
our party abroad. Indeed, I am not much ftuv 
prifed at it, as he is but lately returned from his 
travels > To lately, that I have fcarce yet had time 
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io judge what efFefts they have produced on him,. 
You know as welt as I do, he was an agreeable- 
lively creature when he fet off on his tour ; a. 
little wild or fo, to be fure ; but he is now nearly 
come to years of difcretion, and appears to bejuft 
as I would have him. You will foon have an 
opportunity of giving me your oppinion.of him j 
for he talks of Spending the (hooting feafon at 
the Abby, and fure am I, he will not pay me fo 
bad a compliment as not to call upon my Eleve.. 
You need not, however, fhoald be fo inclined,, 
kt him fucceed me as your tutor. — Remember. 
Abelard and Eloifa* 

So you are clearly convibcecT my conje&urcs* 
m regard to your birth* parentage and education,. 
I was going to fay, in order, to finifh the period 
properly, is wholly chimerical $ and that your* 
worthy mother,Js bona fide your- worthy mother 
I give up the point, my dear, fince it is not in my 
power to Supply you with, I will not fay abetter, 
but one in more affluent eircumftances. Re- 
member me kindly to her. You. need not tell, 
her I had perfumeA to fancy the could not have* 
given birth to fuch a daughter ; (hat would not* 
be quite focivil, you. know. 

Now* Luanda, I mull with reluctance bid you 
adieu. IJiave fifty things to do, and to fettle, 
preparatory to our journey^ Continue to write to 
me, and let it be minutely. You niuft not ex* 
peft regular anftoers— that may not at all times 
be in my power j but never let my filence, how- 
ever long, tempt you to doubt my affection— 
Mind that— \ will not forgive your Aifpe&jng me 
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of caprice. Put your letters under cover to our 
houfekeeper here who- will forward them to 
me. Once more, adieu? Doubt not my being, 
fincerely 

Your* 

& Se l w y n.- 



LETTER IV: 
Lucinda to Mifs Sblwyn^ 

W IT'H heart-felt gratitude, and nolefs plea* 
fare, I received the honour of your laft fweetly 
kfnd letter ; -yes, fweetly kind, though in the 
firft lines you have given me a fpecimen of your 
talent for chiding.. I am forry to fay, however 
you may pique yourfelf on that perfection, I can- 
not fay it appears to be your forte. Np, my ami- 
atble friend, fo far am I from finding you mif- 
trefs of it, that had you not told me \t was in* 
tended for fuch, I (hould have fet it down as the 
kindeft part of your epiftle. You fee you rm*ft 
have either fadly failed in your purpofe, .or I am 
but a poor judge ;— to fay truth, I am nQt much 
farprized you did not iucceed, fince I verily 
believe it is the very firft attempt of the kind 
you ever made.— 1 thank Heaven for the pleat 
ing change you tell me is already vUibfc in Lady 
Sdwyn's fcealth j but, -if really better, my dear 
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Madam, why undertake fo tremendous a voyage 
as that muft be to Lifboo ? to me at leaft it ap- 
pears ' fo $ tor of all the elements the fea is, ir 
my opinion, the mod formidable. You, I know 
will laugh at my folly ; but I (hall tremble not 
withftanding, till I have the joy to hear you an 
fafely landed. Ah ! what a tedious time have ] 
to wait before I can hope for that pleafiag intel- 
ligence. But why Liibon ? — you once talked o: 
the South of France. There you might havi 
gone without encountering the peril* of fo long 
a voyage— It terrifies me ! — T^en the ficknef 
you muft endure 1 — - Let me think no more of h 
fince all my apprehenfions can anfwer no otba 
purpofe than to torment both you and myfelf. J 
will only add, may it be propitious j and ma] 
you foon return to blcfs with your loved pre 
fence your ever grateful and affectionate Lu 
cinda. 

This looks mightily like the conclufion of ar 
epiftle ; but, believe me, I have no defign to ki 
you off fo eafily. I have ftill ten thoufand thing; 
to fay ; sot indeed of any great importance.; tha 
is no fault of mine. Depend upon it, I will b< 
in no hurry in regard to finding my kindred foul 
It is fufficient you have clearly proved fuch \ 
one exifts. I will wait patiently, not doubting 
but in due timp Providence will direct its fligh 
to my humble dwelling. I moft willing confen 
to his fluttering about the world, at fully liberty 
for half a do^en years at leaft, provided he thei 
alights with every rcquifite to render the mar 
riage lllate compktdy ha.ppy, amidft my moft 
rote bu&es, or in any other part of my littl 
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Eden he thinks proper.— I (hall be happy to have* 
the honour of feeing Mr. Selwyn, fhoulcl he* 
deign to recolleft our little cortage \ indeed, un- 
lefs much changed fince I faw him, I cannot 
doubt it ; for he was ever polite and obliging. 
It will giVe me pfeafure to prefent * bouquet of 
my beft flowers to the brother of my generous,. 
my beloved Mend; 

We had yefterday a- vififc from the worthy- 
Mr. Peters. He fat with me a full hour. Need? 
I tell you, my dear Madam, who was the fubjeft 
of our convention-, or with what regret we- 
<faft our eyes towards the now uninhabited defo- 
liate Abbey ? He talks of you with* all the fond* 
nefs of a parent 5 and well he may, for he has the 
honour and: happinefs of knowing the goodnefs 
of your heart. Who indeed* has not had proofs 
of it in this, part of the world? — He was gone 
from home,, I believe* before you left the coun- 
try: anxlj indeed, we have miffed 1 him much; as 
his place was but poorly fiipplied by the youngs 
man appointed' to preach during his abfence. 
His language was perhaps mpre correct, more* 
ftudied, than my venerable friend's ; but ir did* 
not produce in me the effects Mr. PetersV^lain, 
fimple, andunadorned'difcourfes never fail to-cH*; 
Our little congregation liftened with their ufuai 
attention, I make no doubt •, but I doubt very 
much whether any of them could comprehend 
even what was the fobjeft on which he preached. 
As to the text he made choice of, that appeared 
to be a mere matter of form; for having grace- 
folly repeated it twice, we heard ntf more of it, 
sior indeed any thkig relating to it. He generally 
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got amongft the ftars and heavenly conftellations, 
the immenfity of fpace, &c. &c. and in that im- 
menfity we his poor hearers generally loft the 
thread of his dUcourfe. Had he continued much 
longer amongft us, we might perhaps have picked 
up a /mattering of philofophy •, but as to our 
prqgrefs in the knowledge of chriftianity, it would 
have been very fmallj I fear/fince it feemed to 
make na part of hit teamed fyftem.— The good . 
man vtfmldnot leave me till he had made me pro* 
mife to fpend a day or two next week with his 
worthy family. He faw. my fpirits had not re- 
covered their natural flow : nor was he furpri-^ 
zed; well knowing the unfpeakable k>fs I had 
lately fuftained, and kindly fancied a change of 
fcene moft likely to reftore them. He made me 
play and ling his favourite fongs feveral times 
over, which I did with pleafure. He was. fo 
good as to fay W thought I was much improved ; 
-ifHJlRtttl make it a point to give up every leifure 
at to it, that my amiable friend may be con- 
1, when (he returns,! have not negletted to 
hd kind recjueft. My mother fs well, and 
" -*- fa t honour done her co left grateful 
thus permitting me to chat with fa. 
edom to one who fo kindly forgets her 
priority in every refpeft, atid allows me 
frihe mvfetf her ever affectionate, and in* 

'%J .' L. OSBU RN. 
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LETTER V: 

Henry S*l w.t.n^ Efq,. to- Jim.e.«, 
Crofts, Efij. 

JTI AD my- father been a& apajou^ for the 
fitted* of my defigjjs.oft my long loved and. 
^do^bJe LucindU as. t am,, he cQnT&npt have, 
Tpjt vipoji any pla&.mQre.iikely,- tQ infcrc i( thai*. 
hi? present cwcdit}oo{ to; Portugal. While my f 
family were here* the tEipg would h#v$ beci\ 
barely in the lift of goflibilities •, but now^ 
James* I think L may rank it amongft the prp- 
bables. Yoa have formerly, I. believe, h&d z, 
tranfient glance at my little divinity. She w^% 
theiv evea then, though but fifteen,, angelic* 
Jftdge of my ^ai^pprts, vhen, after w aWense, 
of more than twt> yws, I fiad bfr npur *t m£ 
^urn impros^t^ tiot only, in the graces of her 
perfbn, but her mind atlfo,, beyond all jower of 
'■ language. No, James ; even the language q£ 
her adorer qan give yem no idea of her charms. 
$Io fooner had 1 feen my poor mother JafeLy > 
embarked, (for as flie is the beft of motheri> 
and perhaps worthy of a better fon, I left her ^ 
hot! till I had conveyed her on board,) than I, } 
fet of for the Abby. My father and lifter ac-i- * 
company her. Mo ft truly I hope flie will findf 1 
benefit from this change of climate. Thefe are£ 5 
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my real fentiments. Ought I then to be called 
a bad Ton?— certainly not;-— yet a fomething. 
tells me the fcheme which, at this moment 
wholly engrofies every, faculty of my foul,, is 
not in every refped juftifiable 5 that is to fay, 
according to her ideas of. right and wrong, I 
am ferry for it, James ; but what is to be done? 
— To exift without her, would be no exigence 5 
—and however partialievery branch of my fa* 
mily are to her, were I to propofe making the 
dear girl mine, lawfully, as they call it, wo 
fhould foon fee what would be the uTue* No* 
nty James y L know them too wdl for that j,— * 
could. I btin$ myiclf to. think of it^ which t 
will freely own.E have never yet made an effort 
to do, their pride would be up in arms in. an in* 
fiahtyx and my fair one whifked away, Lord 
knows where, had they the leaft fufpicion fuch 
a project could enter their fon's. head ! What 
Sophia might fcy to it, is another affair. She, 
it is certain,, doats upon my angel nearly aa 
much as I do; and I believe* on my confei- 
ence, (be would, think me. barely worthy to pot 
fefe fuch a treafure as her lovely pupil> as (her 
always calls her, and very juftly », for it ^ cer-. 
tain fhe has taken unwearied pains 10 cukhttte 
h^> understanding, and alfo to make her mi£» 
trig&of a-themfund atcco3p J ifhmcnts ;. which* 
titikt nousy are not altogether confiftent with 
£ftbjnda's fltnation in life : but the whim pleat 
r — the object of her. care was a promifing 
trifec found it a pleautig amufement while 
ed in the country mod of her life, owinj* 
my mother's conftant ill health* She fooo 
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difcovered in my charmer a capacity far beyond 
her moft fanguine hopes; and, in fine, deter- 
mined to make her the prodigy fhe has actually 
turned out. Few of her fex are more accom- 
plifhgd ; but, as I was faying, I am by no 
means clear that it was quite fo prudent as 
might have been expe&ed from Sophia's good 
fthfe aud knowledge of the world. Will it not 
naturally make her look with difguft on any 
Strephon of her own rank who may prefume 
to pay his adttreffes to her ? and in this retired 
corner of the world (he has little chance of fee- 
ing any but fuch, myfelf excepted. ^ I mighty 
to r be ipze, treat her occafionally with* a peep at 
fome of my companions, your worfhip for in- 
ftance; but I am too well aware of the confe- 
rences which would infallibly enfue; every 
foul of them would become my rivals, and I 
forefee trouble enough as it is, without that ; fo 
you need expeft no invitation this feafon. I 
fhall monopolize all the game hereabouts for 
0.ne year at leaft, James.-*- And if with difguft„ 
as I was faying, on one of her own rank, have 
I hot reafbn to flatter myfelf flie will liften to 
my fuit with the more complacency j knowing* 
as fhe muft, it is the only probable chance fhe 
may ever again meet with of being raifed to one 
more fuited to her acquired tafte ?— No doubt<*f 
it. True; honour, virtue^ and reltgion r I wcjlr 
know, have been fet before her in the mo/i 
ftriking point of view ; thefe are confiderable 
bars to my wiihes, but not I truft urifurmount- 
able. The brother of her friend, too I will it 
be poffible for her to fee his diftrefi without an 
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eye of pity ?*— Forbid it gratitude !— How can 
{he by a more agreeable means repay the obliga- 
tions flie has received from my family, than by 
making the fon of it happy ? The means of 
doing it are certainly in her power, and in her 
power only —would flie not then be an ungrateful 
little gypfey were flie to refqfe it ? 

To prevent all fufpicion of premeditated plots, 
I ipent two whole days here before I ventured 
to the cottage of my chaiifir— for fo flie chufes 

- to call it, and fuch, in fa&, it was, till ornament- 

- ed by her fair hands. She has made it a little 
paradifeoffweets,herfelf the faireft flower. Her 

. mother rents it of my father, and has done for 
many years; that is, almoft from the time of my 
fair one's birth, I believe. I am not very clear 
about it, but I know I was then a mere boy, and 
little dreamt, 1 prefume, the good women had 
brought with her fuch a treafure-<-the chief 
treafure flie poflefles, I believe •,— for by what I 
can learn their income is exceedingly {mail. 
'Whether it is a trifling annuity for one of thek 
lives, or for both, I know not, or from Whence 
their fubfiftence arrfes ; but no matter, it (hall be 
/my buf neft to take care of the future, if mj 
lovely girl will condefcend to permit me. 

With my gun and dogs I at length, my heart 
throbbing with ten thoufand painfully pleating 
emotions, ftrolled to her rural habitations I 
found her fitting at work in aft arbour covered 
with woodbines ami jeflamine. She faw nie not - 
till I was on the point of entering, ft ifejmpofc 
fible to defcribe my feelings, or aftonjflimbit, 
when I few the change two years had made ^ her , 
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-elegant perfon. • It is now perfectly formed, ami 
•more beautiful than imagination can conceive. *I 
**ilhed not .to let her fee the tranfportsher pre- 
fcnee tafpired ; yet, how. conceal them ?— rthey, 
no doubt, were extremely vifiblc ; but in vain I 
looked for an agreeable flatter /in her. Ah, 
James! no fuch flattering fymptom appeared; 
and -yet fiich ;as my <peribn is, it has cauied them 
occafkmaliy rofome of her bewitching fox. None 
could I perceive, Bkt , arofe, and with an air 
•of -fweeteftgeotloncfs welcomed me to Ahecoim- 
itry ; enquired with tender folidtnde far <myj mo- 
ther and After. Her manner, the very tone, of 
her voice, the engaging exprtflion of herJboks, 
\aH, tall, James, confirmed the early r taoraju9ft ffhe 
had nude »f ; my heart*-il (ifked: what :progreis 
; (he, had made in the various ihtdiesllfefti heren- 
igaged in) /begged ihe jrottl&Mtdulgemeifeith one 
>ef ihofe 4bftL airs ihe had:fo;«rftenchaydjed me 
troth. -No reluctance, no afte&ed exeufts^ihe 
.complied at once. James,, the thrilling found ©f 
•Aer voice ftHl Vibrates ron; my iheart. . WcHrraay 
my fifter. glory in her/fchblkr j-^he docs £«edit 
jto iher. ahiKtiesas a (teacher y but natnremay ^oftly 
VQkim the'Jgieateftifliare jo£4)pplaufo;iffor that 
has donermoM^ohcr.fehtottteVCT/didiforany 
jother/of her (fix. II \efc iher, j I <meed / nob add 
twitk reluctance; nmcduuoe rl ."ventwe^iiaificcond 
:vifit,utbou£hi kisLtnratediou* days .^uceJj made 
iray-firft. : oFarewell. JWUh/njeiluecafs. 
. llPour^, ' 

HkhrtSeiwYn. 
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James Crofts, Efq. to Hen** Selwtn, 

Efq. 

d -FqUECSE, Hatty, you 1 Vrill make but abung- 
iing J ha»d 6f this affair. 'You *arc too much in 
love ta manage it as you ought. 'Why, man, 'I 
*can ^fce by'your moft lawy r-fifei*piftie you ab- 
fdlutely ftand in awe bf your divinity. — That 
fentfrntent i$' utterly incompatible with your plan. 
You owe; your «wife- fitter no thanksfbr the pains 
ihe^ias t*k£n, J l tan tell you ; for I^refirou! It 
is not the outwaifd accctoplfthments'ihe ifctnif. 
ttefs of, thtit have thus made a* flying (Wain of 
*ybu ; the J gifts of nature atone, 1 fancy , would 
haveT**n qtritc -it(Hiicieflt fin?' your pufpofe •, all 
' thefe acSjuif cdtrtrcrwffl "only ftrvc? to : mike' her 
-feta J higher vahte on heHelf, strid of touitfe ren- 
x dcT ?our fdrtnSe^nore* ; diffituk. ' Had* fflte' been 
'ttfvaslheoughV to/the ttfitiowof her bid mo- 
ther, my life for it, they wtfultf'toth'ltoVe'fhap- • 
ped at your offer; but -now, behold her a fine la- 
dy, in her own opinion at Icaft, and I will war- 
rant you, aimed with -virtue at all points. Do 
notj however, be difcouraged. Inmoyrfihave 
a warm, and knowing friend. Take my advice, 
and I will infure fuccefe. Mind what I fay— • 
whip her into a poft-chaife, without farther cere*- 
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mony, and drive to London. I will have a neat 
little lodging ready for her and your reception. 
This will be lofing n^ime. And- what is bet- 
ter! give her an apol^A for doing what fhe may 
pofiibly make fome fiil^ruple to do voluntarily. 
Do not vou fee the force of my argument ? I 
take it for granted fome things of this fort mult 
happen before you are matter of her. She has 
been too well tutored not to make a buftle, what- 
ever inclinttion fhe may have to oblige you. To 
capitulate on any terms fliort of matrimony 
would for ever diigrace her, you know, with her 
friend, your Marplot of a fitter ; but if you whip 
her off by furprize, why, how could f^te felp it, 
you know? 'fhe fault will then lye wliolly at your 
door, and the girl will be pitied, and probably 
takeajpto favtfur again by them, when you have 
done] ner; as the only reparation they (your 
family I mean) can make for the naughty trick 
the heir of it thought fit to play her. Had you 
the fpirit you ought to have for one o£your in* 
flammable conftitution, you would not €vttitafce 
time to thank me for my rational advice, but in- 
ftantly fly to put it in practice. You rauft be 
blind not to fee it is by far. the wifeft courfe you 
can take. Thihk of what has been faid ; and 
if wife, profit by it. * j 

Your>, * 

- , James Crofts. 
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LETTER ,V1L 
Answer. 



Jl R'YTHEE, James, how many bottles of c1*- ; 
ret had you carried off when you compofed your * 
iaft epiftk ?~half a dozen, at the very bweft* 
calculation. It is but a word and a blow with 
you. * JjTot quite fo faft, if you pleafc.— «-Tliat 
I ffyall never know one moments petfsB happi* 
nefs" #1 fhe is mine, I confcfe ; but, could I 
hope it %ouid be perfeft, were I to devour her m 
the raifner you advife ?— devour her, I repeat \ 
for ipftly you put me in mind of the giants we 
have fifcth read of in otr boyHh days, Pomade * 
no more add, when chance threw a fair damfel 
in their* way, than to pop her into his bag, and ' 
a tray yrif her* This, to be fore, was making 
qfckkArork with it 5 but I am for a little pariej^ 
ing wft.' I have not fo bad an opinion ehlher * 
of toy pf *fon or eloquence, as to defp&ir of gain* ' 
ing noFoniy her perfon, but her hearts and let: 
me tell you, the one without the other wrald; 
not wholly gratify my ambition. This, FfatoWtfJ ; 
to * fellow of your^ftamp, is Greek apd He* * 
brew, or, perhaps, more unintelligible ; (6p % to * 
<lo you juftice, you are a pretty decent fchbla* 
-for a man of the world. — None of your neat 
little lodgings for me;— no, I hope yet to wan- 
Vol. I. C 
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der through flowery lawns, and ft) ad 7 groves, 
my angelic Lucinda willingly leaning on the arm 
of her enraptured Harry. There is a picture 
for you, James ! — Or feated on the bank offome 
murmuring ftream, fhe tunes my foul to love 
and harmony with her enchanting voice. There 
is another.— Bravo! cries James, the fellow is 
run ftark (taring mad, by all that is joyous — 
what a devil of a wench it muft be ! — Are not 
thefe, or fomethirig to the fame purpofe, your 
exclamations on reading this fpecimen of my 
talents for rural love-making ? To be ferious, 
I do not like your plan,} and as I believe I faid 
before, I begin to flatter myfelf I (hall not be 
compelled to ufe fuch heroic means to carry my 
point. I have daily almoft, on one prete^e or 
other, feen my beloved. She is ever geftle and 
engaging., I talk to her of Sophia— of the 
pleafure they muft enjoy from fo warm a frend- 
flup— commend my fitter for her difcejpment. 
To the old mother I am attentive and civil; yet 
tiot too much fo. I fend them game occafionally, 
and fo forth. — I am perfuaded my Lucinda be- 
holds me with a partiality, as the brother of her 
friend ; and I will hope a little alfo, as thefifchd 
of bier fair felf. My afliduities have nothing in 
them alarming ; they muft appear natural. Let 
me but gain her confidence and efteem, and the 
reft will follow of courfe. This is my plan, 
James. Should it fail, I tan but follow your's 
as a laft refource : but till abfolutely neceflary, 
I wffll have nothing to do with it ; and fo fere- 
well. 

Henry Sei>|*n. 

'•* • ;:V 

Digitized by GoOgle '£« 



A N O V E L. 2f 

LETTER TIIL 

LUCINDA to ^lifs SSLWTN* 

1 T already appears an age fince I had the hap* 
pinefs and honour of hearing from you, my 
dear-eft Madam ; ajbdyet, I believe, it is fcarce .* 
two months fince I was robbed of all I hold 
dear on earth, except my worthy mother. She 
is, indeed, ever kind and indulgent, ftudying 
by every means in her power to make up to me 
for the lofs of my generous friend; but it will 
not dp: I feel it more fenfibly every hour. 
Neither my mufic, my work, nor my books, : 
have half the charms they formerly had, when 
you fo kindly ufed to approve, or ftill if poffible, 
more kindly corre& any faults yoo obferved in \0> w 
my performance. Ah ! with what fweet fere- 
nity did my days then pafs ! — Whatever ftudies, 
whatever bufinefs I employed myfelf in, I mud 
endeavour to do it to perfe&ion, thought I, 
that I might thereby give pleafure to my amiable 
mftru&or/ I had then a laudable motive for . 
driving to excel ; but now — ah ! my deareft 
friend— now I fit p^pfive, melancholy, abfo- 
lutely unable to exert myfelf.,— Forgive me j I 
certainly ought not to encourage thefe painful 
feelings ; you have commanded the contrary—* 
this renders me unpardonable > but let this can - 

C 2 
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did confeffion plead my excufe ; time may do 
much 5 and indeed I will endeavour to get the 
better of it. Let me, however, own, I am at 
fome moments diftrdTed with a gioufand fears 
when I look forward Oh, Mifs Selwyn! 
ihould I, during your abfence, lofe my now only 
friend, my mother, what will become of your 
poor Lucinda ! — not a relation, not a friend in 
the world to whom I can apply for protection f 
Surely I am very particularly chrumftanced. 
Even thofe of the meaneft rank in Tife have re- 
lations, as- well as thofe of the highdft; but 
your poor Lucinda has none. This fefie&faii 
has lately made a deep impreffion 6^ my heart : 
WBik Wefled with your fweet (bcietyvl know 
not how it happened, but certain it is, it ii£vef» 
ftruck me, at Icaft not with tlxe force it does 
now. I have not courage to afk my mother, 
how it happens that we are thus unconnected 
jirith any mortal. ' I fear to give her -pain by the 
queftion \ yet, fince you left me, it has been a 
thoufand times on my lips. I never even heard 
her talk of my father — is it not rather extraor- 
dinary, MSfs Selwyn ? True, he died, 1 pre- 
fume, when I was an infant j bu^ ffill one 
would naturally think I ihould have heard of 
him at times, in the courfe of our conversa- 
tion on our domeftic concerns ! but I never did. 
This Angularity in her conduit pains me-i- it 
gives birth to fufpicions— y*t I cannot juftly fay 
of what nature. I am more and more of your 
opinion ; I certainly am not fully informed of 
every thing relating to me; yet why am I not ? 
-Thefe reflexions torment me perpetually j 
i as I faid before, I have not courage to aflc 
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an explanation of the only perfon qualified to 
give it me. Ha, my dear Madam* queftion Sir 
Jameson the fub^eet, without, however, &ying 
it was at my requeft* k might look odd. He 
maft no doubt, remember the time of my mo- 
ther's firft becoming his tenant, though I do 
not. Afk him if my father was then living, or 
whether he enter happened to hear <£ Urn*, 
&om what -part of the country wc then cams, 
&c. &r— ~-^Tis ftrange, you'll perhaps fay, 
to apply to tfrpfe at fo great a diftanoe for m- 
< formation, .which I certainly have k in any pow- 
er to gain at hoqoe. I coniefe h does appear 
ftrangft even to myfetf. But i can only repeat, 
I continually feel a relu&anoe— a fomething 
which checks me whenever I would enter cm 
die fubjeel— this is unaccountable no &)ubt f 
but fo it is. Perhaps,. I fear hearing (omethu^g 
that may fl*ock-myfcelit*gB. Ah, MiftBelwyn, 
were a$ Tight,: ihouid I ifaave 'teen fuflfeued «o 
-attain my prefent age, thus ignorant of /whit t 
lb nearly concerns me ?— -Indeed, indeed, I fear, 
I know not whiat !— but my mind is not at eafe. 
Pardon me, my dear. Madam, for thus disturb- 
ing youths with my fruitlefs complaints. — -Let 
me change the ftibjeft for one more pleafing. 

Your brother came to the country immedi- 
ately after your leaving England j he has done 
us the honour to call upon us feveral times. I 
' find him much improved both in manner and 
perfon. He ftill treats me with that obliging 
eafe and affability he ever did ; my abfcnt friend 
is generally the chief fubjeft of our converfa- 
ttap;; he cannot but know 'tis of all others the 

%r 
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moft pleafing to inc. Jfe "has not yet done 
me the honour to offer himffclf as my tutor 5 
but if he fhould, depend upon it, I will remem- 
ber your bint in regard to the fair Eloifa, and 
decline it. I believe he has no fuch intention ; 
as his time, I fancy, is employed in a manner 
more fuited to his tafte. 

I truft this will have the happinefs to find my 
generous friend in perfeft health, and her hopes 
of Lady Selwyu's recovery folly confirmed. If 
fo, may I not flatter myfelf your abfence will 
not be fa long as I feared it would be. Pray, 
indulge me with a few lines, if you can find a 
leifure moment to beftow on me ; and the mo- 
ment I receive them, I will make a folemn vow 
to repine no more ; nor to torment either you, 
my dear Madam, or myfelf with fruitlefs con* 

jeftures. Our worthy paftor is this moment 

come in — I'muft attend him. — I fhall talk of 
my friend, tho' rauft now ceafe. writing to her. 
I am fure you will believe me with true au%c*» 
tkm, *nd the higheft refpeft, 

y Your infinitely obliged 

L.OSBURN. 
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LETTER IX. 

The Same to the Same. 

V^H, nfy dear Madam ! in vain would have 
been the vow I promifed to make oh receipt of 
your wiQt'd-for letter.— I am more than ever 
miferable, and ftill ignorant of the" particular 
caufe I hare to be fo.— But am now, fully 
perfuaded, not only that my former fftfplcions 
are too well founded, but that foxne new 
calamity hangs over my head, which | {hall, 
no doubt, know too foon for my peace."* 

About a week or ten days after writing my 
laft, my mother received a letter ; ihe was on 
the point of opening it, wherl I was called out j 
of the room for fomething : — I was not abfent 
above ten minutes; but judge of my terrors on 
my return, to find her pale, agitated, and the 
tears, in fpite of her efforts to reftrain them, 
falling from her eyes ! fhe haftily put the letter 
in her pocket,— For Heaven's fake, my dea* 
mother ! cried I, what is the matter ! \ am ter- 
rified at the condition I fee you in : is it the 
contents of that fatal letter which, had thus 
diftrefs'd you ? Ah, give it me! for pity's fake 
giye ifcjQrte, continued I; perhaps I may find it 
lefs alarming than your firft emotions made you 
conceive it to be. — Ah, my amiable child ! cried 
C 4 

* 
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{he, folding me in her arms, do not thus give 
way to your apprthenfions ; — do not think it 
unkind, my love, if I refufe your requeft at 
prefent: the letter has, I confefs, given me 
fome uneafinefs ; but perhaps, as you fay, with- 
out caufe : I will read it again, my dear Luan- 
da, with more attention ; you {hall then know 
whether your conjecture was right. — In vain I 
prcffed her to indulge me then ; flie begged I 
would not importune her ; afluring me I ihould 
know all in good time. — There was, or I fan- 
cied there was, more meaning in the tone 6f 
her voice, the manner of faying I Jhouid know 
all, than fhe at that moment meant it ihould 
convey^ perhaps it was but fancy; yet why, 
my dear Mifs Selwyn, this appearance of my- 
ilery ? what can I think ! Surely my fears arc 
not groundlcfs ; — ihc endeavoured to aflumeaa 
air of more compofure, and foon after faid fhe 
was going to call on Mr. Peters. I offered to 
accompany her ; but this {he declined on fome 
very trifling pretence, and went alone. Sh.e 
left me in a condition I cannot defcribe, 'twas 
dreadful ! Of all Situations, fufpence is certain* 
ly the moil painful, particularly when agitated 
by fears. — Tour brother happened to come in 
*|jr3was in tears \ — he ftarted on obferving them, 
and jfcry tenderly enquired the caufe. I gave 
fome frivolous reafon, not thinking myfelf at 
liberty to declare the truth ; he faid a thoufand 
obliging things in order to confoie me ; -~ 1 did 
all in my power to convince him he had fuc- 
ceeded, in hopes he would the fooner leave 
me 5 for I confefs, tho* the brother of my be- 
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tered frietd, I would gladly ^havcdifpenfed with 
his company at ehat time: — he fl&M near an 
ho»r, I believe, «b4 then took h\i loave.— JW3*h 
the moft gainful anxiety I fat waking my mo* 
diet's return, hoping lihouU thenbpirtfoft&ed 
w&atiiad ooeafioned ber trouble : f wfcsiiowavwr 
diiappointed — She appeared mutih mar* *o#n* 
pofed indeed ; but *m my tmcrwfrg'my recfweft, 
me afftred me her fears had, all gulrfWi, tie** 
owing to the iftong. teaftrtiftion ftfc hJtd tpo 
faaftily put upon the content* of *ike letter. She 
bad ifeown it to Mr. Peters, mh* l^ad coavta* 
ed her <<rf her **ror — T^W* was all I eould grt 
from her job the 'fiifcjeft, «tha' I am pdGtfofy 
eectaiii <fhe has not yettfaW fPw*j/£-«-Tfcis is my 
prefent ftpatioi*, my -dear Macta*) *hd<hfek 
you will allow 'tis by no means a pleafant one 3 
add to this, I am ra'detfafcie at not having the 
happine fs of hearing from you. — Cruelly diftant 
as yo*«ow are from me, I' .might have heard 
more than once, yet not one line : believe me, 
I do you too much juftice to entertain for si 
moment, a fufpicion of your affettion being 
weakened. I know the amiable heart of my 
kind Mifs Selwyn too well for that j but 'tis 
that very circumftance which diftrefles me \ 
there muft be a caufe, 'and I dread left it mould 
be Lady Selwyn ; fhe is perhaps worfe in health 
tnftead of better, as I fo earneftly wifh ; nay, 
who can allure me my friend has not fuffered 
by the fatigues of fo long a voyage ? — For pity's 
fake, relieve my mind if poffible !-^you know 
not, my dear Madam, how very much I ftand 
in need of that fweet confolation.~-Tis ftrange 
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—but 'tis mod: true ( I have not enjoyed one 
hour's peace of mind fince you left me :— as I 
. feid in a former letter, I believe I have had 
more time for reflection, and lefs amufement $ 
the confcquencc is, I have been led into a train 
of thoughts in vegaid ok my fituation, which 
tiQ deprived of your pteafing fociety, had never 
made any very deep impreffion on me. — In 
your loved company, I felt, myfelf happy, I en* 
joyed the prefent moment : I looked no farther 
« — but now I call my eyes with anxiety for the 
future ; and indeed 'tis gloomy ; my profpefts 
are all fad, all melancholy !— Pardon me, if you 
think I am to blame ; or even chide me, fo you 
do but write. — Adieu, my ever dear, my only 
friend— believe me moft affectionately, 

Tour's, 

L. Os&URK* 
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^"'l etter. X. . 



MifsSELWYN tO LUC1NDA OSBtfRN. 1 



1 HERE is nothing more certain, my dear 
Lucinda, than that this is a world in which we 
are not to expect happinefs, without alfo a con- 
fiderable {hare of mifery. Alas f this truth has 
been verified to me. — At the moment I pleafed 
myfelf with the hopes that my forrows would 
fpeedily be at an end, by the reftoration of my 
loved mother's heath, it has received a (hock fo 
unexpected, fo very dreadful, that I now utter* 
ly defpair of ever feeing that wifhed event.— 

I have loft the beft of fathers, Lucinda, . 

My mother was furprifingly better ; we even 
began to talk of our return to England— when 
my father was feifed with an apoplectic fit, and 
died inftantly, in fpite of every poffible aflift- 
ance. / 

1 need not attempt to defcribe our feelings ; 
nor am I even now in a fituation to do it, were 
it poffible j thefe few lines muft fuffice at pre- 
sent. — I have had the. melancholy tafk of writ- 
ing more fully totny brother; he will probably ' 
inform you of it. »You will naturally fuppofe 
this dreadfal fhock on. a constitution delicate as » 
my mover's, muft preclude all hopes of -hen 
T&Qverji aileaft-thtt condition it has thro wnu 
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her into, renders it extremely improbable.— 
AH thoughts of our return to England are now 
over ; {he is in no condition to undertake the 
voyage. 

Your laft letter, which I received but two 
days before this melancholy event, has alfo gi- 
ven me much pain j yet, Lucinda, your diftrefs 
is in a great meafure imaginary. — Tou fear a 
thoufand things which may have no foundation; 
why thus anticipate evils that may never arrive? 

I can write no more*- my diftrefs is, alas ! but 
too well founded. — Adieu ; when I am able, 
you ihall hear from me again ; till then, endea- 
vour to hope the beft. — In me you (hall ever find 
a true friend * for I am very fincerely 

Your*s, 

L. Seiw yn. 



LETTER XL 
Answer. 

1 HAVEtnuchto tell you, my dear Bfadam. 
— Abs! your poor Luanda's lad forbodiags arc 
but too fetatty verified. — Yet, great as they are, 
they no longer Juve at place in xny memory— all 
cares for myfelf are at this moment forgot*— I can 
think of nothing— do nothing— but (bed un- 
availing tears of aflfc&ion over tkMBeiancholy 
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contents of my beloved friend's tetter. — Ah! 
what muft your feelings have been at that dread- 
ful moment, .when fo fuddenly deprived of a 
parent fo juftly dear to you I Good Heaven ! 
the very idea of what you muft have Aifiered, 

pierces my heart. Lady Selwyn too! — Oh, 

my generous friend ! why is not your poor Lu- 
anda with you, to (hare your grief, and, as far 
as in her power, to conlble and comfort you ? 
—Yes; 1 have the vanhy to believe I«oqkl; on 
this trying occafion, in iome measure alleviate 
your forrofWB, by fliaring them with you ; by 
my unremitted endeavours to infpire you with 
brighter hopes.— Do not, <my amiable Mifs 
Selwyn, give way to defpair. The fhock you 
have received is, alas ! irremediable $ to that 
you muft fabrait, as the will of Heaven. But 
let us indulge the pleafing hope, that Lady Sel- 
wyn will be fpared to you ; that Sic may yet five 
to return, and by her prdbnee blefs the many 
fincere weUwiihers fhe left behind her. 

The news of Sir James's death has fprtad a ge- 
neral gloom over every creature here ; not a face 
to be feen which bears not the marks of deep 
heart-felt forrow. — Oh, that I were with you, is 
my conftant, but, alas! my fruitlefs prayer.— 
Tell me, Mifs Selwyn, is it impracticable ? — No 
filly fears, no dangers, however certain, fhould 
deter me. — Ah, write, and command my imme- 
diate attendance ; on the wings of fritudfhip, of 
. gratitude I will inftantly fet off, nor once be- 
ftbw a thought on the horrors of that fea I 
have ever fo much dreaded— all my fears are 
vsuiifhed— I could now behold it undifinay- 
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ed, and joyfully truft myfclf to its mercy, were 
I but aflured it would convey me fwiftly to my 
aifti&ed friend. 

I have not feen your brother ; he did me the 
honour to fend me a fibort note, informing me 
of the melancholy event, not an hour after I 
had received your letter. He was abfent on a 
vifit, at fome miles diftant, when that for him* 
arrived j fo that he did not get it much (boner 
than I got mine. — He will probably fet off for 
Lifbon immediately : if he fbould, I will trou- 
ble him with a packet. — Alas! the contents 
will not be of a nature to give you pleafure ; 
for, fure I am, to hear of your poor Luanda's 
diftrefs will produce a very different effeft. I 
will not eater on the fubjeft at prefent ; things 
may not Perhaps turn out quite fo bad as we 
fear * 

Adieu, my deareft Madam \ my unremitted 
.prayers (hall be for the recovery of Lady SeL- 

En, and your fpeedy return to your ever af- 
tionate, and highly honoured 

L. Osburn. 
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LETTER HI 
Sir Henry Selwyn to James Crofts, Efq. 

1 Received your letter of condqtence, my 
dear James ; but believe me, however pleafant 
iMnay be to enjoy a title and good eftate fo ear- 
ly in life, I am not fo void of feeling, as not to 
mourn the lofs of an excellent father, or the? 
fituation to which the fhock of his fuddcn death • 
has reduced my worthy mother. Were I cer-i 
tain my prefence would be of any fervice to her, 
I give you my honour I would inftantly fet 6ff, 
in fpite of my encreafing attachment to my an- 
gelic Lucinda. — Yes, James, I would tear my- 
felf from the objeft of my adoration — but I con- 
fefs it would coft me many pangs ; and I am 
willing to perfuade myfelf iuch a facrifice is by 
no means neceflary. — My fitter does not even 
hint a wi(h of the kind 5 perhaps they may but 
too naturally expeft it notwithstanding. At 
prefent, however, I cannot bring myfelf to the 
refolution of leaving the afflifted Lucinda; 
deeply afflidted, not only for the fufferkigs of 
her friend, but, if I miftake not, for Tome 
trouble -of her own; of what nature I know 
not ; I am not yet fo happy as to enjoy her u»r' 
" limited confidence, tho 9 1 tnift that happy hmt 
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will come. I have feen her but twice fince the 
news arrived, and then only for a moment, and 
conftantly in tears.— Had not her mother been 
prefent, my paflion would hare got the better 
of every prudent consideration, and I fhould in 
tranfports at her feet have declared it.— She 
cannot be wholly ignorant of it, James s my 
eyes, in fpitfe of myfelf, muft have revealed it, 
•—Indeed, I could almoft fancy fhe treats me 
with more refcrve than on my firft coming to- 
the country y but this may be owing to the pre- 
fent deje&ion of her mind. — This change in my 
fituation, no doubt, renders me fo much my 
own oaafter, that I might make the lovely gfrl 
,mine on honourable terms; but I will' freely 
confefa, the idea of matrimony with any wo- 
man, of whatever rank, has no charms for me 
at prefent \ nor do I think I Audi ever find my- 
felf in*b* Awnew to try my luck in that greut- 
eft of all lotteries. The«e are tee many Ua»ks, 
James, for a rcafonablc man to fcope for a prize. 

n She muft be cqntest to take me 'for better 

for yroriQ on teafier terms 5: and, i qi* Jfare, Jf 
we are, t* j«|clge fay the general tun of married 
pains, on /tertna infinitely mb»e agreeabfer~~-~- 
So much few becnabready vnttand foidJoa tfce 
fubjeft by aW»r and toore nperienccri (heads than 
mine, that I ttoci sat wafte tarf dbqufftoe u>- 
jwpvc k a bondage no Mow of fpjrit .would 
wJth,to,6*gage in*— Who wbuWc^er^lbrfolt©*- 
c4, that c^W he jfcee'?*~m* jmsr iriend Bar- 
ry 3 J frpwfe yov*«-8o my fcvdy Lucferfa ntuft 
o^fcend, m S feioV to tifcejoie oh she only 
terms I can bring myfelf to offer \ an4 as I (hall 
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paint the matter to her, I truft &e will have 
too much wifiiom not to fee it in a proper point 
of view. Farewell, James. 

Tour's, * 

Henry Selwth. 



LETTER XIIL 

L9C1MDA tO M&SfiLWYM. 



X WOULD iuve done mWelf the honour of 
writing foooer to my kind mend* could I h*ve 
hoped my letters would huve given her the fmalt- 
eft pleafur* ; but, couftkxis what I have to fry 
will produce a very different effeft, J had not 
courage to take up my pen.— Indeed, I am 
now tempted to (pare you the pain it will give 
your generous heart, by concealing from you the 
misfortune we have met with, had I rot promis- 
ed, at your obliging and often repeated requeft* 
to acquaint you with every thing that happened 
to me. — Alas ! it is my greateft, my only confo* 
lation—a greater there cannot be, than to have 
a kind friend, into whofe fympathizing hofom one 
can freely pour their griefs. 

Some hints in my laft letter would prepare 
you to expecl: fome unpleafing intelligence.— 4 
mentioned my mother's having received one 
which had greatly diftrcfled her: -in vain*— J 
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begged to know of what nature it was— flie 
wifhed to fpare my feelings at that time, hoping 
the next might bring more favourable accounts. 
Ah, my dear Mifs Selwyn ! fhe was fatally de- 
ceived. — A fec*ndcame-~I fawher violently agi- 
tated as (he broke the feal. She would have 
retired, but I implored her not to conceal from 
me the caufe of her emotion.-*— Oh, my ami- 
able Lucinda ! cried fhe, looking mournfully on 
me, you know not what you afk ! yet, if it is as 
my prophetic fears perfuade me, it will not, my 
dear child, be in my power to let you remain in 
ignorance. — I fat motionlefs with apprehenfions, 
while fhe glanced her eye over it ; which fhe had 
no fooner done, than the paper dropp'd from 
her hand, and fhe fell back in her chair, to all 
appearance lifelefs.— -Terrified to fee her in 
this condition, yet dying with impatience to 
know the fetal caufe, I was nearly reduced to the 
fame fituation. By proper help fhe at length 
began to recover from her fwoon. I then took 
up the letter—**- Ah, Mifs Selwyn ! judge what 
were my feelings, when learning by it, that the 
perfon in whofe hands our little all was placed, 
had become a bankrupt ! — I now in my turn 
fainted — unable to fuftatn the fhock of finding 
myfelf at once reduced to abfolute poverty ! yet 
1 was no fooner reftored to a fenfe of our mife* 
rable condition, than my poor mother's diftrefs 
ftruck me faore forcibly than my own. I in- 
ftantly endeavoured to conceal, as far as poffibie, 
my emotions, and ufed every means to foothe 
and comfort her under this very fevere afflic- 
tion. 
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As foon as I was reftored to fome little degree 
of tranquillity, I fent for Mr. Peters; well know- 
ing, if any one could give her confolation, he 
was the perfon moft likely to fucceed : but be- 
fore he arrived, 4he found herfelf fo HI, that {he 
was obliged to lie down, and, before next morn-, 
ing, was in a raging fever. For fome days her 
life was defpaired of.— Oh, Mifs Selwyn ! no 
words can paint the fituation of my mind during 
that agonizing period ! How often did I call on 
the name of my generous friend !— how often 
lament, and {hed unavailing tears for her abfence, 
at a time when the poor afflicted Lucinda ftood 
fo much in need of her foothing confolation. 
I need not attempt to defcribe what your feeling 
heart will cafily conceive— indeed, words would 
give but a very imperfect, idea of it- - 

TXs now three weeks fince we received khis 
fatal news ; and though my poor mother is up 
longer confined to her bed, yet Hiave every rea? 
ion to fear fhe will never get over the {hock;— 
it preys upon hef*fpujts ; — her altered looks— 
Iter conftant dejection, make me tremble for her 
Kfe.-r-Heaven only knows what would then be- 
come of the wretched, the poor friendlefs Lu* 
cinda ! — Pardon me, my dear Madam, for this 
apparent ingratitude. — I ought hot to deem my- 
felf friendlefs, while blefied with your affection. 
— Alas ! but for that fweet confolation, I muft 
ere now have funk under this unlooked for dif- 
trefs.— But you are abfent — and who can fay 
what new calamity may befal me «re you re- 
turn ? 
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Mr. Peters, who I now find is acq%intcd with 
all our affairs, would kindly perfuade us fome 
little matters may yet be recovered— alas * little 
it muft indeed be, when our all was not great ! 
Could I but flatter rayfclf with the hopes that 
Something might be found remaining from the 
wreck, however trifling, juft to preferve my 
poor mother from abfolute want during the fliort 
time (for a very fhort time my foreboding heart 
tells me it will be !) fhe has to live— I could fit 
down content : I am young; and I truft Heaven 
would enable me, by fome means or other, to 
gain an honeft livelihood. Many, perhaps, as 
Uttie qualified, have done it before me; but, to 
fee htr deftitute of thofe few comforts (he has 
been accuftomed to— ah, my dear Madam, it wiil 
pierce my heart 1 

Our worthy friend Mr. Peters, has kindly 
wrote to * pcribn of his particular acquaintance 
in London, bagging he will make every neceflar jr 
enquiry coacernipg the affair ; we impatiently 
wait the refult. w* 

Your brother called upon us fince we mot 
with this affliction 5 he had heard of it from Mr. 
Peters. His behaviour on the occafion does ho* 
nour to his humanity — 'twas kind— 'twas ge- 
nerous. My mother talked of giving up our 

little cottage ; fearing, fmall as the rent is, we . 
ihould hot now be able to pay it,-— Oh, MUs 
* Selwyn !—- but let me not pain your affectionate . 
heart by my melancholy reflections — he would 
not fuffer her to proceed; charged her, as (he va- 
luec^his friendfhip, and that of his family, never 
to mention a 4efign of that nature again-, in* 
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lifted on pcrmiflion to be her banker for the fu- 
ture ; made her an offer of his purfe at that 
time, in cafe (he wanted an immediate fupply ; 
in fhort, behaved like the brother of the noble- 
minded Mifs Selwyn ! Yet, can we, my dear 

Madam, with propriety accept thefe generous 
offers ? — What can I fay ! — he is young, gay — 
ah, I dare not— cannot fpeak my apprehenfiqjis. 
— How (hall I to a fifter prefume to infinuate ? 

1 may be deceived — nay, my fears at this 

moment appear to me as the effefts of vanity — 
I bluflv at the very thought. — Yes, he is, he 

muft be. incapable of forming Oh, forgive' 

thefe incoherent expreffions — they are injurious; 
I condemn myfelf for having uttered them \ yet 
I think, nay, I am certain, my dear/Madam, 
you will not condemn me, fince they, are occa- 
sioned by fentiments, which I truft, T. need not 
blufrt to avow. • ~'\ •- . / 

Mr. Peters has fent to defire w« ^uFicall'uport 
him immediately ; perhaps the important anfwtf 
is arrived. Adieu, till we return. 

L. O. 



letter Xrr, 

1 T was as I guefied, my dear Madfcm •, thank 
Heaven, we have ftill hopes, he tells us, of a 
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trifle. Our lofs has not been occafioned by vil- 
lainy, but by an unavoidable failure in tbe worthy 
man who was entrufted with our little fortune. 
He is now fettling his affairs with his creditors $ 
and it is found there will be about five (hillings 
in the pound to divide amongft them. Alas ! 
alas ! our fliare will indeed be fmall, as our 
whole was fo trifling a fum ; yet I am grateful 
to Heaven for this, trifling as it is. — Two hun- 
dred pounds will be the utraoft. — All I a(k is, 
for juft enough, as I faid before, to fupply my 
poor mother's wants, while (he is fpared to me. 
About myfelf I am, comparatively, indifferent. 
Mr. Peters behaves to us in the kindeft man- 
ner ; aflures nie, mould the event, to which I 
cannot look forward without a thoufand too juft 
apprehenfions, happen — 1 mean my worthy 
mother's death, before my generous friend's re- 
turn, he trill, . as far a^ in his power, fupply to 
me her places on his tender "friendfhip he bids 
me r rely.-7-Ah, *wJio can fupply w your place to 
the difconfolate Lucinda ! Yet I am extremely 
fenfible of his klndnefs *, but for him, indeed, 
fhould my prophetic fears be well grounded. — 
What an earth would have become of me J — 
not a relation in the world to whom I can fly 
for protection. — It is aftonifhing, my dear Ma- 
dam ; yet fo it is. He* with the utmoft deli- 
cacy, gave it as his opinion, that we had .bet- 
ter, as far as was confident with tne refpeft doe 
to your brother/ decline any offers he might 
make. The world, he obferved, was cenfori- 
ous $ I was young •, and, he was pleafed to fay, 
an objeftbut too likely to bfecpme a proper fub~ 
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jeft for its obfervation.— In my prefent fitua- 
tion, my conduct would be narrowly watched 
by the neighbourhood. Sir Harry, though he 
hoped, nay he doubted not, was an excellent 
young man ; yet, he added, he was but a man. 
Thefe friendly cautions {hall have due weight 
with me. — I truft I have nothing to fear ; for 
is he not the brother of my friend ? — Have I 
notwithftanding, my dear Mifs Selwyn, your 
permiffion to write as freely of him as if he were 
not fo ? — Tell me in your next. — I have hither- 
to been fo little accuftomed to have any referve 
with my indulgent friend, that I {hall find it 
difficult, I fear, to check my pen, {hould any 
thing occur which I may wifli to reveal. 

The fmall pittance I mentioned above, is to 
be remitted to us as foon as the unfortunate • 
man's affairs are finally adjufted. Could I but 
flatter myfelf my poor mother would get over r 
this {hock, and.-fcer health be perfectly reftored, 
I would ftill hqjii I might fall on fome means 
to help to fupport her.— Alas! I have been 
too long a burden to her ; though {he ha£ ne- 
ver given me caufe to believe {he looked upon 
me in that light : but, for that very reafon, my 
heart teUs me I ought, in my turn, to do all I 
can, to make the few. years fhe has to live in 
this world of trouble, as comfortable as I can* . 

I mentioned, though unknown to her, (well 
knowing that the idea of a reparation would be 
more afflicting than any diftreft we had yet met 
with), I mentioned, I fay, to Mr. Peters, that 
I thought, if he could by any means hear of a 
creditable family, who wanted a young perfon 
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in any capacity, net too laborious, I might, per- 
haps, be able to convince her, it would be pru- 
dent in me to engage in fomething of that na- 
ture. — Should I lofe her, I (hall undoubtedly 
have no other refource \ and why not do now, 
what I maft then fubmit to, while we may reap 
fome little benefit from it ? —This plan is never 
out of my thoughts : Mr. Peters fees the pro- 
priety ot it, but bids me have patience ; he will 
reflect upon it, he fays ; and alfo at a proper 
time mate fuch enquiries as may be moft Jikdy 
to fucceed. 

• Thus, my dear Madam, I have given you a 
full account of your poor Lucinda's very un- 
promifing fituation ; but believe me f however 
diftreffing, it does not fo wholly engrofs me, as, 
to make me for a moment unmindful of your'*. 
—I am anxious beyond expreffion for your next 
letter; Heaven grant it may bring me m*re f*» 
vourable accounts of Lady SebAn's health than 
thehft. ♦ 

. I hear nothing of Sir Harry's going abroad, 
as I fancied he would ; bufinef* I fuppofe d*» 
mauds bis prtfence here* Let me entreat the 
honour of a few lines ; I aflt but a few— juft to 
tdl me you are well, and that Lady Sekryn is 
in a far way of recovery. This information 
wouU give infinite pteafare to the heart of your 
much diftrefied, bat ever affectionate, and moft 
re$eO$* 

L. OMVftNt. 
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LETTER XV. 
Mife Selwtn to Lucinda OsBcrnif. 



Jt\ LAS, my poor Lucinda ! what a letter is' 
your laft !— its fad contents has given me real 
diftrefs. Let nie, however, before I proceed 
farther, relieve your affectionate heart as far a$ 
lean, by telling you my mother is not wfrfci 
this is faying tpore than I ever could have hop- 
ed. — -The phyficians do not defpair : 0x6 is ftill 
in a melancholy way, 'tis true ; but 'they afliire 
me the mild air of this country, which,. as I 
formerly told you, agreed fo well with her, will 
certainly in tiftte reftore her. — Healthy (he ne-^ 
ver was, my dear Lucinda, hor k it m>W to be 
expected; but they would kindly perfuad'e nie 
flic may ftqtwithftanding live many years. I 
wifli I could with this pleafing intelligence aHo 
£ive fo^L' any hopes of our fpeedyfreturn.-^But, 
alas ! there muft be a considerable change" : for 
the better m. her, before we can think of that ; 
at prefent Ihe is confined to her room, and has 
been' ever fioce tbedttadful fhoc^ we r met with. 
^But let 1 me repeat, Ihe is undoubtedly' better* 
thah fl*e was \ this muft confole us, my dear 
Lucinda, and give tis fpirits to Vok forward 
with hope. ,: t ; ' * . , " - . 

VoL«L U • 
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And now, my dear girl, let's talk of your af- 
fairs. Moft fincerely am I grieved for the 

lofs you have met with j from my heart I pity 
your poor mother, whofe feelings on the occa- 
sion muft be fevere * not I am perfuaded fo 
much on her own account, as her darling Lu- 
anda's. — Tis indeed a fevere blow ; but lay 
not you are friendlefs ; my mother bids me ai- 
fure you, you (hall never be fo while fhe lives • 
—There one is— and I think you are toojaft 
Hot to know of a fecond, who will never ceafe 
to be fo.— Let this comfort you j 'tis* not every 
one can bpaft of fo many really fufh \ though 
nothing is apparently more common to be met 
^rith. We wiibt however, to prove the fence* 
rity of our's by fomething more fubftantjal than 
bare profe£ions. 4 s t ^ e ** r & inftance, . you are; 
commanded to talt no morf of quitting your pa- 
radife j on the conjtjcarf , I defire I may find it 
in the higheft degree of beauty at my return. 
* As to the affair of chufing another banker, wc 
are entirely of Mr. Peters'* opinion ; we dp not 
think my brother exactly the kind of 'being fit 
for the purpofe.— H^ may be a mighty gppd-HI 
mighty pious young man, for aught we know 
to the contrary; but fye is rather, young, and 
Lucinda is rather foo lovely — do you compre- 
hend me ?— — My mother has therefore order- 
ed Wilfon to take that charge upon : him, til^ 
our return. He is paft th$ age of .flirtatiqu : 
fhe has wrote to him on the fubiedb J$e will 
call on your, mother, and. let her know our wilt 
and pleafiuV 5 which you are ordered to corn- 
fly with in every inftance, without any filly 
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fcmpIe$.*~We (kail look upon it as no compli- 
ment, I give you my wordi if you do; fo yo\i 
may as well be obedient, without further cere- 
mony.— —A likely ftorjr, truly, that wefhould 
fufer fo fweet a fpot to run to weeds, for want * 
of a proper perfon to keep it in order !— And 
who, pray, fo proper as the good girl who ha$, 
made it what k is ?— ^-^Could we find one more 
tq oyr liik^g, indeed, it would be another af- 
fair : in that cajfe, to be furc, we fliould have 
been glad to take you at your word i hut that 
pot, being the cafe, pray compofe yourfelves, nor 
think of quitting the charge entrufted to your 
care, ^Ul your kindred fcuTcojmcs to invite you 
to go the honour* of his, I truft, more elegant 

This ftW brother *f mfoe k, I begip to fear,' 
a % wreich.-,-To tcjl you a fecrst-- - tis not Juft 
now I begin to fear it $ I have.had my thoughts 
on the fehreft before your fluttering) palpitating^ 

ik/biGg insinuations arrived. Why, child, I 

few he had his thoughts too about you before he 
weal abroad;* a#d no mortal, except one fo 
utterly* voicLof vanity as yourfejf, could have 
been fo long blind to it. — 'f was, to be Aire, 
the ncw&ft. natural thing that could poffibly hap- 
pen.— This is a faft beyond difpute. — And, as 
the fage Mr. Peters very wifely obferves, he is 
but a man — add to that, a young man ? ■ ■ 
ergo % a little roguifli or fo-— but, " forewarned, 
u fore-armed," fays the 'proverb — I have as 
little doubt of your prudence and virtue, as of 
his want of both ; yet, as the world goesf he 
might be a mighty good kin& of being,— Pray 
Da 
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make no ceremony in regard to his being my 

brother; write freely, child, I befeech you; 

my mother fbalL fee only fuck parts of your 
• epiftles as I fhall judge proper : thofe likely to 

give her uneafinefs, fhall be between ourfelves. 

After all, I do not think you have any thing 

•very bad to apprehend.— That he admires you 

is a thing of courfe ; that he may have fome 

wicked ideas occafionally, may alfo be true; 

but I think, yes, I think he will refpeft the 

pupil of his fifter. 
Farewell 5 I hope my next will give you {till 

more favourable accounts of my dear mother's 
health; and, iffo, it fhall alfo give you fome 
account of what I have feen here, and how I 
contrive to <pafs my time amongft thefe fun* 
burnt beings.— Hitherto I have, indeed, feen 
but little of them ; but thofe I had a glimpfe 

of, appear to be ftrange-looking creatures. . 

Once more, farewell; no more defponding— — 
when things are at the worft, they mend of 
courfe; that is fome confolation—- —Your 
mother will recover, depend upon h fhc will ; 
and believe me your's, 

S. Selwyn. 



d by Google 



A N O V E L. S3 

LETTER XVI. 
Sir Henry Selwyn, to James Crofts, Efq. 

Hi VERY thing favours my wifhes : I told 
you, I believe, my adorable had met with fomc- 
thing to diftrefs her j I knew not then of what 
nature. I was foon after informed of it — the 
merchant, in whofe hands their little fortune 
was placed, thought proper to break}— they 
have loft their all, or very near it u do not fancy 
I lament* the misfortune ; far from it, I rejoice. 
While in fome meafure independent, it might 
not have been fo eafy to convince her, fome old- 
fafhioned folks make more buftle about virtue 
than 'tis all worth : but now James, when that 
virtue is her only treafure, I flatter myfelf - or 
I fliduld rather fay I did than do, as you {hall 
hear,r--Qie may be. perfuaded to think, a good 
fettiement, and the protection of a man who 
adores Jier r a very profitable, as well as pleafant 
exchange for it. 

But to go back a little, that you may clearly 
comprehend me :— after allowing my angel a few 
days for tears on the occafion, I paid her a vifit 5 
. — faid all that could be faid, in order to confole 
her ; made her fuch offers of fervice as the cafe 
required, &c. &c. Their gratitude was unbound- 
ed— ihtir % I fay, for the mother was the perfon 
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to whom I chiefly addrefied myfelf— -yet they 
declined accepting any immediate relief \ and I 
fancied, by the looks of both, had their private 
thoughts of my generofity ; — whether they made 
for or againft xnf plati, I could not fo readily 
decide. A blufh overfpread the face of my Lu- 
cinda ; I then wifhdd to believe it a blufh tif 
pleafure, and therefore fet it down as fuch : — 
determined, however, to have the matter fo in- 
terefting to ray heart, ascertained) if poffible, I 
wiihed to have a tete a tete with her, which wa$ 
no eafy matter, as (he feWom left the old wo* 
ftiftti,- who has been extrenbely ill eter flnce th« 
hews of their difafter. At length, fortune was 
bropiti6U3 to my wifhea* I found he* on* even* 
mg, fitting m her favourite lUtk arbour, ft* 
doubt meditating on her hapeleft fttUAtlon ; for 
her lovely eyes were Sited with teare ;— ftie ftatt- 
ed t— I fat down by her, and taking her hand, 
which fhe endeavoured in train to withdraw, vttf 
eandidly and hfrneflty rtiade tnj ptfdpofal^ ha** 
ing no defign to impofe upon her, or to deceive 
her by felfe hopes ; refolded to have nothing of 
that nature to charge myfelf with. Do not, 
however, feney from this cool uniiapaffioaed 
manner ©f telling ywtheftory, thai mybeha* 
viour was fuch at that delightful rihoment i^—rtcr* 
James; my Whole ^appihefi depends o& my 
fuccefs; judge then/ whether I was lifeety to be 
fparing of my doquettce. — No! — 'twas at her 
fctt I poured forth the etfufidfl* of triy *nrap- 
tured heart ; ftkl alt that man cottld fay, to don* 
vince hdr fhe Ira* tfce foltf objeft of my tenderer! 
"Moas j that ftrf ever fhould be fo^aiid tho* 
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not united by the cold unmeaning forftis pre* 
fcribed by cuftom, no otfifr woman ^konld ever 
have power to ftppbat h^r, or riv*l hfr Inmj v 
undivided hear,*. Agsinft; m&rryiog. hen there 
were* I ob&rved, *&a&y* pbjtiHoo* j but I fo. 
tasnaly. fwore* aev^er togive gtfher my hdod c* 
toy heart to another *--beg^d .fi^ would ma- 
turely confidei) her unprotected ihuatjoii 5 do- 
-daredy I wiifted.to take pot Other advantage of 
* ttthaft wb« the wwroeftfrie*dfhift tht* moft 
Jirrreftt paJSqo Meced.mqto 4oj I v*iihed to 
Mftdetf bar happy* it fl*>t*ld be tke ftudy of 
»t life to make 4 hep ib, would £*e but confent 
toWeft me> on the terms I h*d ventured to pro- 
poft * no* having, It m my, power to ofifcr any. 
others and cookiou> n<* other could be more 
binding, inore fkred, than X fhould look upon 
thoatqhewW^Ih^dgfe! - ■ , 

Shis heard me^thout r o*fce. attjemptfog^k*. 
terrupt me> thfr' I Cfiti& fee the dtiar girl fiiflfer- 
cd a variety of emotions i fee Wat much imita- 
ted, yet endeavoured to appear calm; at length, 
with a dignity fa her manner, that by 00 means 
flattened my Jiopes^Kl^ajp not furprifed, Sir 
Harry* fiad &e, however 1 may be fhock'd at the 
mftdt you hate thought proper to offer me* 
little as 1 am acquainted with the world, I am not 
to learn, that the poor and friendlefi muft ever 
be liable to meet with indignities of this nature; 
Providence has, for wife reafons I doubt not, 
thought proper to place me in the number of 
that numerous elafs : I am refigned ; 'tis my du* 
ty to be Co — r You, Sir, are placed in a different 
liqe* you pofiefs wealth, titles, and of courfe 
D 4 
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many friends: — perhaps, you have been taught 
to believe, this gives you the privilege to treat 
your inferiors with the contempt 1 have juft met 
with from you $ it may be fo ; 'tis poffible : the 
-world may have arranged matters in this way— 
I am ignorant of its cuftoins ; they may poffibly 
gratify the vanity and pride of the affluent \ I 
envy not, their feelings :— I will not reproach you^ 
Sir— you did not forget to remind rat I was un- 
protected ; what better treatment then had I a * 
right to expeft ?— I wifi only fay, in anfirer to* 
the. very noble offer you have done me the ho*- 
w>ur to make ; and for which I doubt not yo» 
think yonrfelf intitled to my warmcfk thanks v 
that it inks not my ideas of either happtnefs or 
propriety 5 X v^l not fhock your ears fo far as to 
mention vtrtut—1 have been taught to look 
upon it in a refpeAable light % I truft, I ever 
fliall do fo;— you, Sir Harry, have received your 
infiruftions in a more fafhkmable fchool:— our 
fentiments art diametrically oppofite in every re- 
ipcft;— and long, long, may they continue fo; 
unlefs I could make a convert of you >— that you 
never fhaU make one of 'me, I now freely tell 
you : I have a proptr fenfe of the honour you have 
done me, and coniequegtly beg leave to decline 
accepting your offer ; there may poffibly be 
thofe who will look upon it in a more flattering 
light." ■ 

By Heavens, my adorable Lucinda \ cried I, 
interrupting her, I cannot bear this contempt ; 
this cool, this cutting raillery : reproach me, let 
me rather bear the harflieft expreffions fr^m 
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thofe lovely tips, than be tortured by this killing 
cold indifference. 

"Why (hould I prefume to reproach you, or 
treat you harfhly, Sir Harry ? replied {he, with . 
the fame mortifying air of contempt ; " you aft 
-according to your principles, /according to mine: 
I rejott the offer you have made me, 'tis true ; 
and I think, I have done it in a manner that can- 
not juftly difpleaft you : . you would perfuade 
me my happinefs is dear to you ; 1 will not doubt 
your veracity, but furely I muft be allowed to 
be the beft judge of what is moft likely to pro- 
mote it ; why then take it amifs, if I freely tell 
you, the means you propofe are, in my opinion, 
absolutely incompatible with it V 9 ' ' . 

Was ever poor fellow fo thiown out of his 
kflbn, James ?— this kind of behaviour was fo 
entirely out of the common run, that I was con- 
founded - r nay ! ihall I own, I felt myfelf hum* 
bled i yes humbled ! — kafinitely more io, I am 
perfuaded, than my haughty fair one \ fhe tri- 
umjphM in all the pride of virtue, and no* doubt 
pitied the depravity of my fentiments :— I could 
ahnoft find in my heart to curfe my fifte* for her 
kindne% bad Jhe been left to imbibe only thofe 
notions which far Under Nature would have 
taught her, my life for it, (he would not thus 
have play'd the heroine ! — But, by Heaven*, I 
fwear I will not be thus repulfed ; my pride is 
piqued, my paffion, if poffible, more violent 
than ever. Oh, James !— -even her haughty* 
her infoleot behaviour bad ki my eyes ten thpu- 
{and charms* fl*e appeared more kwelyfr aiore 
attractive at the moment Ibe affefled to hold me 
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and my principles fo very cheap, than ever I be- 
fore thought her:— fo much good fenfe, foper- 
fe& * command of herfetf, at a time when {he 
amft have been in the ntmoft agitation ; feeling 
asfhe did the indignity ?— James, I adore that 
very fpirit which is the greateft bar to my ft- 
Itefcy ; btit st muft, it fhall be fiibdned—yes, fbe 
fhall yet be mine : whatever fhare of pride and 
phitofbphy (he may fancy herfetf pofleffed of, 
they will be bat poor comforters, \*hen deprived 
of every other copfblation. Tis eafy to view po- 
verty with a philofophic eye, while at a diftance; 
but to feel the horrors of it, James, will, mat- 
ter myielf, make her fee my nokie offer, a§ (he itt- 
fultingly termed it, in a different light. — A girl, 
without either birth or fortune, to give ftef felf 
thefe airs! 'tis ridiculous— abfijlutely ridiculous \ 
but as 1 faid before, I have my wife fitter to thank 
for k ; I have no doubt, {he ftill continue* to 
fill her head with a thoufand idle notions, Which 
ought never to have found entrance thefts : they 
eorrapend ; this tete a tfite fcene will make ^ca- 
pital figure, when properly embellifeed by the 
fin of my dear charmer * I need hardly tell you, 
presume* I mean to deprive my filler of that 
pleaiure fee would no doubt enjoy from that de* 
lettable epiftle t their correfpondence muft be 
put an end to; that is to fay, their letters muft 
for the future, go into no other hands but mine; 
all ftratagems are fair in love and war, James * 
is it not fo ? 

1 expeft a packet by the firft fair wind) Luw 
dnda no doubt expeos one alfo.~I (hall beg 
leave to take a peep at the contents} Ihould they 
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be fuch as I think they ought to be, flic fhall 
have the fatisfaftion of perufing it ; if not, it 

refts with me. She calk herfelf friendlefs; 

fhe is an ungrateful little gypfey. — Does fhe then 
fet down my mother and fitter as nothing ; not 
to mention my mother's fon ? I believe, if fhe 
did not know them to be very fincere ones, fhe 
would not be quite fo refra&ory. She kno#s 
their attachment-rfhe expefts every thing from 
ft ; nor would fhe, I am certain, be difappointed, 
were they left to aft as their af&ftion for her 
would diaate. But it muft not be ; I will fufier 
her to have no friend except myfelf ; and a gene- 
rous one fhe fliall find me, when difobled to 
profit by my generofity— I look forward to that 
happy moment with inconceivable plejafure ; and 
that it will arrive I cannot doubt. When every 
other feiburce fails, to whom can fhe fo pro- 
perly apply, as to the man who loves, who 
adores her ? — fhe knows I do — that* James, is 

me point gained, The ice is fairly broke— 

flie. is acqQainrted with my view's-?-of coqrle fhe 
has no more furgrifes to meet with. Shfc tfrilt 
naturally expeft my perfeyerantic \ nay* I tru A> 
wpuld be mortified were 1 t<j defift :— for, after 
all, however angelic her form, flie is Neither 
snore nor Ufi than a wonjah^ James ; and what 
v?oman in her ntuatipn is invincible ?— JNot one. 
I am pretty furc you will readily reply j arid 1 1 
(ru4 J*u» &i righti Farewell, 
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LETTER XVIL 
The Sam* ?o the Same. 

l\ wonder my faacy fair one was fa cafmv 
fo compofed, James ; I find the declaration I 
made of my paffion was a thing fee expected. 
She had no doubt ftudred the part fee was to 
z& t or fee could not have, played it to fiich per- 
fe&ion. I have got pofieffion of her letter in- 
tended for my fitter— no matter how — No - r yoi» 
never faw a poor devil fo treated r-~why, James*, 
by her account of the matter, I am the verrieft 
monfter that lives, — This to a fitter too J— free*, 
very free and cafyj it inuft be owned.— But I 
find this is not the firft in which I have been* 
the hero of the tale. — No, no*j my little divi- 
nity has for fome rime, I now fiud, :firiyefted 
my generoiit/, my condescending vifits, and 
offers of fervice wert not fc*» nothing. — They . 
*\\+sv; - % - ilv - matter Qvex to each other in 
3%miri£ .rolours, no doubt 5 and Sophia encou* 
.rsges the p*v5 ; n thcie air* uf '/?r:ue. • : 

'€*y vfut i can jjnderltand from what my fail* 
cyLucindafays* her fidend has however had the 
grace to comfort her with hopes that I feould 
not turn out quite to naughty as her alarmed 
fears made her apprehend. It appears too, fee 
has advifed her to be cautious how fee accepts 
my offered favours; to keep me at a proper 
diftance— to apply to Wilfon, my fteward, for 



Digitized by GOQgK 



A N O V E L. 6t 

any thing fhe may want during my mother's 
abfence, who it fcems has been wrote to on the 
fubject. No wonder, I fey, I found her with 
all her whs about her ; or that (he fhould fo 
cordially defpife my offers, when affined fhe 
fhould be fupphed without ray affiftance \ 

Her narrative, as flic calls it, is too long to 
tranferibe, James ; and I cannot part with the 
impertinent original ; fo you muft be content 
with the imperfect idea I here give r I will only 
juft add, that (he could not bare fpoken of toe 
m more abominable terms. — If, inftead of of- 
fering, as I did, to fettle her in what thoufcrH., 
of her fex and condition would have deemed a 
very eligible fituation, I had followed your ad- 
vice— whipp'd her into a poft-chaife without 
ceremony— popped her into a neat little lodging, 
and thus have made her mine at once !— bad I 
done this, I fay, I do not think fhe could Ik.k, 
made a much blacker ftory of it 5 and I ?ju 
more than half tempted to repent I had it* : 
all would by this tim\ have been over ; the lute 
foolifh fluttering thing would have been tame ' ; 
and, I doubt not, thought herfelf very ha, m/ 
m the cage I had kindly provided for her. Th .. r, 
it is to be troubled with fentiment ; I truly qwSl 
gain her heart j muft infpire her with a mu a- ' 
flame ! Upon my fouV, I believe fhe lias nc ;w , 
or if fhe has, it is hard and unfeeling as a re K 
Were it not, could fhe treat the man who adc* < 
her, as fhe has done in this confounded tetter ; 
—A pretty figure I fhould have made in my 
mother's eyes, had it reached her ; for fhe 
would no doubt have bceafavourcd with 3 fight 
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of it, though addrefled to her daughter.— Sucb 
a representation of the matter would juftly 
enough have (hocked her; whereas* my having 
prevailed on a poor girl, to.whom I happened 
to take a fancy, to live with me, has nothing fi> 
very diabolical in it * I mean, when merely told 
in that fimple manner, without all thefe virtu- 
ous flourifhes : this is done every day, and who 
troubles their heads about it ? 

I fhall take an opportunity ta talk to WHfonr 
I am much miftaken if he will not think it as. 
much for his intereft to obey my orders, wha 
am on Ihe fpot, as his lady's, wha is at fo con- 
venient a diftance. 

Adieu ; I am now g6ing to make a friendly 
yifit to my charmer; fhe will not, for her 
friend's lake, refufe me admittance. I {halt 
Endeavour to gain the old woman's good graces z. 
this may do much ; (be has not been tutored by 
my fiftcr. 

Toui^s, 

H-Skfcwra^ 



X E T T E R XVIIL % * 
Tire Sftifs to tk* Sauk* 

X AM half diftrafted) James 1 f— is. not every 
man fo, who is madly in love? Who would 
have gueffed {hie would have dared to treat th* 
brother of her friend .wkh feohdifr^wift ?- 
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No adrtktaiice— fhe muff beg io decline the ho- 
nour of toy vlfits^is not weM~her mother ftiH 
worfe-b wholly employed m attending her, 
&c. &c. I hfcve catted on her every hour, in 
hope* of meeting hef in feme unguarded tAOj 

mem ; buf no fach thing. This is not all 

confound all bufinefe, hf I — I amcaBed to Lon- 
don, in order to fettle feme affiurs of my fa- 
ther's ; my pfefence cannot be difpgnfed with. 
—I have delayed the jonritey under a fchoufand 
different pretences, but can do fb no longer ; in- 
deed, the affair now is become my own*— 'tis of 
importance — yet what can be half fo intereft- 
ifcg to me at this moment, as the gratification 
of a pafion, which abfolutely coftfumcs me ? 
to leave the bewitching object of k at this time 
is more than my philosophy b equal to. I had 
laid a plan too, oh- which I had formed the 
highesft expectations •, it could hardly have fafi- 
ed to throw her in rtky pdwer.— That muft now 
be given up; or, what is nearly as bad, be de- 
layed till my return y and when that may be, as 
I am to engage wkh lawyers, the Lord above 
knows: — confound them all, fay I. — Befides* 
who can infure me fhe ihay not outjrfot me du- 
ring my aWettce ?— By Heavens ! I fkould not 
Wonder were fhe to fet off, as foon as my bade 
is turned) to Lifbon-^fhe b capable of any 
thing. — But the means~~-aye, Jamet, there lies 
my feeurity •, I muft take care to pht that out 
of her power. 1 have fcen Wilfon's inftroc- 
tiens— they sure ample ; but. I -have informed 
him he may leave all that bufinefs to my manage* 
ment j and, having {bunded him upon the fab* 
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je£t neareft my heart, find hiqa perfectly di£ 
pofed to obey whatever commands I may think 
proper to lay upon him. This tractable fpirit 
encouraged me to honour the fellow with my 
unlimited confidence. — " Ah, pleafe your Ho- 
nour/' faid lie, looking wondrous , fly * " no 
wonder your Honour is fo fet upon her— Ihe i& 
a pretty young creature, that's certain *, and 
many a good match (he might have had. m her 
offer before now amongft her equals-, did fhe 
not carry her. head fo deadly hi&Jiv—Yes, yes, 
as your. Honour obferves,, her pride muft b* 
humbled a little > ancj,. my life for it, (he will 
be as coming as you can wifb.— r Young madam, 
and my good lady too indeed, for that matter, 
I muft be bold to fay* have taken much good 
pains tp fpoil her >— I am not the only peribn irr 
the parifh,, pleafe jour Honour, who thinks fo. ' 
— Let me alone— depend on my care; you fhalli 
find her in a more complying humour when, 
you return, or my name is not Wilfon." 

Tate care, however, cried I, that you. do* 
not carry matters too far : fhe muft not fufpect 
you act by my orders ; oa £he contrary, if I 
find any feverity ha* been, ufcd, though I may 
fecretly approve, nay, certainly fhall approve* 
in cafe it anfwers fhy purpofe ; yet you myft 
lay your account with being* fharply reprimand- 
ed — you underftand me. 

« Oi mighty weft, your Honour," replied 
he, grinning, and not a little' vain of being, 
made of fuch iiQportance ; «« I will bear it all 
patiently, provided I do not in good earflieft lofc 
your Honours fncadihip" . ^ .•'..=, ; 
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No fear of that, Wilfon, faid I, if you can 
bring her to my purpofe : at all events however, 
take care they do not leave this part of the 
country; that is what I moft fear. 

w O, Fll keep a (harp lortc-out," cried he— 
M And, after all) where can they go, pleale 
your Honour ? 'tis bad travelling without cafe; 
nor will they without it meet with a very kind 
reception, go where they will; and I believe 
they. have no great ftock in hand, for the old 
woman is a little in arrears for rent at this-vcry 
time." ' 

This, James, is pretty nearly the dialogucf 
which pafled between my new confidante and 
me. I ihall refrefh his memory, and add fome 
farther inftru&ons before I go. I truft I fhall 
at leaft find the dear, pgrverfe, lovely girl here 
when I return 5 and then my only bufinefs fhaH 

be to conquer, either by fiur means, T>r, 1 

like not any other —yet mine fhe mull, fhe fl^U 
be. — Have you any thoughts of being in town 
at this time ? if you can meet me there, James, 
I wifh you would ; if not, I may perhaps take 
a trip to Bath, and call upon you for a few days, 
in cafe the wigg'd gentry can fpare me. 

I had almoft forgot to tell you, and 'tis no 
great wonder, confklering the prefent ftate of 
my mind, that I contrived to fecure a letter 
from my fitter, in which ftie makes fad com* 
plaint; of my Luanda's negligence in not writ- 
ing to her. 

My mother, I find, is confideraWy better. 
This gives me real pleafure ; only I confefs I da 
Dot, at this juncture, wiih her return. I hop* 
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the phyfidans will be too wife to part with To 
good a patient in a hurry. Many impertinent 
things are- find of poor Harry in this friendly 
epiftle, 'you may be fare.; and fbiac infimia&tOBf 
a little fly. is that addre&d to myfetfv foir 1 had 
one alfo.— I fhall anfwer />, and tuondtt et 
cturfe what they mean*— Farewell 

Henry Sblwyn. 



LETTER XIX. i 

HOBB&T WlLlON to Si* H*N*T SBlWYtt, 
JIONOUftlD Si*, 

YOU ordered me to write, and tell jro* 
every thing about how matters go on here | and 
fe I thought it my duty to obey, tho' I hart 
nothing very particular to fay at prefimt. Mifi 
Lucinda was never better in her life, I'll be 
fworn, if one may judge by her pretty bloom- 
ing cheeks \ tbo' fie pretended to be HI . wheil 
your Honour went away. To be fure, fo (he 
might* feeing it is now a full fortnight fincc 
that time : but I hate my own thought/ about 
. it, pleafe your Hoftour. I have fcen her veiy 
often, as fhe has been going and coming to 
Parfon Peters's, for they are deadly great friends, 
pleafe your Honour ; and fo I once or twice 
fpoke to her in a civii way like, as I always 
ufed to tto; and, amongft other things, (aid. 

Digitized by GoOgle 



A N O V E L. «7 

We arc facHy dull hereabouts now, Mifi Luan- 
da, fince his Honour left the country. 

I wanted, your Honour muft think,, to fee 
how {he would look upon it. — She faid, No 
doubt, Mr. Wilfon* you nw& find it fb.— And 
don't you find it fo ? replied I — his Honour 
was very kind to you, I am fure ; and ufcd to 
call and afk how you did now and then.— -She 
blufhed like fcarlet, ah't pleafe your Honour; 
and, infiead of taking notice of that, oniy afk- 
ed if there had been any letters from my lady 
lately, as fhe longed much to hear how her 
ladyfhip did. I faid, your Honour had had fe- 
veral, I believed, very lately. She turned at 
pale as death, and left me, without fo much as 
faying good b'ye. 

Ah, flic has a proud little heart of her dwn» 
The old woman it* they fay* very 91 in gfrod ear- 
Heft : fhould fh* pop ofi^ as one nay fay, plcaft 
your Honour, Mm Lncinda halving, then to 
friend left, would no deubfc be proud to accept 
your generous ofifer.«"--Tbere is juft half a year's 
rent due the twentjMifth of this month, ;rhich 
is the very day after tomorrow :— fhe never 
ufcd to be fo behindhand 3 but the m is for t une 
they have met with has been long coining oo, 
I foppofe, and fo cafb has been fcarce. 1 fhall 
call to-morrow* to put them in mind of it * and 
fhould they put me off with promifes, as many 
a one does, I fhall fell upon ways and means, 
pleafe ydur Honour, which I hope will frighten 
them into a mbrc complying tumour :— and to be 
fure, 'tis only to frighten them, as one may 
Ciy ; there's no harm in that ', I know pretty 
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well how- to comfort them again, having your 
Honour's commands j that \s to fay, knowing 
your Honour's mind.— And Co I remain 

Your Honour's motf obedient (ervant, 

Robert Wilson* 



LETTER XX. 
The Same to tbb Same* 
Honoured Sir, 

• JL O be (ure there never was any thing fell 
out fo unlucky ; though I hope your Honour 
will believe I meant ail for the beft. I told you 
in my laft I intended to call for the rent ; I did 
fo— and the old woman made many excufes; 
faying (he was very forry fhe could not be fo 
punftual as ufual ; but fhe hoped, in the courfe 
of a week, or fortnight at fartheft, to be able 
to pay it. — She looked deadly ill, an't pleafe 
your Honour. — I faid, times were hard — money 
was fcarce with me juft then — your Honour had 
much to do on coming to the eftate. — To be 
fure, I faid you was the beft of gentlemen ; and 
if people thought it worth their while to pleafe 
him— and I looked full in Mifs Luanda's face, 
as one may fay— was generous as a prince.— She 
coloured, but faid nothing. 
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I am lorry, Mrs. CHfeurn, continued I; but 
money I muft have — I rauft gather in my rents. 
X am but a fervant, as it were, and have no 
power to make exceptions. Perhaps, if you 
would write a line to his Honour, be would 
wait ; nay, I am fure he would •, though I can- 
. not take upon me to do it. 

The mother looked firft at the daughter, 
then at me, faying, Oh, Mr. Wiifon, had your 
worthy lady been here at preftnt, you" would 
not treat us thus unkindly. — Fray, did {he not 
write to you, Sir, concerning my child and me I 

« Write to me, Mrs. Ofburn !— write to me, 

faid I — a little flurried your Honour muft needs 
v think, not knowing (he knew about the letter I 
got — No, to be fure ; what fliould her Lady- 
ihip write to me for about you ?— That is, I 
mean if {he had, to be fure I fhould have told 
you, in cafe it concerned you.— Very well, re- 
plied fhe, I am misinformed then—if you can 
wait a {hort time for the money, Mr. Wilfon, 
I (hall be obliged to you j if not, do as you think 
beft : I may poffibly be able to borrow the ftim } 
if not 

Oh, as to that, cried I again, you have only 
to write to his Honour, I am certain — I {hall 
mod certainly decline that, replied {he, what- 
ever other means I may try. So, pleafe your 

Honour, I left them. But in a day or two a£» 
ter I called again, to fee how matters went.— 
Still no money.— I found them both in tears— 
theyjaad feen me coming, I fuppofe. I now 
thdttght fit to be a little {harp ; and talked of 
fcteing their goods, and fo forth— ftill only with 
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a view to frighten them, as I faid before, in 
hopes to bring Mifs Lucinda to ; were it but for 
iliQ fake of her mother.-— And very likely I 
might have fucceeded, had not a gentleman on 
horfeback and his fervant happened to ride by 
the door. My unlucky dog chanced to be at 
it ; and fuddenly barking as they pafled, the 
gentleman's horfe ftarted, and threw his raaC 
ter. He had in his fall fprained his wrlft, it 
feems •, ajnd fent his man in to aft: leave for him 
to ftep in a moment, that he might get a glafis . 

df water, being rather faint with the pain.- 

- To be fure, cried they both in a breath ; ahd 
Mils Luanda inftanriy ran to fetch it.— ; — Well, 
pleafe. your Honour, the gentleman came in, 
laming on his man, for he was otherwise hurt 
too,' 1 fountf. He £tt down, and Mifs Fanny 
brought him the water. He teuld not help 
feeing, an*t pleafe your Honour, fcmethingwas 
the matter with them, for tears were fttU irt 
their eyes ; yet I nercr I think faw Mifs Lucin- , 
<la look half fo pretty. She wiped them, to 
hinder his obfervmg it, I foppofe ; but he did 
neverthelpfs, and in the kindeft manner beg- 
ged, if it would not be thought impertinent* to 
know the caijfef of the diftrefe he few them in. 
They would h^ve put him off with a (ham ex- 
cufe, as one may fay \ bit he in&fted on being] 
informed, laying, their civility to him had 11 
greatly interefted him in their favour.— Ah," 
pleafe, your Honour, I believe it was the pretty 
face; of Mift Luanda that did the bufine^L for 
all tliat i for he 'never once took his eyes $ff it* 
I wifhed myfelf far cnottgh-~*ut ftjll h*pe<J they 
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would not tell — The more they refufeel, the 
more he prefled ; and at laft, pleafe % your Ho- 
nour, the old wtHnah told the whole truth. 

I was glad at my heart they did not tell your 
Honour's 'name ; • for I felt he mtift have thought 
it odd to diftrefs folks for fo trifling a Aim ; not 
knowing, as I did, the reafon of it. Well, 
pleafe your Honour, what docs he do, but in- 
fifts on paying it, as a fmall return, as he was 
pleafed to fay, for their hofpitalty. I thought 
» to myfelf he was very .grateful for fmall favours. 
They both refufed his offers in the ftrongeft 
manner— faid many thipgs, which Ida not ndw 
remember— Mifs Luclnda talked to be furs, Uke 
an angei. 

The end of the. matter was, however, as 
your'ttonourmSyby this time guefs; my de- 
mand was fatjsfied; and I having no further, 
bufinefs there, nor having a right to refufe his 
money, was, fore againft my will, obliged to 
leave them. I could have hanged mv d.9g for 
very 1 Vexation-* an'; yet;, p^eafe yourj&novr, he 




Hcmour; for Iain pretty fiire, when they found 
I was not;, a jperfon to ie fobb'd off with fine 
wofds, they Would certainly have come down, 
and been a little humbler. Indeed, 'twould 
haw been ho great humility ntfftjer, ifr poor 
foHcs Jlker teni, to have accepted your Honour's 
fttypftSL ' I know not what to do next ^ Tsnitt 
win take care to let you know, in cafe I fee any, 
figns of their moving off the prcmifes, as a man 
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may fay.— And fo I wait your Honour's com- 
mands ; being 

Your mod obedient humble fervant, 

Robert Wilson. 

LETTER XXI. 

Sir Henrt Silwyn, to James Crofti, 
Efq. 

JlvEAD thp inclofed (crawl, Jaipes,'. from 
that confounded blockhead, Wilfon, and tell 
me if I have not caufe. to rave J— - I do— I could 
4hoot both him and his curfed dog through the 
head} and certainly ihould, were they within 
jny reach.— So, my Lucinda has got a new 
(over ;— for that this fellow, whoever he is, mud 
*dore her, I take for granted.— Beauty in tears! 
•^-beauty too of her {educing, captivating kind ! 
—what man could behold it with incjMfereijce?? 
James, I am ruined—I am undone— a young 
man he was, I prefume, from his gazing oq ljycr, 
as the rafcal had the face to tell me;— yet, ybong 
or old, could he poffiWy fail to be ftruck with 
her angelic appearance at that affe&ing^ mo* 

ment? He might have cleared up this poinU 

he might hay? defcrjbed him to, me •, ^perhaps I 
miglit thereby have guefled who t&e eovted be-. 
ingis* who has been thys permitted to befricwf 
my' angeL— My offers were reje&ed— rejefted 
Krith icb^nj-^his Accepted— nay, will be lpoked, 
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on as noble, generous, difinterefted.— Her 
heart — yes, her inviolable heart, I prpphefy 

will be his. — Glorious reward ! By Heavens, 

it fhall not. — I will find him out.— I will 
pierce his with a dart more fatal than*even 
my Luanda's ~ eyes. — Yes, I will difcover this 
highly-favoured hero— this wandering knight, 
who has robbed me of my beloved's affections j 
for, date I flatter myfelf fhe could behold with 
indifference the man who behaved-^ — but I tor- 
ment myfelf! — After alt, he maybe as old as 
the BIls, and as ugly as the devil : and as to his 
generofity, what . being in human form, could 

have done lefs ? 1 am on the rack till I hear 

more about it. He left him with her too — 

had not even the ,commoq fenfe to afk his name. 
—to watch how long lie ftaid — which way he 
went — Where he came from — yet has fent me a 
ftupid fcrawl as long as a lawyer's brief, and al- 
mx>ft as unintelligible. 

Adieu; I can write no more.— I am pla- 
gued with thefe curfed lawyers from morning 
till night.-.-! know not 1 one word in ten they 
fay to me — my mind is all confufion. — When 
obliged to fign my name, which I fuppofe I have 
done fifty times, where once would have done 
juft as well, I have as often been on the point of 
writing that of my Lucinda's. Adieu. 

Henry Selwyn. 
Vol. I. - * E 
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LETTER ]£XII. 
The, Same to the S* me, 



JAMES, fhe loves him J — yes* by Heavens 
fhe does — and I am undone, diftrafted, and 
could find in my heart to {hoot myfelf through 
the head, did I not hope to fend a brace of balls 
through his.- — rl have got her letter on the 
fabjeft to my fitter. The blockhead Wilfon 
fent me thiatreafure in triumph, not doubting 
but it would make his peace. The ftory is told 
in the moil afFe&ing, the. moft, engaging lan- 
guage — the hero of it fet off in the moft glowing 
colours that gratitude can paint. — No name yet 
Wnown, at leaft none mentioned j perhaps that 
is to be kept a fecret even, from her friend. 
With diftra&ion I find, however, lie b young 
and handfome; ten thoufand encomiums are la*, 
viihed 6n him~his manner — his. amiable, his en r 
gaging countenance — Oh, curfe his attractions* (ay 
I. — I thought I fhould have gone ftark flaring 
mad while reading her letter •, nay, I am fa at 
this inftant. 

Then my pifture is drawn to the life, and fet 
in contraft with this generous flranger> for ft> fhe 
a&ually calls him, James. Was 1 not inclined 
to be as generous ? — Would I not this moment 
give ail I am, br ever may be worthy to call her 

mine ?- The mother abfolutely dying in dti- 

fpair at her unkind friend's filence— what ban 
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fee do»$ to forfeit her highly-valued efteem!. 
Nothing yet, James, to my fbrrowv 



This, with a thbufand anxious expreffions arid 
wiflies For ray mother's health, and, above alt, 
for their fpeedy return to the wretched Luanda, 
is the purport «f her letter. 

,§traagely r ua^>r$un^t€i the.epiftles of thgfe 
gjrlij, tJiuV to nyfyptry I hpw little do ,tKe dear, 
creatures* dream ipto . whofe hands .they* fall? 
Did they fufped ft, I prefume they would both 
treat yousMtnd Jrtt&ft litfl* more ceremony. — 
FarewclL r 

vH. Selwyn, 



I* 13 ,tTt;R-i XXIII, 
Robert Wilson to: Sir Henry Sblwyn. 



II LEASE your Honour,, thp^c i^npt^g^buV 
bad lufj&at^?^ u^, I' Ai^.V-I called.as ufual 



yc#€ffd»p...ft tip po<Vl^^'r.4^i^r^;Httii; hufi- 
sei? in. the town;, ifljiqn. auuruV.i£*any letters 
were arrived for MifsXucii^a* : th'c poft r mafter, ; 
in .the, gr^tpftconfuficvp, 'told, me., 4i? had^but ] 
two djrjg. before. got a n$wch}rl;;.tH^t he;had 
unfortunately forgot to teUhiof thofe letters were > 
only ta be delivered according to your Honour's , 
ordeEs;~That r . , tlia^ very morning Parfon Peters . 
h^4 call'd to ..aflc ; tjxe famequeftion ; the new 
deck,: ignorant of .the matter, as l v told youj t 
Honour beforp, found one for her, and gave it . 
to him. UU mifter, on finding, the blunder he^' 
E 2 
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had committed, was in a violent paffiofc With the 
poor fellby f but what the better Jwfe'l for that, 
pleafc your Honour ? —the letter Was gone; and 
no doubt wfl caufe iufpicious conjectures jn re- 
gard to the othevs, which have been otherwise 
difpofedjof. . r 

I anv heartily UbrryiQf the 1 tfrtftafee, -btit re- 
joice the fault does 1 hot lay *&t xtbf door, as the 
fajingisj being your Hbnaur's \ 

Moft ^obedient' fervant, 

Robert Wilson.. 



LE TT1 R XXIV; 

LUCINDA to Mifs SELWYti. 



I 17 R felt, long, una airxioufly wHhed-fp» 
letter, my deareft Mtfs SelWyn, has thrown me 
into the utnioft aftonifhment ! Ah, well niay 
you accufe your poor 'unfortunate Lucirida r t>f 
negligence, of ingratitudes—Good Heavens { 
what am I to think! How account for it I*— 
Alas \ I too have fuffered unfpeakable iflHi&ion 
on the very Fame account. I believed myfelf 
forgot-~believed I had loft your valued friend- 
fhip— Ah, think what I muft have fuffered, 
while tormented wiih an idea fo truly painfiil to 
my affectionate heart 1 Tou tell me you have 
wrote to me frequently ; three times, at leaft, 
fince you have received a line from me. 
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Oji, uny atniabie, my" only ^friend, what can I 
fay^whM P»J rtunk pf all thi«r! — ftrange fufpi- 
cions, I am forry to fay, firike my imagination at 
tbis[raoinpnt.- ? h+ h*4*«*J» indeed, I fear,Sir Har- 
ry has a^cd^a moi* : uttgenifouSpart*--But this 
•conje&ure m#y #(3#i&y' : notf only aftpnith, but 
offend you^ my dear Madam, fiiice it appears 
yourha^rscsj^d jaone of the many letters I 
have wr^ fines t^mo^tfyfegjeYent happened, 
.^hacUigivas m^^u*: t<jf> ( great .aright to believe 
j him capably ojF i^ , I b?ve not a doubt but they 
t haye aJB,^ both (y out's and mine, fallen into his 
. haiidsJ«rIt : muft ,b$ for?-there is no other po& 
- fibie way to account for what has almoft broke 
. xny heart }' I meaok \my deareft friend's long, 
pain^illyiloljg {Hence, — -Alas ! you are ignorant 
c thfP of ay w that has: happened to oie* * 
\ n-JPfe Mifs ^wyfi,,Uow {hall I have courage 
t ^ r relat^* feco^d time, events which I cannot 
. #?$%> think of without horror I— Yet it mwft, it 
fliadl r J?e ( done 5l whatever pain it may coft me ; 
jjhfct J mav fta^d fully jiiilified in the opinion of 
her, whofe.gooxi opinion and friendship, of all 
©!hi?rs,J ana^noft anxious to merit and regain,-—' 
Ala>f .If |iad toicj ypu ail ;. I bad>«s my only con* 
foja^ion* wrote moft minutely every thing that 
had either gjven mq pain or pleafure ; of the lat- 
ter, indeed^ I have had a very fmall fhare, fince 
the- fatal day you left the. Ah, fatal I may too 

jufUy call it! Let me coileft my fcattered 

thoughts, and then writ/e once morsgdl the par- 
ticulars. . , . ;V . 
. . E j . 
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N. B. Jifrr* £*iwft& rtpt*tp*ht fi&f&wce pf 
aU thofi Utttrs iittireqndty 8k-lH*nf> and then 
frtcndt 4$ fAbim t <.'■*:: 

Now* tell, me* roy dtartft friend* have I not 
too much caufe to ftfyeft yottr bro th er Has 
thought proper, (Ih ortfcr the «n0re eafity* as 
he no doubt flattered hirrffeif, foaacomplHk4*is 
ungenerous purpofc,) to intercept out* letters ? 
You find too, that which our kind friend Lady 
Selwyn informed us {he had wrote to Mrl Wi!- 
fon, .he has either nevtt* received, ^tfr has beta 
. ordered^to dfeay k to ««.' <SitfHi*r#}r, ^jilfin, 
~wi0ftd tx> deprive us of «very ifcfouVcci vainly 
hoping wftould then 'fcfcopno accept fach dfiers 
as he had prefumedfeo fettke toe.— i-Inde^d, fil- 
led, Mife Selwy», lie kn^#« b«t ifctlfc dr* y«ur 
poor Lueiiida'3 heart, 1f he bfsKfeye* *he-ftor*6rs 
-pf poverty could induce ter to tjkconie ri&*ery 
wretched being he wiflted^A^kfefc^.-^Nfty, 
can we believe your ftewa¥d wotild r haVd ' J*r€fthii- 
ed, without his mttfter^ petmiffion, to !ha*e 
treated my pobriinotbir foha*fhly ; a* i ttme 
too when he muft tavehe^&ourrtdent tofi? 
• Jrtpofiibfe f~ Aia», ^ai f IltoVeev^y r^fori^o 
tear thefe repeated *Wks Will fobft deprive me 
:of her,— Long &e cannot live — ftie is irtrorn io. 
-a foadow. Low and drafted, Aclases oA her 
?W4r«tcfc*d'dabght6Pwith-looksof tender coniptf- 
fion j unwMUng to exprefs thofe fears fo* ttiy 
ftte, which I plainly fee tortures ; hef anxious 
befit*. I do all I c-an to fooeh and comfort her. 
—I even ventured to remind her of your friend- . 
fliip forme; of Lady ^Seiwyn's kind promifes, 
at the time whep'Hcaven knows, I feared I was. 
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forgot by both.— I am not.-wOh, what a confa- 
kiticm in that delightful aflirraiiee ! 

Your letter, my dear Mifs Sehfyfr, was a cor- 
d ikl to her ttes^Vbrn-out fpirrt* : ihe feemed to 
acquire ncvr life While 1 re^d'itto her; abd has 
been more eompofed* more eafy ih her mind 
ever fince. Mr. Peters is often with her. — We 
at* promifed the fmall remains of our little for- 
ttrae fome time this month ; he has kindly prd- 
mlfcd to take charge Of it and me, fliould I lofe 
the moft affeftfohate of mothers, 

Ttou fee, m? dear Maddm, the mnocefat arid 

TirtuOus ought ftevfer to defpahv Have I not 

grefct reafbn to pdt my firm truft in Providence ? 
— furely I have. Could there be a greater* proof 
o£ its goodriefs, then fending that amiable Gran- 
ger fo opportunely to out relief, at the moment 
the cruel WiHofl Was on the point of exerting 
the power giVen him over us ? 

Oh, mayj tfeVer be fo Ungrateful, as to fefge* 
fts timely inter]f>oEtioh, or teafe to blefs the ge- 
nerous hand that -faved us from the intended 
wortlficatkta ! AH .1. regret is, not knowing to 
whom we are fo infinitely indebted. — I could 
not afk his name ; indeed, I Was fo flurried at 
that paittfui mometitj that I am not now certain 

whether it ever occurred to me. He had 

fprained his wrift in his fall : — it gave him great 
pain ; yet the fituation in which he found us 

appeared to afleft him ftill more. '•My pOor 

mother beggM to look at it, fearing a bone 
might be broke-— it was not. — She advifed him 
to let his man rub it 5 but innoeeftthy added, her 
Luanda's hand would be foffef j and bid me do 
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it. 1 felt my face in a glow — yet, how refufe? 

— I am fure I performed the taik very awkward- 
ly ; but 'tis no matter; I {hall never, 'tis moft 
probable, fee him again ; and yet he muft, one 
would think, have been vLfiting fome family in? 
this part of the country ;— but, as I laid, 'tis of 
• no conference to me. 

How truly am I rejoiced to hear Lady Selwyo> 
is in fo fair a way of recovery *, and that I may 
yet hope to have the happinefs of thanking ho? 
in perfon for all her kindne^ !— If poffible, my 
Jear Madam, keep, from hef Jpaowledge Sir, par- 
ry's faulty conduit; it will only 'dtftref* her :*— 
.not for worlds would I add to the affliction fhe 
lias already met with :— No-,, may her Ladyfhip- 
ever beBfeve him all (he fondly wi&es ; and that 
he may really become fiieh, I no lefs fincerely. 
wifh, both for her fake, and the fake of my 

amiable friend. -He has greatly humbled me, 

I confefs — his propofals have (hocked my pride 
-yet, I give him credit for not attempting to 
deceive me \ for though, perhaps, lefs delicate* 
it was at leaft mere honeft. — Ah, I cannot re- 
colleA, without a blufh of indignation, the opw 
nion he muft have formed of me I 

Adieu, my beft, my only friend; I muft now 
attend my poor mother v fhe has flept for fome 
hours with more compofure than flie has done 
for fome time j I truft it is a favourable omen. 

I (hall get this letter put under a cover to Mr. 
Peters's friend in London, left it^ould (hare 
the fate of feveral others. Be fo good,.alfo, as 
to put your's under cover to this worthy man ^ 
by that means, I truft, we fhall fruftrate the 
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defigA of thofe, whoever they arc, who cruelly 
wifl) to interrupt; a correfpondence fo neceflary 
to, the happiliefe of your ever grateful, and un- 
changeably affe&ionate 

L. OSBUKM. 



". L E i\ T-JE:. R ^XXV. 

/The/Same to the Same, . 

\J My dqur Mifs Selwyn \ how will you be 
aftonifhed to find thofe, conje&nres you have fo 
often fprmed concerning yoUr Luanda's birth 
np : logger c^imierkall-^Good .Heavens ! what 
.amazing,- tfcingv J have to tell you ! — yet hojr.to 
hring my. j^sM^toi^ableorder^ after the iiv- 
coacrivaWe fijrprife : andf (hodk I havfe met -with 
fincc I laft wrote t^yo^ I known &»Ui I am ail 
confyfion, all *£phi{hment; ! ; yet long impat*» 
*9tfj to aajv^iflfcyqfi wtfh.the particulars 0/ my 
ftory, : :,{ \. -.1 . - . .1. t \- i ^ :'.' .: 

. [AJitf* my.d^iieft frkn^l \ have to 'acquaint 
im r ?ff J jfacM tihpuldy ; {for £ plainly faw fhe 
WSJdiJWI l#«glbe^n:ift|iat!^ant oi\this .mifer- 
able. wqfW),! th^the\v*o.rtby woman I have for 
h.W*J:VW^faW&vp?&> and Who with heart- 
felt [f^Ma^i^i £ jcaD Wk& back and fay, I treated 
^.4^;iP^^j!^{w Jaorp .^-Shts died abdut ten 
^JftiUfter.rLjfwotft.jnj^Wi Writer,, in which I 
gave jw i fucl> j^v^cepv^t^of Jierhcakh.-^ 
I ***** thfcugxje* jthle friendly, h^fpitahle^oef 
of the kind.aftd w©stl>y Mr. Peters^ Oh, MUi 
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t frNyii f but for a frying friend tiki Wi^ fe 
the trying iftoipents of fo melancholy an *v*nf, 
what mifthwe. become of tee t lie has budefcd 
fhown bimfelf the friend of the fatheriefi, die 
comforter of the afflaftedj and great, I an> 
fore, will be his reward in a better world. 
. Finding the awful moment was approaching, 
in which fhe muft bid me an eternal adieu, (he 
begg'd Mr. Petew mi^ht lie font for :-^bc came 
— ".Sit down by me, my amiable lArcinda, ,r 
laid £he } ci I have nto*h' tor fiqr to you, my 
love, perhaps I am to blame for having delay'd 
k to long ; yet I had my reafons; you wiH in< 
time- know them. She then took my hand, 
and gasing on me with expreffions- of unf]>eak- 
aMc teadernefi, " My dear child," continued- 
<4he, «* for as fact I have cvfcr khfctf^y***, 
though I have no other date w the *&te *©Y 
your mother than what my lender we fend 
anxious foltdto^e fo* y^wr happmefs, ; from the 
^rery moment of your birth, has given me. 9 
• Good Heavens! cried I^sttaoft bteatbtefe 
with furprize, what is it I hear t . 

'. « Jte cotnpofed, riy ^rttn^childj* fikfrflie,, 
iote rrepting ine; i" 4o not be tfoo^muth-flikri- 
-ed, do not be alartA'd^fdcteg I wfe* heai^ A Jnt- 
ing : « your ftory is a long oaey I am not, I 
forefaw I Should not .be, at the moment I wiih<- 
cd you to be acquainted with 4 ty in a-c4nditfeift 
<o relate att' the particulate; that wrwefitf h*K 
snent is arrived^ I&eusfore have / at diffident 
times wrote a narrative of them,' #hkh has for 
fome years been mtrafted to the care of *$flK 
worthy man who has givw vie e*ery comfort 1 
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can expect on this fide the grave, by promifln 
to be a father to you, fhould it be the wiU o 
Heaven never to reftore to you your own." 

Oh my kind, my refpefted mother, cried I 
for never never will your poor weeping Lucind 
ceafe to give you that tender appellation ; tel 
me, tell me, I befeech you, who is my father 
does he then ftiH live I may I yet hope for th< 
Blcfling of feeing, of being acknowledged bj 
him! 

A flood of tears now ftappVJ the power oj 
utterance; this in fame meafure relieved raj 
agitated heart — " Hear me patiently* my bsfl 
lave," faid the affe&ionate creature ; " whethej 
he yet lives, -'tis not in my power to inform youj 
but it is moire than probable he does : who fate 
is, you will find in the account I havcNgiven in 
writing.-— Suffice it at prefent to fay, you have 
no caufe to hlu/h fpr your origir^-r-You will 
* receive feveral things from Mr. Peters which 
will ferve to afcertain that particular.— To thp 
protection of Heaven jnd this ♦worthy frfend I 
mv& m>yr teve*y<^*, my &&?& sh»W; yp<* 
tow*Mh<!r£itMft&b th^md Lady Selwyn, 
w4 frsr JovcJf {laughter : ihouW *bey toe to 
return, you have every reafen to belteyp tfcey 
viU*K* jyithdrgfv that frkindfl>ip they have al- 
ready giv^i you fomfry proofs of." 
. Hfro (fee p*»fed, being* good deateshaufted 
pith t*lWa& iwd -the agitation 4 theinj;ereftin« 
fijbja# ted occafioned-.^^ke.b^g'd Mtaleft 
afefce, to hopes (he might get a HtJde *tfft : we 
tfiHtfd y but jn tefs than half an hqur were 
akrati by. bearing hsr «grpw?-^we .inftunly 
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flew td her j bat, alas ! all was over ; {he had 
breath'd her laft as we entered the room. 

I muft for a while lay down my pen*— I ani 
unable to proceed at prefent.— This kind family 
do all in their power to difpel my melancholy* 
and would perfuade me I may yet fee many 
happy days.*— Alas 1 dare I indulge this pkafing 
hope ! » there even a probability of it ! aban> 
doned, forfaken as I have (b many years been 
by tht>fe who gave me being; and who, as 
you will find, my deareft friend, had, and, if ft ill 
living, no doubt have it io amply in their pow- 
er to confole roe !-— Ah, no, no ! I dare not. 
All I have now to do is, to learn resignation to 
the will of Heaven, and in whatever ftate I 
am deftined to live, therewith to be content* 



In Continuation 

JLJJERE, my deareft friend, follows the ftory 
I promife4 you-: I have copied it from my wor- 
thy mother's narrative— -mother I may juftly call 
her ; for {he has been more than a mother to 
your afflicted Lucinda. 

" Your father, my amiable Lucinda, was the 
only furviving fon of Sir George Afton $ he 
had feveral others, as. well as two daughters, 
who all died in their infancy : Sir George ' 
piqued himftlf on being defcended from one of 
the oldeft families in the kingdom. His for- 
tune was very considerable $ add to this, he had 
aifo a near proipeft of beingheir to aftililargerj 
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Accompanied by a higher title than that of a 
baronet. 

I am forty, my dear child, 'tis not in my • 
^poWe* fo give you a more particular account of 
It $ hut as my acquaintance with it began but a 
few days before your birth, I am ignorant of 
many things, you would no doubt wiffi to be 
fully informed of; the few 'tis m my power to 
give, I learned from your aiftilble mother, du- 
ring the ihort time Ihe lived, after I weflflllto 
her fervice ; your father I never faw—Jfe was^ 
when about eighteen fent abroad on his travels. 
Young as he then was, Sir George had pro- 
jected an alliance J>e^veen him a lady of equal 
birth and fortune, whom it was agreed'he fhould 
marry as foon as he returned to England. 
Whether he gave a reluctant confent to fulfill 
his engagement ; or whether your mothers fu- 
perior charms tempted him to break through h % 
■1 know not 5 he met with her at Florence ; fhc 
was an Italian by birth, and of a good family; 
thq^deftitute of fortune.-^He faw, and inftantly 
conceived the nioft Violent paffion for her :— 
Alas ! he was then, too young to reflect proper- 
ly on the cohfequehces likely to follow the gra- 
tification of it : — he married her, kfter having 
been near two years abroad : vainly flattering 
himfelf with the hopes of his father's forgiven 
nefs, as he was his only child, and had ever 
been the moft indulgent of parents. ; Theft 
circtip&ftances, it appears j ferveo H Hhljr'W l ig^rai 
vate the crime he had been guilty of.\ Si* 
George's promife had been given to- fh'e family 
be had long wilhed tt> be allied to 5 ttM'-ffeuig 
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lady had ever difcovered a partiality for the 
perfon chofen by her friend? ; they had known 
£ach other from their childhood. 

Mr. Alton wrote %q Sir George, informing 
him of what he had done", begging permiffion 
to return, to throw himfelf at his feejt, and tc 
introduce to him a daughter, the moft lovely, 
the moft movable of women !~ You already, I 
doubt not, my dear Lucinda, gueft the anfwer 
wafroot futh a> his too (anguine hopes led him' 
to exjeft*— 'twas wrote ki the moft feverer 
terms ; eyery, exprefiion it contained was dag^ 
gew to hi* -heart I — not the moft diftant hopes 
of £ reconciliation appeared from any part of 
it: oa the contrary, Sir George charged him* 
never inore to make even an attempt either to 
write or to fee him j~ he from lhat moment 
renounced him* he had fettled every farthing, 
of his eftate that it was m tpowflr to ,part wish, 
oa a diftant relation 5 nor fliould any cenfiftatar 
tion inJife, induce him to change his purppfe; 

I need not dwell longer on this painful {ftft of 
the ftpry* fny. lavecf.cWldj you bjwfe already 
heard enough to Uiftr^fo your feeling heart. 
Tkejp foine *»onths after ^Jr uiarrjiage» rame 
to England $ (till indulging tbe.hope«* &*t ihw 
prefence might produce happier e#Wbs thaa the 
many tetters he bad wro^e* noae of which -Sir 
George u h^d s ever deigned tp anfwer gxwpt the 
fiji^ but-, ajas! '^a* whb no l^fer fuceak* 
b^w .fef%n > 4w rs [«»d h^rt wpre &ut tgaktift 

r After a. thpufand frunlefs attends jto obfeifi 
^r^ven^s,.^,j^gdfAkute #f Mf ifttttt* 
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^ &pp©«it the '•rife : fte adore?! ; he at f aft deter- 
mined to accept an offer made him, of going in 
a very -advantageous line to' the Eaft- Indies. — 
Tour -mother, who was tiben too far advanced 
In ber J fwegnancy to Accompany bim at that time, 
it was agreedj Ihould follow him with the 
pledge of their ilUfated attachment j as fbon as 
fe acondition^o nnckjTtafce the voyage* 

This pftati, ^s their only refcbree,' wds put Hi 
Execution y-^yob may eafily conceive the pangs 
their Reparation mufi occasion. It was expefted 
your mother would be ready to Fall with the 
oekt' flee t;°wHiifh v ' was td leave England about 
three months' after that in which your father 
went." Ttoe^rferi who haid'beei^ dhgdgedi 'nok 
•only -to hupfejrfeli, rriy 7 Io^e, but* to accompany 
'you abroad, was a few days 'before your birth, 
'tafeft^ektremeljf flls' 1 I was recommended to Tup- 
<0*y *er* j^ace £ 1 liad ; loft my ;htafkand a : ' fe^ 
«nonths before, and my child was art that time 
on fchepomt* of death ;' it died :;~7ou^n\yjove- 
ly ^Lyemda, was nourifhed wjth the'* milk fti. 
ttfmSA fye'wf poor .babe *^^Yo'tri*Wf5ftirti*fe 
mcfehe* was*,* diirftig the 'fitfl Weefc di- te)ti tftrys[, 
bs Veil «j , cdtld i be e'xpeAed j bat ^Heth* Bronx 
©ve^^S^ety/ ory^ttende <td foflbw ! th£ man 
flie'adoretf, ISekven only 'know* ! fhe wis tif- 
fed -with* a feyer-^all attempts* to* fare her life 
were WdffeAnal 5 youtloftfcer, mytfeair Ltrdn* 
da* kkb&Wr&W&iicttf *verV '^bfc*fl$ftl 
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from, the time of her marriage ; others, from 
herfelf. 

I will fhorten what remains . to be told* as 
much as poffible, my dear child : I wifh not to 
pain your heart, by attempting to defcribe the 
mournful fcene to which I was then a melancho- 
ly witnefs ; even this very imperfect, pecpunt wiU 
coft yoiv too many tears $->--not ope friend, not 
one relation. to comfort her in this trying/hour; 
'twas enough to melt the hardeft kea^t !- The . 
fervant I mentioned, and myfelf au^biphjte 
ftranger were the only, people about her in 
whom Ihe could confide : — What' could we do ? 
alas! but little; yet, all fh^t was iqpjiy, power I 
promifed, and, I truft h^ve fairfifuiiy performed. 
—Finding her , end approach ipg, (he t \n> tyros 
that wrung my very foul, 6egg*d ; ,roe tofakf 
charge of her fyelplefs jqfsfit,: till I fio^d deliver 
,it to, its father : — this Ij folernnly yowed Jp 4o, 
as well as to give it that place in rjay afieftiohs, 
which my ,own would ha?e enjoyed, had it * 
pleaijc^i j Heaven tojpare it to me s-r-this^ffuf* 
anc^gaye her , for/Te . , degree , of fI confd§Pto$ 
'twoujd^ dpubtl^s : %ave jbee# iric^a 7 patujTai t$ 
kay? gVf?R th^^mpor^aiiit cjiarg? Jot^e iperfon 
who bad liyed laager, with, hejv, B^?>ege&}i?g 
.that ihe was not in a cpndition tpnurfo you, 
jny Xucinda, jy I was,, and oa this depend to 
3 g^eat m#afiire your ltfe^the. misfortunes jafc 
AjP'M *4 r ?|rea4i r Knderied j# 
infinitely dear to me ; my heart, naturally tcfir 

then y#%bfflT'!W «d;i«Uf^i*- 
myexiftence. 
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Before fhe clofcd her eyes in death, fee gave 
me in charge tbofe papers and other things you 
will receive with, this; and alfo-, nine hundred 
pounds, which your fathe* left in her hands, 
left feme unforefeen accident ihould prevent 
her following him, as foon as they both ear- 

neftly wifh'd. Alas, alas! little did they at 

the fad moment-of their feparation, believe they 
were to meet no more. — This fum I propofed 
placing in the hands of a worthy man, a mer- 
chant in. the city ; with whom I had for fame 
years lived as houfekee per, and from whofe fa- 
mily* I had married * he kindly took charge, of 
k, duly paying me the intereft ; — to himl I alfo 
applied, to order $very thing relating to the fu- 
neral* Sir George being, he found on enquiry, 
at his country feat, tho' little was to, be expect- 
ed from him, yet we agreed to inform him of 
.her death as our duty, feemed, t<* direct* , 
► ■ That melancholy bufinefe being over, 1 bagg'd 
Ijjs advice as. to what was next to be done 5 he 
thought Sir George ought to be wrote to, and 
informed of a]l that had happened, that I might 
have nothing to reproach myfelf with, whatever 
anfwer he might ; think fit to give.— This Mr* 
Smith, the friend I above mentioned, kindly 
undertook 5 — the anfwer was like all thofe he 
had be^pre given your unfortunate father : be 
faid, he knew no fuch perfon as the woman we 
liad^ prefumed to trouble him about, conie- 
quently had nothing to do with her child, fup- 
pofing there was one, which he neither believ- 
ed^ nor felfchimfetf any way Concerned to en- 
quire into; if fuch there was, he difclaim ed ail 
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. connection with it », and charged us, uniefs we 
: chafe to be confidertd as ^impoftors, at our 
i perils to name it again to him, or any perfon 
ddorigtRg to him ! 

. This, .at once decided the fete of my deareft 
child 5 ail hopes were now at an end from /that 
quarter : we next wrote a minute of efery me- 
'httcholy circumftance to your father, tagging 
his airfVer might be trddrefled to Mr. Smith \ 
bat how to dirett to him, we knctv not * as it 
unfortunately happened, I rarely knew he was 
gone to the Baft-ladies* To what part of it r 
. or ui what capacity, I was totajiy ignorant j nor 
' could we by any means gain this necefllry in- 
formation 5 I, as I obfefved, was quite a ftrang- 
,^r to your family 5 the other fervant had never 
• chqnoed to hear more than* that he was gone 
' tottbht'part of the world; (he. too was a fo- 
reigner,; of courfe unacquainted, with any of 
your connexions, not >even your mother's ; 
having entered into her fefvice at Pfrris, #0 
which place they came foon after their mar- 
riage : every poffible* enquiry was made, -but all 
in vain ; our letter, was fent, however at a ven- 
ture j but I havegood reafon to believe it ne- 
ver reached n1m> - as from tKtt day to this, I 
have »ever heard what is become of him v and 
whether dead or alive at tht$ moment, JHeaven 
oniy know*! 

Having fettled every thing in the beft man- 
ner I poffibly could ; andas I before faid, plac- 
ed the little fortune your mother had left you 
in the hands of Mr. Smith, I determined to quit 
London, and retire to the country with my pre- 
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^ciour charge 5 not only bec&ufe il wowkt bfe more 
' for its healthy .than fuch a iituatton *s I could, 
oat of its little income, afford to place it out in 
town ; botalfo, becawfelV'as petfuaded I-cofcki 
live at mach 4efe. cxptfnee^ analogs 'rather to 
encreafe, thajn.diminifh your little ftock. 

I bad no particular attachment to one part of 
England more than anoihe*; I or4y cenfidered, 
the farther from Afc^ ca£fca! t il^e cheaper I 
♦fliould probably findUt^—Qhattc^led tile td the 
ifppt you now, n)ydfea¥*ft Lncwda, inhabit. I 
tex^ntoqr^Ih»te«Vwthk^ £afiW*br*a widow ; 
W yo«, imy amtabte cWld, jha^rfe been believed 
my daughter—dieaver tome you could net hate 
.befa, tad tljafc *ca1fy tbm dit'^aft; I have 
loted yon with l a| >ktorbeW fefidnfefs ^ and wi& 
th^;mofc.pleaftig/ tetfferftcfft afed aflVflion has 
'that foinfrkeft b*m;rctu*n*d V y#8> l *ny beloved 
chiicfr your behaviour to me, yoor wholtf eon- 
ducj«^ ei^ry^pQ^y^ inftance, bas amply re- 
paid all my care. * * Heaven is my witnefs, it has 
teen: my unremitted ftudy, my greateft joy,' tdr 
fupply to you, as far as my poor abilities gave 
me power, the lofs of your unfortunate parents. 

Thus, my much ioy/djchild, Lhave given 
you a faithful account of all I know concerning 
thofe . particulars fo in*ereftiflg v £o you, "Who 
.can pretend to fay, what bleffings Heaven may 
yet have in ftore for you ? its ways are unfearcti- 
ablef but of th» we are well aflur'd, it never 
wholly abandons the innocent. When I a to 
taken>from ?o;u, ^tty4ove> cteperid upon it^ you 
will not bb Idftderftikiee^or^with^ut pmteftloti- 
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That more prosperous, more happy day*, «w 

yet be in fibre for you, my amiable chHd^.tha 

you have hitherto feen, has been, and, tor the 

laft hour of my ltfe* ihall continue .to bo, the 

( .fervent prayer of your : truly ai&uqnate mother 

JaW:Osborn. 

Thus, my dear. Madam, ends my mfclancho! 
ftory, #rote by t tl^at worthy momi* whofe me- 
mory wjll'ever .be juftLy : deaf, tchmfc 

| have ftill fome other things toacquaint yo t 

. with : but thofe I muft deferitUl another oppor- 
tunity. Jj&n at prefent exhaufted withwritiiag 
(b much) and my eyes fail me $ I have wept 
inceflantty during my fad employment: Alas* 
alas ! can I ever ccaie to w«ep ! *• 

. . Adieu I — believe me> wkh wtdang&ble 
affe£tio% and, unbounded gratitude for all your 

. favours, • • ;j <r\" 

f ver your's, \ 

L* OlBUftN*, 



LETTER XXW. 
Mift Sbl4vy:n to LdciNDi Osburn. 

I H A V £ done nothing but reproach myfdf, 
my deareft Lucinda, for my unjuft, my unpar- 
donable fufpicions, ever £nce I received your 
laft letter. Indeed, my dear girl, I ought to 
have known you better : — but refle&/*with your 
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the fly deceive! 
like a eondemnev 

know nothiiig on earfi -'' iacrgjve ipy 
much pleafute. And that old tiflaih, Wilton, 
too—- Heavens ! who would hayetitought if?-— 
But he is a man, Luanda, and lb the! wonder 
is at an end. He judged it mod prudent, it 
feems, to worfhip the rifing fun.— Ah, the vile 
mercenary wretch ! at. his time of fife to affift 
in betraying th£ innocent ! what kind of pu- 
nifliment.can be. found adequate to his crime? 
—None. Andyc* hei will,' no doubt, bertr- 
irarded, and'thfejnore valued by his precidus 
mailer, on finding he has a. conscience lb com* 



d by Google 



* — T I* > 

leech you— no diflxaft of Providence^., J) you 
fuftflpie I hfvc taken *all this p»^ to, train yon 
up in the way y*ty ihowld ggt, Iclfild,. to lea?e 
you ktl^ftip ypur.Awnj devices* an$i that, too* 
at .^tixoe whegjfju moft ftand in need of aqy. 
frieadftup ajtyd protection f — No,, no j, . one. 
wretch i» tbe^fjujulfvin ejp#ug|i in alUqofdense* 
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— Had I been of the other ftx, indeed^ y<iu 
might hav* looked with an eye of ftvfpicion; on > 
thefe. fair promifes. But re«t*mber, and re- 
joice at the fame time, I am a^jooFvreak fe- 
male, like yourfelf ; yet; though Hveak, I truft 
we fhaU contrive to baffle all the a1>on sable de- 
figns of thofe mighty lords of the creation, who 
have taken it into their filly heads to fancy we 
are created merely for their amufe merit, . 

Yet, Lucinda, I find there is one of thefe 
male wretches, who, from your own accoi 
of him, appears to be formed upon a new plan* » 
Do you guefs; who I mean, my dear ? — or have 
you already forget the cHarming*— the amiable 
— thf companionate ftranger with the fprained 
wrift^-r- Thefe, I think, were the cool % th*#«- 
impAJponed epithets you beftowed upon bi«H 
were they not, Lucinda ?—I believe they might* 
you cry; blufhing up to the very ears%— Bit 

could gratitude dictate any others ? Oh* njfet; 

to b$ iune.r-WVyQiy,. you could not fuppofe I wgW JV 
fiinpie enough A<* fancy them ttfe jflffufions of a>> 
more, tender fentiment 5 that, you know, chilli, \. 
would have been ft> very ridiculous f On thofe % 
of graiitude we may be as eloquent a& Wpledft^ 
but ofte'v*— Q, fye!— what modeft Mifs **uld 
tvcnjkini 9 much lefs talk, of that naughty pat- 
fion ! Don't you find, my dear, there is fome- 
thing mighty moving, mighty intereftmg in » 
fpramed vjti/l ? ' ^ •; 

lam dying- to fee this poor, invalid ; and : alfo 
to' know whether he has a ftcond time ventur- 
ed to* take an airing your way. If he has any * 
tafl% J cannot; doubt ip$ for whero j can; he go, 
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and find fo many beauties ? Yet, that % vile 

dpg !;~~*he might fancy it was the prote&or of 
your little villa,- and fear fpraining his other 
wrift ! — Were he to .gratify the inclination, I'll 
be fworn, he feels to thank you again for your 
tender fpjfcitude — nay, he may apprehend a 
worfe difafter — What think you. of "a fpraitied 
hearty Lucinda? — — But you know the rcme- 

dy— 'tis only rubbing it with a foft hand. 

How I laughed at the hoheft Simplicity of your 
worthy mother, in giving you fuch an employ- 
ing I It put me in mind of the beftVtold ftory 
that I ever read in my. life: though to acknow- 
ledge I had read it , nfight bring, my prudence 
intoijueftion.; You, I well know, never did, 
noV v .eHft*fhaU with my content ; though I there- 
by deprive you of enjoying real humour. — Did 
I pot truft your^nother is by this time perfect- 
ly recovered, my dear Luanda, I would not 
Jtas have given wajr to trifling. I am fo de- 
llghted with the hopes that mine will foon be 
fo* and thit we lhall foon meet, that I am in 
high ffpirks : : may mine enliven your's ; and 
why fliould they be deprefled ? 

£}h* Y<** cry, can my amiable Mife Selwyn 
afk fiich a queftion, after reading my rhelan- 
choly letter f—Aro I not reduced to beggary i 
Have I nbt met with the moft humiliating in- 
fult?-T-Ta!th^firft I anfwer, no~th*t can ne* 
ver happen till I ftand in the fame predicament \ 
— T and '*$; to 'the* fccond, my dear^-why, to be 
fure., it was.jratlher imperthbent to fuppofe you 
formed 0n i*h$ fame plaa with thofe f beings he 
hajs, no. doubt >>een hut teoimuch accuftomed to 
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adociate with. But, who is to blame, child i 
Had you been lefs lovely, he had been lefs 
guilty ; To the fault, after all, lays wholly at 
your own door. 

Write to me inftantly — tell me every thing ; 
above all, tell me if you have had a fecond vifit 
from a certain amiable Granger, ^who runs 
ftrongly in my head. As to the gallant, gay 
Sir Harry, bad as he is, I do not fancy he will 
carry the joke fo far as to attempttcarrying you 
off, either by force or ftratagem. He is not 
quite fo deeply read in novels, I prefume, as 
that comes to : there a heroine would think her 
adventures but half finiflied, without that cere* 
mony ; but, in real life, my dear, one feldom 
hears of fuch enterprifing herbes — perhaps they 
are too feldom driven to fuch extremities,-** 
Adieu. 

S. Selwyn. 
ft 



LETTER XXVIL ' 



Sir H*E n R ¥ Selw y a, Efq. to J a m e s * 
Croats, Efq. 

X AM fairly jockied, by Heavens}— all liiy 
fond hopes are blown to the devil — and I may 
go hang myfdf on the tirfk inviting twig I meet 
with. 

On my return to the country, James, I flew 
to the cottage of my charmer $ not doubting 

Vol. I. F 
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but I feouJd contrive feme meats of feeing her, 
a* t kggw the old wocnan was laid up, and con- 
fequeiuly no fear of interruption from her. 
That blockhead Wilfon had informed me Che 
vv as deadly feajd, as he called it ; but had flaek- 
ened his cerrefpondenee fioce the afiair of the 
pott-office, and other unlucky matters) fothat 
I knew no more of what had happened, leaving 
London a few days after. 

I went, as ( was telling you, dettrmiaed at all 
everts to fee her ; and &ch was my impatience, 
'that I did not even go homfc firft, hut drove tQ 
the habitation of my beloved; meaning to make 
a- merit of this at tentioflLm-rrr- Judge, if you can, 
thai is to fey, what was my aftonjOwnqot te 
find it (hut up~defolate-~my fair one flown !-~* 
I was confounded ; and at once concluded herib- 
knight-errant had valiantly refcued her from the 
power of her wicked purfuer. — I lent my man, 
however, to enquire of a neighbour ; when, 
behold, I found the old woman was, horta fide % 
dead and buried ; qmd that my Lucinda Jiad „ 
taken up her refidenee, not with her hero, as I 
feared, but at the parfonage; this, in fome re- 
fpefts, was nearly as inconvenient. . .. . 

Curfing niy unlucky ftars, I had nothing for 
it, but to drive to the Abbey, and there vent 
my wrath on my ftupid, thick-ikull'd agent a 
~ happily for hi* worihip, he was anient. 

This was to be a day of furprifes, James; the 
firft you tanr* already heard, but the fecond - 

beats it all to nothing. Ah, your Honour;.* 

cried the kotfejfccpab when ihe»came taaik; 
my command* about &ppqr> &c. &c. have jkm* 
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heard the news ? — What news, replied I ; not. 
dreaming fce would ufher in the old woman's 
death with, an ah ! — and confequently believing 
fl*e had fomethiag of importance to tell me.— I 
'was aot miftaken ; though I might have guefled 
till doomfday ere I had hit upon the, nature of 

it, Why, blefs your Honour, returned fhe» 

Mifs Lucinda is turned out to be a lady. A 

lady! cried I, breathlefs with apprehenfions„; 
now believing.the fellow, I have fet down as my 
rival, had a&ualiy married her.-*- — Yes, pleafe 
your Honour, her mother, that is to fay, the 
perfon we have all, as well as herfelf, believed 
till now was fucfa, I bear declared on her death- 
bed to Parftra Peters, &e was no child of her's; 
—that Mifs Luanda's parents were people of 
fefluon and fortune ; and that Mrs. CMburawas 
neither more nor left than her nurfe. 

This is all we have yet. heard of the. ftory, 

pleafe your Honour, continued flies 'tis a very 

tjdd one, as qne may fay ; yet I could almbft 

^perfuade myfelf 'tis true,.fhe is fuch a lovely. 

*youog creature, and fomehow fo unlike the old 

woman ! 

Mr. Peters, k feen\s, believes every word of ft 5 
fothe has taken her home, and behaves 'to Jier 1 
for all the world as if (he was his own daughter^ 
though. I do not find (lit is a bit richer thaq^Hie 
was ; nay, fc far from it, that, I heard, te>t- 
withftanding what 1 have juft told your Ho? 
nour, there is a talk of her going into fome gen- 
teel (ervke. — Tis, as I was faying* a ftrtwige 
ftory altogether ; for if flie has ri^.jti^tora. 
wby,<Wt they providefor her?— rfil v '; ■ :i ;' , ^ , .. i 
F 2 .. '' '"• ; " ' 
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Well, James, what fay yon to this ? my 

mother and -fitter will fwallow it f without mak- 
ing a wry face 5 ''twill folly juftify their folly, 
and pesfuade fhem they poflefs the fecond fight. 
-—Nay, Sophia has a thoufand times declared it 
as her opinion, that my beloved could not ipring 
from fo mean an origin. — But, for my part, 
James, I want faith— perhaps I do not wifh it 
to be a fad; nor can it be— 'tis ridiculous— 
'tis abfurd to thelaft degree.-^ — The more I re- 

. fleft upon it^ the more I am perfuaded the old 
woman, looking upon it as a pious fraud that 
might tie of benefit to her daughter, contrived 
the ftory, having no other portion to leave her ; 
flattering herfelf, as I faid, it might intereft 
people in-her favour, and be a means to procure 
her that protection j fhe might never otherwife 
meet with. Tpere was a chance of its gaining 
credit ; if it did jiot, h could at leaft do no harm. 
... , T his is thi light in which I view It ; and fo 
I think will livery unprejudifed perfon ;— fome 
fuch there are, \ even hereabouts, I make- no • 
doubt ; though n\t many, I believe iff my con- 
ference ; for my, £unUy have for fo many years 
made an idol of her, that they have, in com- 
pliment to them, been accultomed to worfhip 
her. 

This, James) is the ftate of aflairs at prefcnt j 
not very hopeful, it muft be cdnfefled.— I fent 
this morning to enquire after her health — to 
Condole with her on her lofs, and fo forth— 

jinerely a card. I*knew fhe muft foon hear of 

thy return, otherwife I fhould not ha#» been the 
firtt to inform her of it $ could it have beea 
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concealed, fhe fhouM never have known it, till 
1 had contrived to furprize her in fome unguard- 
ed moment: — —of that— yes^ James* .of that I 
will not yet defpair; and when Fate fo far fa- 
vours my wifhes, by Heavens, it fhall not be to 
no purpofe ! — I will then follow your wife coun<- 

fcl whip her into my poft-chaife,. and away 

with her— by Heavens, I will ! let the confe- 
quences be what they may !— Who, or " what 
have I to fear?— In my mother and lifter's opi- 
nion I prefume I am already as black as my 
charmer's eloquence could paint me—Their cor- 
respondence is, no doubt, renewed ; through 
what channel I know not; but, what is ftill 
worfe, they talk of being foon in England— 
'Twill be confounded hard, if I am to ftand their 
reproaches for nothing. 

Farewell * when I am farther informed of 
the above mighty improbable ftory, you fhall % 
liave it* 

Tour's* 

.H% SvLVTNt 



LETTER XXVIII; 

9 

LUC1NDA tO MifsSELWVN. 

1 Now, my deareft friend, fit down to perform 
the promife made in my laft j they may poffibly 
both reach you at the fame time, as 'tis but a 
few days fince I fent it. In the firft place, let 
me mention the reafons my poor friend, who is 
* 3 
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now in a happier world, gives for having, till 
her death, concealed from me the particulars of 
my birth and unfortunate ftoiy. 

Having in vain, during my infancy, made a 
thousand fruitkfs efforts to foften the cruel heart 
of my grandfather, fbe judged it more for my 
peace of mind, to remain in ignorance, fince the 
knowledge of it could be of no probable advan- 
tage to me ; fhe fondly hoped, fhe might live to 
•fee me happily married ; had that event taken 
place, fiie would then have cftfclofed the whole 
-of what fhe has at length done; (he ftlil flat- 
ter'd herfdf, too, Providence might by feme 
anforeftta meant fdtee my father to me :— bat 
finding Heaven did n*t permit her to fee either 
of thefe events * flic Jook'd upon it as her duty, 
whatever pain it might coftmc, to reveal all fhe 
knew; left by carrying the fecret with her to the 
grave, fhe might prevent the poffibility of what 
me £o carneftly wifh'd. 

The worthy Ifr. Peters had been intrufted 
with it, and many papers as well* as fome other 
things I am going to mention, for near two 
years : this fhe thought a proper ftep, left fhe 
might be fbddenly taken from me : the papers 
are copies of my unfortunate father's letters, to 
his cruel father j and the anfwers to them : — 
the other things, a pi&ure of him, to which my 
kind friends here afiUre me, I bear a ftriking re- 
iembbace v fcf eral rings, and other trinkets. — 
Thefe precious relick^-my dear Mffi Sehryn, with 
a little more than two hundred pounds,- which 
was remitted to me the vaef day I h& wrote to 
Jou, cottflkuteaall I an* worth in this mtihrttite 
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world 5*-ytt ftaall, vfery fmali its the Aim is* ndt 
for all the wealth of the Indies* would I part 
with the dear pifture of hiih who gave Me 
being. ! 

I cannbt exprds the delightful emotions thy 
heart is fill'd with* while gazing on it ! I talk 
tf> it, I wfee£ over it, I flied a thoufatid teats 
ft* his unhappy fat* \ and that of my belbted 
tho' unknown mother. 

0,< my dear Mifs Sfciwyfi § tell mc> whither 
you think there is any probability of his being 
ftlll alive ! G» flatter faife with the tranfporting 
hope, that I may /et 6e tenderlt prefs'd In his 
parental arms l-^-Suteiy, farelyi Heaven will 
yfet have pity, and reftore him td me ; my fboU 
ifh heart would at fonie moments perfuade me 
ef it ;— but at others I defpair— alas ! 'tis only 
th*n I fear, I think as I, ought on the mbutaful 
fubjeft :— Thdre is not* there tannot bfei after 
a period of near eighteen* teditnft ytart the 
fmalfeft chance* 

I had ahnoft forgot to tell you, my gtlfldft- 
th6r* Sir George* has been dead neat* twb 
years ; his title and eftate are gtme Id a Very 
tf iftant relation : indeed,, from all the informa- 
tion my podr mother (let me (till fcali her) 
could ever gain, there are no others of the fa- 
mily living* that is, no very near rtlatUmi.' 
Should my beloved father ever return to claim 
it; which Hfeaven in its toerty grant he may, 
the title muft ftill be hisj tho' thus cruely de- 
prived of the eftate. — Ah ! let him but return ; 
let me but enjoy the felicity of feeing* of being 
acknowledged by him, and I aft at* indrd v— Vet, 
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how is he to find his long loft, his unhappy- 
child i — Who can fey, but be has long ere now 
been fearching for her in vain ? 

O my dear Madam, I am loft ! I am bewil- 
dered in a thoufand fruitlefs conjectures ; my 
mind is in continual agitation ; I can do nothing, 
fettle to nothing !— and yet, much I have to do, 
and fettle :— alas J I mud now, my dear Ma- 
dam, think of fome means whereby I may*be 
enabled to gain my bread. I cannot, tho' kind- 
ly prefs'd to do it, or at leaft to delay my de- 
fign, prevail upon myielf to continue a burden 
on this worthy family; they wifti to wait at 
leaft for your return ; this I would do, were there 
any immediate hopes of it : 'tis true, tho* I 
look upon it as my indifpenuble duly to enquire 
. for fomething of that nature, yet it may not 
eafily be met with ; and you may poflEWy find 
me ftill under their hofpitableroof. But I begg'd 
in the moft earned- manner of my kind friend 
Mr. Peters, to do all he can hi the affair ; he has 
.a numerous acquaintance in this part of the 
country, as well as at a greater diftance ; he has, 
after repeated entreaties, promife/i to oblige me; 
tho' he adds, he is certain by fo doing, he {hall 
difoblige both Lady Selwyn and her amiable 
daughter. Should he happily fucceed, and fhould 
you, my dear Madam, incline, as he fuppofes, to 
chide inftead of thanking him for his trouble, 
let me beg yon will fpare him j and let all your 
kind wrath fall on your poor but grateful Lu- 
anda; who in compelling him to obey her, 
thinks (he does her duty. In whatever fituation 
I may be at your return, I flatter myfeU* I 'Audi 
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ftfll be blefs'd with your efteem and friendship ; 
I have not a doubt' of it j — let me add, I think 
after what has pafs'd, I ought not to remain fo ' 
near Sir Harry \ he knows the lofi I have met 
with : Should I continue here, ignorant as he 
muft be how tenderly I am prefs'd to do fo, 
might he not fancy I had formed hopes I bluflt 
even to .mention ? or, if he did not think me 
quite fo weak, fo vain a creature, might he not . 
put a worfe conftrudtion on it ? 

Hitherto 1 have contrived to avoid as much as 
poffible feeing him. — I caftnot forbid his vifiting 

here, fhould be be inclin'd to it. He rettirn'd 

from London laft week ; he did me the honour 
to (end enquiries to know how I did : I was 
pleas'd he had delicacy enough not to.eoote in 
perfonj and would gladly believe he has at 
length feen his conduct in a proper light ; with 
his good fcnfe I can hardly doubt it. Yet though 
I do not affecVto fuppofe he will ruin away with 
me, I think his paft" behaviour, added to my 
fituation, renders the ftep I am going to. take a 
prudent one ; and I truft my dear Lady Selwyn, 
as weH as yourfelf, will be of this opinion.—* 
Go where I will, I {hall never ceafe to think 
myfelf refponiible for my conduct to my gene*- 
rous protestors, to the kind friends of my hdp- 
lefs infancy — who have made me what I am, 
who have formed my heart * that heart which 
is filled with gratitude, and which can never 
*$afe to love, to revere, and I truft imitate their 
virtues. * . ,,-,'.. 

I am impatient for the happine&of hearing 
fromyqu, my deareft Madam. . I truft^efepoft 
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wiH bring me pltafing intelligence.-- Adieu ;. I*- 
liene me ever your truly afie&oaat* 

L> OSBURN. 



•LETT'ER XXIX. 

LtJClNDA OsBOfcN to Mifs SfitWTNr 

1 WAS abfclutely inconfetable, I war 01* the 
point of believing mjfelf forgot, when my IMP 
loved friend's charming letter reftored my mind 
m peace, and cheered my drooping fpirits. I 
find by the date it has bem nmifuttliy long oft 
its way; detained, I fuppofe, by contrary w*nd«. 
— -I son thankful to Heaven for the- good ac- 
counts you give me of Lady Sclwyn's heahb^ 
you will fooa tfeea be with thofe friend* who 
have fo fineercly lamented your abfecfee;-~~-*. 
Perhaps, even your poor Luanda- may yet fee 
you before ihe bids adiett to thift worthy family. 
—Delightful thought ! this conibhdo* Witt 
enable her to do it with chearfetaefs* 

Mr. Peters has already been hlcky eitoogh 
to hear of a place he thinks will anfwer for* me^t 
—but I will refcrve what F have to fay on that 
fubjeft till nearer the end of my paper; at pre- 
sent I will talk only of your enlivening letter. 
It has produced 1 the effect you kindly wifhed : 
—I ha«e caught a degree, of your agreeable vi* 
vacity.— I am more lively, more chear&L at 
thk moment than I have been for many' tedious 
weett :— nay, I could abaoft periuade mjfttf I 
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fhall yet be happy. Can there be a ftronge* 
proof of its effetts, than to make one believe 
ithpJftGbilitHs ? 

So, you really fancy, my dear lively friend, 
that the ftrangfcr I mentioned, and whtr, but 
for his generous mterpofition in the moment 
of diftrefs, I might probably not have mentions 
ed at ajt, has made ah knpreffion on your Lu*- 
cfcfeda'sr heart ! •*-**- H6w agreeably you can trifle, 
my dear Mifs Selwyn. — Did I really theo beftow 
on him all thdfe tender, thofe flattening epi- 
thets y«y are pleafed t9 quote from my poofr 
eplftle?— *can hardly credit it. — if I actually 
did tafrk of him iri that ftyle\ depehd upc* if, 
gratitude, mdre grafthude, unmixed with any 
other fentiment, infpired my pen. You know 
it eve* had a knack of rminhig away: With- mfe 
when- writing to you :— you have fpofled it by 
indulgence 9 it therefore goes on without re* 
Jfc&in^~That : he was** if my memory faife rue 
ndt, very Jiandfome,- fa moft certain ;• yet that 
cweumftamre did riot ftrifctfme nroff; it Was hfc 
jnatoGr— his addre&— the fweet «^reffion of 
the fineft countenance I dver.few*~~Fhoo1 
r— thisr W abfohtoety worfe l~Att I meant, to fay 
wwsy tfiat he was— what fliafl' | fey?— -£*ow 
{hall I do hmrjuftioef without givmgyon reWon 
to betoe*e a : tfootrfaad fitfy things'?--! will not 
attempt it* but kWkmtly fettSe {he matter, by 
tell? fig yeir he- has never deigned tcr tafife » ftoorid 
aiding tliis? way.- •=•* No- very deep impreffibn hfaa 
jfceen .nrade on him at teaft.* 

After allv jqfywy yotr ftatcp** vd niy bead-r- 
I begin to think he might have called once or 
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fo, joft to aik how we did after oup alarm- j or, 
to tell m how he did, after bis 5 either of them 
would hare been a fufficient pretence, had he 
wiihed for one : 'tis plain he did not, you fee j 
and thus ends the chapter on the ftranger. 

Now let me turn to a more ferious fubject ; I 
• will not fay a more pleating one 5 yet it may 
torn out more (o than I will permit myfelf to 
think at prefent, left I ihould meet with a dis- 
appointment. 

Mr. Peters, as I began to teH you before* has 
kindly taken unwearieefpams to ferve me in the 
manner I wiihed.— He happened to dine laft 
Sunday at Lord Neville's, having preached at 
B. that morning j by the happieft chance ima*> 
ginable— or, rather let me more properly fay, 
Providence fo ordered it, that Lady Neville 
aflted a lady prefent, whether ihe knew of any 
genteel young perfon, of finall fortune, or, in- 
deed, of none, if well educated, who ihe could 
recommend to be a companion to a particular 
friend of Iter's. After reflecting a tfeoment, 
the lady fatd ihe knew of none at that time, 
but would make it her bnfinefs to enquire. 

I wiih you would, replied Lady Neville ; and 
I affure you, if you can hear of one, ihe has a 
fair chance of being exceedingly happy ; as I 
know not a more amiable woman than the friend 
I mean— She has ill health, His true, and 
fees but little company : to one of a gay tuna, 
the fituatkm might appear rather du&; but? I 
ihould iiippofe there are thofe to be met witit 
who would be of a different opinion. 
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Mr. Petert#aid, if your Ladyflrip will do me 
the honour to look upon me as a tolerable judge 
of merit, and take a young perfon of my reconi- k 
mending, I believe I can fuit the lady exafiiy. 
I will do both moft readily, replied her lady- 
ihip, nor do I know a man on whofe judgement 
I would fooner rely : I am fure, if. you will an- 
fwer for her worth, fhe muft be worthy :— 
Pray, who is fhe ? 

He then named your poor Lucinda •> and, 
having told her I had loft not only my mother, 
but alfo my little fortune, I was now actually 
anxious to meet with an eftablifhment of that 
very nature ; kindly adding, he did not fuppofe 
there was another in the kingdom to be met 
with fo perfe&ly qualified for it as myfelf. 

Lady Neville immediately recolle&ed having 
heard the good man mention me with obliging 
partiality on many occafions; faid, fhe was 
charmed to think that, in ferving her friend, 
fhe fhould alfo ferve a young perfon who had 
ever ftood fo high in hisefteem; begged he 
would propofe it to me without lofi of time, as 
Lady Ofmond, (the title of her friend), was 
impatient ; the young lady, who had lived with 
her for three years, having jnft left her. This 
he promifed, having firft enquired more par* 
ticularly into the matter; and found a fair prof- 
peft of its being, in every refpeft, even more 
agreeable than his moft friendly wifhes could 
have hoped for. And he did fo, my dear Mift 
Selwyn, on his return. The consequence Was, 
I inft?ntly wrote to Lady Neville, politely thank* 
ing her for the favour intended a#> affuring, 
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her f I looked forward tQ it with pleafufe ; that 
it fhould be my ftudy to render myfelf agree- 
able > and that I only waited her command*. 

The day after fhe received my letter, wd were 
*ll agreeably furprifed by a vifit frotn hefr Lddy- 
ihip. I was not prefent when fhe came in ; but 
as fhe faid the chief defign of her coming was 
to fee bis pretty favourite, flic was pleated to 
fay, I was defired to come down. Ah, faid 
her Ladyfhip, as I entered the room, I art* no 
longer furprifed, my good friend, at your part- 
iality. — What a lovely young creature !— For- 
give me* my dear, continued &e, kindly taking 
my hand * r I do not mean to flatter you ; my 
exclamations, I confefs y were involuntary.—*. 
The troth is, though I had conceived yott, 
from what your old friend faid of f6u, a very 
amiable girl, yet I had no idea— But no more 
of that— fufike it to fay, your countenance 
confirms all I have heard in your fevour % and 
I feel I fliall be little lefs anxious for your bap* 
pkiefs than thefe worthy folks ; whd, if I may 
judge by their looks, owe me no good-will for 
robbing them of your company. 

After faying a 1 thouftnd other things- of the 
fame obliging kind* with? a freedom' and eafe 
that was really charming* we began to talk fo- 
rioufls about the time of my going, k was 
agreecC that I fhould be r4ady to fet out that 

day formight : One week of that period- is 

already paft* One- week more, niy beloved 

friqnd, and your poor . Luemda wiU enter* a 
vrond, to which &fc* & at prefent an abfbhttfc 
ibrogsr.— Jfy tears W|nd me.— r Achyc'in-I thinks 
witfi&ut a pang, of leaving the fweet fpot on 
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W&kh I hate paflfed, I fea*, the ha^pieft days 
I ifcall ever kaaw again ! Truly happy they 
1*e*e, Uitt deptftodd of y*©W vaflued prefehce , my 
deaf MSfe Seiwyrf* From that unfortunate day, 
cm which 1, witto tinfp€akabte forfow, few you 
depart, I may date my mJfery. Not! one haf>py 
tt\6m€tit haw I firtee enjoyed : aft i#y diffreffefc 
begun th*#v when t-titey will end, Heaven only 
knotvs ! , 

I mull lay down my pen — the tctioYlt&fon df 
ttoe pafc k tfc$ mfctth for m£— 'it has fuftfc my 
fpiri«~th* c&^famtris'withwhieh I begun nty 
tetter is vatiiflJied, and all noW appears gloomy 
and cfifcortfolttleV 
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Jt EARS* have felfeved ihd-~E ha*fc takefta 
tttftf i» th* ga*dfcn;-*-I wHl not again loot Back 
t& paft feene*--fo!'ydur fafci I will not.-~I wifh 
to- giVS yon pleafute, my dfear friend ; let rfie 
then- look forward 1 #ith- frope<-~yesy I will hope 
that all may yet be well. Ldt us tfeett pleafe 
ourfelves with the btelief that, irt oritf flidrt 
week, your poor Lucinda may have added an- 
other friend to thofe fhef already poflfefies ; thtft 
Lady Ofmond may be tfhat friend.—ShtfnaS ift 
health, it feems j how I pity her I — £ftre is afcttk- 
aWe, c*c*edirtg att&ible, Lady Neville alfcres 
me. What can 1 afk for more ?— nothing, my 
dear Madam, bat the joy oft again embracing 
you -, of being allured by yourfelf that no 
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change, no fituation, however humble, Provt- 
dence may think proper to allot for me, fhall 
make you forget your grateful puptf. Yet, 
even this wifh is more for the pltafure it would < 
give me to fee ydu once again, than from any ' 
doubts I entertain of your affeftion.*— I have * 
nope.— Farewell i I muft now go and prepare ~ 
for this anotful change— yes, I feel it aweful, in ; 
fpite of all I can do to look upon it in* a more - 
pleafing light, - 

Lady Neville, with whofe goodnefs I am 
charmed, has promjfed to convey, me herfelf to 
Ofmond«lbdge ; and is > to call for me on Mon- 
day next. How very kind is this ! — yet, 'tis 
no very trifling journey ; 'tis near fixty miles 
from hence ; but her Ladyfhip, had long pro- 
mifed a vifit to her friend. 

I am ftill Lucinda Ofbiirn. TEe worthy 

Mr. Peters, after ferioufly confidering the mat- 
ter, was of opinion it would be, upon the whole, 
as well, if not better, to conceal my unfortu* 
nate ftory ; fince revealing it at prefent could 
be of no fervice, and poffibly might have a con- 
trary effeft. Lady Ofmond might, perhaps* 
feel a degree of jreftraint, if perfuaded I was of 
as good a family as her own, which fhe would 
not wifh to be under with a dependent. — This 
was the good man's reflexion on the fubjeft : — 
I was ftruck with the juftice of it, and readily 
acquiefced. 

If ever a time fhould come, when revealing 
it can be of advantage, 'twill ever be in my 
power f 'till then, addrcfs your letters as ufual> 
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my -beloved friend, to your ever grateful and 
affectionate 

L. OsBURN* 



LITTER XXX. 
Sir Henry Selwtn to James Crofts, Ef<j. 

OHE h gone, James f— gone — and every 
thing carried on fo fecretly, and with fuch pre- 
cipitation, that I heard not oFit till the day 
after r — it was then, unable to exift without 
feeing her, I determined to call at the parfoo- 
age, thinking I had facrificed Efficiently to ce- 
remony. To have offered a vifit lboner, after 
her recent lofi, might have appeared indelicate: 
— I wifh'd to allow her a decent time for tears 
and affli&ion.— I went ; and was not a little 
furprifed, as* well as highly flattered, to meet 
with a moflfc gracious reception. — My angel, as 
you now know, was not prefent when I enter- 
ed ; but little did I dream {he was at many 
miles diftance. — To prevent fufpicion, I did not 
for fome time even alk for her ; but my heart 
bounded with expectation at every ftep I heard 
— every door that opened: — at length I, with 
an air / meant Jhould be careUJi, afked how poor 
Lucinda did ; exprefTed forrow for her mother^ 
death, and other lofles, &c. &c. and next men- 
tioned the ftory I told you in my bfly wtfhing. 
to know their opinion of iu 
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Lurinda, faid the old mart, is, I truft, at this 
moment well ; fhe left us yefterday.-^Left you ! 
exclaimed I, unable to conceal the emotions his 
fifft words had excited— Where is fhe ? — to 
whom is fhe gone, then?— what could induce 
*hcr ? — I am going to inform you, Sir Harry, 
replied hfe, interrupting nle.— Tha loft fhe has 
lately met with, put it out of her power to con- 
tinue longer here :— fhe has found a friend in 
Lady Ofmond, who you may poulbly have 
heard of; 'tis to her fhe is gone. — And why 
feck any other protection than that of thf mo- 
ther and After, who have ever had the highgft 
rtfgard for her ?. crkcH, fcarcc aWe to contain 
my rage :*-*Who advifed her to this very ridW 
curious ftdp ? 

She could not but know Lady Selwyn and 
your fifter dre abferit* Sir Harry, faid he, again 
^interrupting me \ the time of their return is 
very uncertain * nor could fhe, I think, with 
propriety, have 1 waited here. Taking it far 
granted they wifhed it, this Would, in rtry opi- 
nion^ and in her's too, have been prefuming 
rather too ihuch dn a friendship, the fincerity 
of which, lam well aflured, fhe never doubt- 
red >"but, in fhort* Lady Ofmond's prepofal 
-was too agreeable* on every account, to be re- 
je&ed. I truft fhe will find herfelf as happy as 
one iu her unfhappy circnmftanccs can be. 

As to the ftory you have heard, Sir Harry, 
however extraordinary it may, and, indeed, 
does appear, you may depend upon it 'tis a fatt. 
V I have blown every particular of it for feme 
years ; the proofs m her pofleffion ar e incon- 
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teftible. I only regret the little probability 
there appears to be of her ever reaping any 
advantage from them. All has long fince been 
done, that could be done, to no purpofe. Her 
father, 'tis poffible, may ftill be living, or he 
may not **-~but, by an unhappy train of circum- 
ftances, it fo happens, that if he actually is, I 
fee not by what means he is ever either to knotr 
he has a daughter, or where to find her. 

She was born, Sir Harry, after ht left Eng- 
land. There is every reafon to fear the infor- 
mation few him of her birth, and the unfor- 
tunate death of her mother, never reached 
him^— ■ ■ . 

Thi»> James, isthcfabftanceofhbdi&ottrfe; 
much more he feid, but I was m no condition 
to attend to it more minutely. Having nothing 
tether to do there, I foon after took my leave, 
\rohing bim and his ftarched family at the de- 
vil, for fuffering my charmer thus to leave them. 
The fi& is, I am perfuaded, fhe has told them 
of what has pafs'd between her and your friend 
Harry : this I'll be fworn^is the ground of the 
plot. 'Twatf this the old fellow meant, I pre- 
sume, when he faid fhe could not remain here 
whh propriety.— Confound his propriety* fay 
I ; but for his canting, and that of his ugly, 
envious daughters, my Laciflda might ftill have 
been here, perhaps. 

Tis needlefs to plague yon, James, any 
more about it ; fee is goto ^aftually gone } nor 
do I| for my foul, know hew to bring her back 
again, i *ro tempted, ftrangdy tempted to 
offer her my haod in holy matrimony. Judge 
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how dear fhe muft be to me. • Yes, were I fully 
convinced I could not obtain her on lefs morti- 
fying terms, I think I fhoukl* play the fool.— 
After all, if this pretty rornt|ntic ftory is true, 
as they would perfaade me it. is, the frolic wiH 
not be quite (6 laughable, as when (he was 

merely Lucinda Oiburn. What fay you ? 

{hall I do the thing with a good grace ? — Faith, 
the yielding fit is ftrong upon me at this mo- 
ment. ' Were fhe now by me, and old fquare- 
toes at her elbow, drefled in has fall regimen- 
• tals, that is to fay, canonicals, at fure as death 
I fhould be a loft man I 

J. will, fince Ihe is not, take a day or two to 
consider of it ; 'tis not an affiur to be joked 
with :~" Marry in hafte, and repent at leifure," 
fays the proverb:. it may be a very 
for aught I know ; but to me the 
*atlj*B*loubtful.~Na matter.— Farewelj 

Henry Selwyn. 

LETTER XXXI. 
Sir Hen»t Sblwtn toMgJUjDi Osbhrh. 
Mt adorabljb Lucinda, 

uAN you forget- the propofal I, in the mo- 
ment of madnefs, had the foBy to maket— -»^I 
ought to have known you better.— I condemn 
myfelf.— — The manner in which you r^eAji 
it, has confirmed your empire over % 
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which has ever been wholly devoted to you — 
yes, from your Very infancy, devoted to you ! 
I love you, Lucinda, with a paffion founded on 
the knowledge of your worth. I now, lovely 
as you are, look upon your beauty as your leaft 
perfection ; 'tis your mind, the purity of your 
fentiments, I adore.— Permit me then to flatter 
myfelf you will not drive the brother of your 
friend to madnefs, by rejecting the hand and 
heart he now prefumes to offer, 

O, Lucinda; be truly great, be generous, 
pardon my paft folly ! — I never can pardon my- 
felf : — for the fake of your loved Sophia,, pity 
her repentant brother ; give her a right to em- 
ace you at her return, as the fitter of her 
~ ~aonsi—- my mother too !. — I know that in 
; her my Lucinda for a daughter, I. {hall 
infinite pieafure. - 

fe arguments, I implore you, have* 
9ght, my beft beloved j yet, let me not 
> have reafon to think, I owe your compliance 
with my earneft wiihes wholly to them.— O, 
tell me I am not indifferent to you ! tell me, 
had I never tranferefi'd, yo» might poflibly 
have beheld me wjngajtiality ; and if fo, my t 
angelic Lucinda, jm K. ftep forthcr— lay you 
forgive, and colfiSHBd to make me the moft 
enviable, the happidt of men; on my knees I 
implore it ! — for yo&r Sophia's lake, do not .in 
the firft emotions of refentment anfwerthis^ 
reflect for a moment, how many valuable friends 
you wilj make happy, by riving your heart, and 
deaf wd) to your ever devoted , 

Hb**Y SEtWYN. 
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LETTER XXXIL 
Answer. 

Sir, 

IaM juft favour'd with your's— the fenti- 
ments you profefe to entertain for me at pre- 
fent, does me honour ; it fhall be my ftudy to 
convince you as well as others, that I at leaft 
wifh to merit them. For the fake of your re- 
* fpe&able mother and filter, who are juftly dear 
tome, I am willing to forget the indignity you, 
once offered me; I never, I believe, reproach-* 
ed you for it : as a man of the world, you no 
doubt thought yourfelf inttHed to take thpfe 
liberties with the poor and frkndlefs : — I dif- 
pute not your claim to that noble privilege- 
Accept my thanks for the honour you now do 
me, but pefcnit me to decline it ; I fhftalti make 
a moft ungrateful return for the ob&fations I 
do lye under .to four worthy fatrily,- »were I to 
do otherwifej — as the fomtf <h.at family, I (hall 
ever endeavour to refpeft you ; th» w all I can 
promife,. and all you ought to expect; a mo- 
ment's reflection wilt fhow you the lirfprepriety 
of yQur requeft.— -To that I leave you, and am 
Sir, 

Your mod obedient, 

humble fervant, 

L. OSBURK* 
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LETTER XXX1IL 

Lucjnda to Mlfs Selwyn. 

W H A T unbounded gratitude <Jo I owe to 
Providence, my beloved friend, for its good- 
nefs in placing me under the protection of the 
amiable Lady Qfmpnd ? If I may venture to 
judge from the little I have feen of her, Ihe is 
highly worthy of all I can do, either to render 
myfitlf ufeful or agjoeabl* to her : flie is Indeed, 
my 4ear MifsSelwyn, a charming woman t yet, 
if 1 miftajcenot is by no means happy : — Why, 
I an* Qot at pre&nt able to inform you j- but fc . 
certain air. of melancholy, of fweet refigna- 
tion, which appears on her lovely countenance, 
perfqades me /h$ is not; — fho is of a delicate' 
constitution, is. fddom in perfect health 5 but to. 
me her malad£ appears to be more in her'mind 
than body.— r Al this may be mere conjecture j 1 
ought notion lb flight an acquaintance, to l^rm 
a decided opinion 5 glad mall 1 be to find my- 
ielf miftaken, finee there may be hope9 of giv- 
ing relief to the latter ; but to the former, it 
bafSes the aids of medicine.— Nothing in life 
could be *iore pleafing than the recaption I m*t 
with ton being introduced to her, by her lively 
friend Lady Neville. 

" J bring you a treafurie, her ladyflwj) w*r 
pleafed te fay, my d^ar Lady Ofmond ; y$«*i]! 
ia this pjsptjy little country -maid, irojf all you 
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could have wifeed, and more perhaps, than you 
would have met with, in a young perfon who 
had received her education in the gay world ; 
fee will fuit your turn of mind exaftly : (he win 
fing to you, play to you, read, work, and in 
fin<£ do every thing you can dcfire ; flie has 
from her infancy been the pupil, and highly fa- 
voured companion of a moil fenfible and accom- 
plifhed woman ; who, finding Nature have been 
lavife of her gifts, took particular pleafiare in 
improving them as far as poffible : did I not 
know from good authority, fee has too muck 
ftnfe to be vain of her talents, I would not 
ipeak of them hi her prefence quite fo freely." 

. How kind, Jiow very flattering to ytor poor 
Lucinda was this, my dear Madam !— k could 
only bow my thanks. — Lady Ofmond exprefsM 
. her's in the moft agreeable manner. 

Lady Neville ftaid with her friend near % 
week; and before fee left us, \ found myfelf 
pef£eltly at eafe. 

I think I may venture to promife myfelf as 
great a degree of felicity in my new fituation, 
as it is poffible for one, circumftanced as I un<- 
happily am, reafbnably to expedt; my fole em- 
ployment is in doing what, were I wholly my 
own miftrefs, would be my greateft pleafure; 
mufic, work, reading, and converfing with a 
moft fenfible woman. — Can one defire a life of 
greater felicity ? her Ladyfeip is perfect in all 
thefe accomplishments, befides drawing, / ia 
which fee takes great delight ;— fee is fo good 
as to fay, there is a foft plain tivenefs in the 
tone of my voice which is uncommonly pfeafitffgf 
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I often fing and play with her, while fhe is bull- 
ed with her pencil. — One cannot form an idea, 
at leaft I cannot, of a more enchanting place 
than this ; the houfe is modern, and fiirnifhed 
in the higheft ftile ; all is elegant to the laft de- 
gree : I believe, it was built by Lord Ofmond's 
father: by the by, it may not be amifs to add 
here, having juft mentioned him, that he is at 
prefent in London, and has been for near a 
month; I know not when he returns, and not 
having yet feen him, can fay no more about him: 
— I have only to wHh, he may prove as agreea- 
ble as his lady. 

The apartments allotted for me, are chang- 
ing beyond expreffion j I mean in regard to the 
. extenfive profpeft they command ; wood, water, 
rocks, and diftant hills : — a level country, how- 
ever rich or well cultivated, has few charms in 
my opinion ; it muft ever want variety ; it may 
give an idea of Opulence, but never fenfations of 
pleafure, at leaft to me. 

We have no very near neighbours ; fome, 
however, there are I an^ told within a few miles ; 
but though Lady Ofmfcnd muft, I think, be 
cfteem'd by all-who know her, fhe vifits them 
feldom : whether (he was always of this retired 
turn, I know not ; perhaps want of health may 
have firft occafioned it ; it now however kerns 
natural to her. 

Thus, my Ijeft beloved friend, to whom I am 
indebted' for all I am, (of courfe for the happt. 
ncfs I enjoy at this moment ; iince, but for the 
unwearied care and attention you have kindly 
'honoured me with for fo many years, I never 

Vol. I. G ' 

L 



t%% L U C I N D A: 

could have been qualified for. it),. I have given 
you a faint^ (ketch of my prefent £tuation : I 
know your heart, my dear Madam* and there- 
fore ain certain my good fortune will give you 
real pleafure* 

I have now fomethmg .to communicate which 1 
I own I am. ftrongly tempted to. conceal, and on* 
doubtedly would,. did 1 notithinkl fhould there* 
by, do.injuOic^ to jSir Hairry ; ye4;injacquainting 
you with .it, I mujDt infaUiWy jexpcxfi^hixn to 
your ju&cenfure* This appears a little para- 
doxical ; but you will underhand, my ^meaning 
as I proceed — I inclofe the copy of a letter he 
divine the honour-to fend toe fincelcaaje here, 
and alfo my anftfer, 

I wiUjiowfupppfcyottihaYe read both; would 
it not have been doing ;him injuftkre, had I con- 
cealed from, you the noble, the generous offer 
he there makes ine ? — However faulty his paft 
conduft haq been* we-muft confefs he <ould not 
poffibly give a greater proof of his repentance : 
Heaven forbid I (hould fo far forget myfelf, and 
what I owe his worthy family, as. to take ib un- 
generous an advantage of him as to accept it 1 — 
but he could do no more. I flatter myfelf you, 
my dear Madam, will in your turn dome the 
juftice to believe I never gave it a thought : the 
only fatisfac"tioa I felt on the occafion was, the 
hope that he had really made proper reflections 
on the fubjecT: \ and that the poor Lu/rinda might 
be the laft young creature he would ever attempt 
to feduce from .the paths of virtue. 

Permit me, my dear Madam, to beg you will, 
if you think the difcovery of his folly will draw 
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upott him Lady Selwyn's heavy difplcafure, 
conceal it from her knowledge : with me the fe- 
cret is perfectly fafe; 

Farewel, my deareft friend:— all I have to 
wifb, is the happinefsof hearing from you, and. 
that you will ibpn.be in England : 'other wifhes I 
have* but, alas! there is fcarce a poffibility 
they fliould ever be gratified ;— -I ufe my utmoft 
endeavours to iupprefs them, to forget the paft t > 
and to look forward with chearfulnefs and grati* - 
tude.*— Believe me. your ever afledtionate 

L» Osburn, 



LETTER XXXIV. 
The Same to tmb Same, 

JL A M perfuaded it will give you pleafure, 
my dear Madam, to hear I continue to find the * 
Situation . in ; which Heaven • has . kindly placed me* 
in every >efpe& agreeable beyond myjnoft»fan~ , 
guine. hopes 1 Lady > Ofmend's . behaviour is; on 
all occafioasv ,the moft pleating, the moft epga- 
gingkf— Indeed* my amiable. Lucinda, faid ihe, 
the other day> as we fat at work, in her dref- 
iing»room> Lady Neville did you 110 mare than 
juftice in faying ihe had brought me a treafure ; 
you are ^ treafure to rae> my dear : there, is jl 
foftnefa; a gentlenefs in your manner which» : 
renders your- fbgiety charming ;~*I can with 
freedom open my heart to yon $ your/sj I am$ ' 
G % . 
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fare, is a tender one — Ah, Lucinda ! may it 
never experience the pains mine has done !— and 
fhe fighM deeply : — But I will not diftrefs you, 
my good girl, continued her Ladyfhip I wifh to 
make you happy. — Go, my dear, and endeavour 
to enliven my ipirits, they are rather low this 
morning ; go to the harpfichord. — I obey'd. — I 
wifhed, yet could not take upon me to aik the 
caufe of her forrow. I believe fhe faw by my 
looks I not only felt for her, but was anxious, 
r ^as far as poffible, to banifh from her mind every 
unpleafant idea. 

Tou may, perhaps, wonder, my dear Lucin- 
da, faid me, when I return'd to the frame we 
were working at, to fee me unhappy, who ap- 
parently enjoy every bleffingf this world can 
give.— I am fimfible you muft have obferved, 
that my mied is not at eafe. Indeed it is not 
nor ever will^I fear, while on this fide the 
p'ave. r% • 

I wHh not to be impertinently curious, my 
dear Madam, replied I ; yet confefs I am not 
♦ wholly void of it. That your Ladyfhio is #ot 
quite fo happy as your fituation would leaddne 
to believe, or a|Lmoft fincerely wifh, is, alas) 
but too evident. Had I thefmalleft hopes that 
by revealing the cade of your forrows, they could 
be leflened, I woutp certainly intrea^you to do 
it,' fince I would inoft readily fhare them with, 
you* ^ > m >•' 

I am fenfible you would, my dear Lucinda ; 
I have already difcovered in you a tendetv a 
fymp^thifing heart : 'tis this fweet fenfibiky 
which has attached me to you; there i$ a fiie- 
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kncholy pleafure in talking on certain fubjefts, 
though attended with pain. I will lay afide all 
rcftraint, and now gratify your cur iofity. 

She then, my dear Mife Selwyn, gave me the 
following intereftfaig particulars of her ftory. 

"A very few words, my amiable Lucinda, 
' will ferye to convince you, I have but too much 
caufe for the melancholy you muft have obferv- 
ed, and which* I am fully perfuaded, it would 
give you real pleafure ta remove. A union be- 
tween Lord Ofioaond and me had been projected 
by our families from our earlieft years * my for- 
tune was very considerable, being an only child) 
the rank to which his Lordfhip would raife mfe 
was, I believe, my father's principal motive for 
fo anxiojufly wifhing it to take place: he was am- 
bitious* and fully perfuaded a title could not 
fail to afford every happinefs the world had to 
beftow. Ijprd Ofmond's father had Jjeen rather 
extravagant ; he was a man of the World,*, the 
two families had even before the birth of their 
children, been united in the clofeftr bands of 
friendship ; my father and his Lordfhip had 

bee* college companions : our inclinations 

were never eonfulted ; it was taken for grained, 
we could have no objections 5 and with great 
reafon my father might believe it, fince Lord 
Ofinond,^as you will confefs my dear'Lucinda, 
when you have feen, and are acquainted with 
him, is the moft amiable of men. The very 
high opinion I have of him, and the knowledge 
of his worth, adds not a little to my mifery : fince 
'tis not in my power to behold him with that pre- 
ference he fo juftly merits) my regard for him 

G a 
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had ever been that of an affectionate fitter; he, I 
have every reaftm to imagine, never entertain- 
ed for me warmer fisntiments than thofe of .a 
-brother. Such .was our {Situation when he was 
fent to travel; we had nekher of us at, that time 
any other attachment : no promifes had pafs'd 
.between us ; but we look'd forward to the time 
of his return* as to that which was to unite us 
tfor ever. If I tftk no impatience for the event, 
.at leaft I experienced no rclu&ance to obey my 
father's • will ; perhaps this kind of attachment 
jnight have beon fufifcient to. render .me tolera- 
bly happy, had I never known, one of^ameee 
4wi<fcr <natpre :~-rBut, my dear Luemd*, -he 
•had not left England above three months, when 
J unfortunately <beeome acquainted, with a Sir 
£fcrry Sinclair ;— alas! circumstanced as I.un- 
<happtty was, I have too -much, cafcfe to call it 
Mnfortuoate, he jnfpired mewith very different 
fentiments fcom tUofe I: bad ever oefareeapc- 
riencod: my heart bad neverdill then Wo 
what % it. was to. love* 1 »o»w look'd {forward to 
jfc>rd % Oftnoad's return with terror ; .my cftgage- 
-ment to him appeared 4o mc . U tofa^gejd *o fvi- 
£11 k a as inevitaWomifery : 6ir ; Harry implored 
onetoffly wiith him, as the rojilyjioffibleriaeaas 
ito avoid it ;— I flwdderfd.at the idea<of fptihan 
a& of fdifobedience—- yet to give my ihand to 
one, while oty whole heart, my jtendersft <*0ec- 
Jkyasjpere pofifcfs'd. by another, applaud to me 
.even iefs pardonable :— rail ^plication <co my fa- 
ther I knew, muft be in vain •, yet, in fpite if »U 
Sir Harry's eloquence to perfuade mefrem-it, 1 
made a point of his .attempting to gain his cou- 
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fent bfcfareTFwould hften to any pfopofal he 
touid*in*ke ;-^this<ftep I thought my thrty obli- 
;ged me to take ; I'fhrtter'd myfelf iris affefli6n 
'for an only child, mud Sir Harry's *<!knbwledg- 
ed merit, might poffibly induce him to change 
liispinpofc;~»*bistfortune<too was&ch as'mtitled 
him to oSbt tmc his hand. — Alas! I flattered 
xnyfdf in tain;— -he met with A a r^ftifal,— a po- 
lite one indeed ;— <but peremptory, and *T was 
commanded tofee him nomore : — everypofflHe 
means were ufed to inforce this cruel command; 
yet tet me confefs, we contrived to meet more 
than once.— iConvinced^the hflppinefs of my Iffe 
depended on being united to the only man my 
heattrapproved, I was at laft perfuaded to con- 
lent to an elopement, as the only refourfe to - 
avoid certain mifery. . 

I will not, my dear Imcihda, attempt to "give 
you»an idea of the conflicts Ifuffereel, before ? I 
-ceuld ^grevail upon-mj^f to<tiake a rft^p'triy 
judgment condemned-— Tfeey were dreacmjuybfit 
my fettrre felicity wtisdt fta*ke.— : Ever»y t&irig Was. 
fettled; ' I was to be tfcfiveyed, immediately ^ 
ter the* ceremony, to Sir Harry's mother arfdt 
fitters, who were informed of the affair, and . 
were impatient to receive me. 

A fhort kiftet, which he fefft me to tell me 
bis carriage would be ready at a certain hour the 
following morning, unfortunately ] Ml into my 
father's hands. Need I tell you what was the 

feocking confequendc ? Indeed, indeed f 

eontiittied the amiable Lady Oifmond, I was 

cruelly treated* That I had been to blame, 

perhaps, is too tru©; but I was young, and' Sir 

• G 4, 
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Hairy the moft engaging of men.* Finding nov 

• all hopes of obtaining me abfolutely at an end, he 
retired in defpair to his country feat ; was feized 
with a violent fever, from which he «e*er, ne- 
ver recovered I" 

Here her Ladyfhip burft into tears ; in which 
you, my dear Mifs Selwyn, will readily believe 
I joined her,. I cannot- exprefs what I felt for 
her ; her forrows pierced my vexy fouL— So 
lovely, fo gentle, fo acoomplifhod, and yet fo 
^ very wretched ! 

" Yes, my kind-hearted Lucinda, continued 
ihe, after a confiderablc paufe, thus fell the 
moft lovely and beft beloved o£ men 5 a facri- 

fice to the cruelty of an ambitious father F 

I wifli to fpeak of him with more refpe&. 
But^ alas h can I do it, and yet inform you of 
the \xuth ?— I will, however, as far* as poffible, 
fpare his memory. He has for ever ruined the 
peace of his child; but 'twas, no dgpbt,:the 
will of Heaven I flxould fuffer affii£tiotos.~*l 
have endeavoured to acquire refignatioo r 'tk 
my conftant ftudy: but, ah I Luciitffrj *& * 
difficult leflbp ! r % 

Lord Ofmond, at the end of twp years, re* 
turned 9 elegant, highly accomplished — uncom~ 

* monly handfeme.— Had not my. wretched 
^? heart being buried in the grave With my la* 

menteti Sir Harry, A think rcould not have be- 
held his numberlefs attractions? with indiffer- 
ence : — but the remembrance of. what I had 

* fuffered on bis account, made me fluidder at 
*, his prefence :■ When I received his firft vifit 

~ after his return,, 'twas with the utmoft.cJiiSail- 
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tjr I could fupport myfelf. — Tho* more than a 
twelvemonth elapfed fincc I had loft all that was 
dear to me, his prefenct, tho 9 the innocent 
caufe *of my mifery, was' worfe to me than 
death; I beheld him, at that moment, as the 
murderer of my beloved Sir Harry : Ah I think 
then what an interview ! 

I fhould tell you, my dear Lucinda, that 
«very poffible precaution had been taken to con* 
ceal what had pafled in regard to my unfortunate 
Idver, from Lord Ofmond's family 5 I had been 
commanded to be for ever filent on the melan- 
choly fubjeft^. that he had paid his addrefles to 
me was no fecret ;— but my partiality for him, 
if was hoped, might be fo, to thofe at leaft fo 
nearly concerned; whcther'it wastir not,' I did 
not at that' time know ;> if it*, was, Lord -, 
Ofmond's father chofe to appear igndrant of it j 
and his fon, ftill unattachd I believe to any 
othe^woman, gave - me his hand apparently ; 
without relu&anctf." . 

Alas ! what cold fent&nents Were thefei <*# 
dear Lucinda ; - how little calculated to render 
us hafpy !~ indifference on his fide, — on mine 
— O, let me not name the emotions which at 
that fatal- moment iili'd my tortured brekffc!-- 1. 
tOo foo% alasf for his peace, Lord Ofmondf 
in fpite of every effort to conceal my.forrows, : 
and: to appear pleafed with his afflduittes, <3if- 
covered 'twas to obedience alone he owed my 
hand ;~ perhaps a confcioufnefs that he had 
Myfelf been govern'd by the fame 'iriottoeg/ 
rosi&e him kft fhock'd with the knowle3lg«^| f| 
ths& he would otherwife have been j— or per* 

..'Si' • • Digitized by G00gle, 



4.3P h V C I N D Aj 

haps, im htfiff#r<itu:e \mifa pradnae tfceftiw 
d&&. My oply hope nw «, thai cay dotfb 
pill In a flb^rt time retarfe as both ihwi-a ftace, 
I will net fay of wretchednefs r fince w* cfteem 
and pity ta*ch other; but from a ftatfc void of 
?11 tjiofe eqjeymeptfi tbofe fentimants irf nro~ 
tual affections,, which alone jean render life .de* 
fir^ble. 

His Jjordfbip's heart, 0$ I Aid before, wav 
lam perfuaded, free from all attachment to any 
/other woman ; perhaps he thought that Effici- 
ent ; he, no doubt* imagined mine no le& fo c 
he loved, he revered his father— ^me, he cer- 
tainly efteeraet}, and poffibly believed I had at 
Icaft a partiality for bim.-"How m*ny matches 
fre evqry day made on no better fptrndatum f 
Bpt unfortunately for 03 both, thofe icold fenti- 
jnents ^re not found fufficient to coaftftjjtc feli- 
city—he too late finds he has fccrificed toor 
much to-duty, and is perfugded I am torqfpnted 
with the fame unavailing reflection. He up* 
braids metnfet * on the contrary, judging by his 
own feelings, be thinks me mote deferving *tf 
his pity thap bfeme. * 

^Tis now near thsce -years fince our unfortu- 
nate Carriage * wc are fo far reconciled to our 
fate as to live politely toother. I pity my L01& j 
fenfible he is formed for domeftic fcappinefs, 
had he married the woman of his choice : he 
pities me, confciousl am not that vromah.-^Hc 
$ tenderly folicitous .about my health, and 
whatever he thinks can gire me fatisfaftfonit^il 
idtfe informed him of the favour Lady Neville 
4id me in procuring me fo amiable a companion; 
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fie congratulates me on the fhbjeft; adding, 
fince I have been fo very fortunate, he will pro- 
Jong his abfence a week or two longer than he 
intended when he left me, as I can now bette* 

• difpenfe with his company* having got a friend 
fb well qualified to fupply his place. 

1 now, my dear Lucinda, expetft his return 
wery hour. — Ah ! Would to Heaven, I cottld 
add, with impatience; perhaps, -could V evea 
now give hiito my heart, he might yet leafti to 
behuld me with lefs indifference. But, ales! 
oveiy effort is in vain ; — I wifli his Jiappinels ; 
no man on earth deierves -more to be happy f 
be hastjvery amiable engaging quality that mor- 
tal can portefs ; but I have no heart to beftow * 
•—all -I can now do for him is to die, L&cinda." 

• O, talk not df it, cry'd I, n*y deaf /Lttdf 
©fmondfj the very thought wouhds my^hfeftrt* 
.~Yojf--d&eive yourftlf : 'tis impoflible *fc 
•LordM^can behold To many attraction with 
indifpMce*, depend 'Upon it, it is iifcpotibiel 
had be Unit 1 the ' fmalteft * hopes that your Lady- 
fliip would yet conquer yours, I am fulty jJeri. 
fuadeid h» felicity would 4bon bte ptfftcX~- Tfo* 
fo*e indttfj foffered r feverel?:5 your heart ham*, 
ceived a wound ^hic*h -iiiuft rebuilt tiipe to 
tail; bttt titetei be afliired, fny dear Madam) 
will Ifceal lit, afcti yeo*riayjy*t bea^htfppy-sfe'hfe 
JLordfhip wftbesH rh»t hefiees wife fc, I caritfot 
doubt ; jirfgmg : ty 'the 'ataififc; thfrafta* ifoU 
have give** die of hkh >«iyeu? are4i HI 'both W 
y^ing; let yotit tettde*ly^tbehe«;!^<&tfA / ih^ 
treat you 16 draw a veil-over -pa#'lcHft*^-*4 
tiifc -'fofflutf wHh Tripe 5 *8d 'tiepetfd iStp&n \V> 
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many happy;, yes perfe&ly happy years, arc yctt 
in ftorc for you. 

Tears filled my eyes, my dear Mifs Selwyn* . 
whi}£ I fpokc j L was deeply affe&ed with her 
fqtfrowsi and the more fo, as I really fear'cL 
(though I wiflied her to believe the contrary^ * 
fhe would not live to experience that change in -> 
her filiation I pretended to forefee. Till I bid 
heard her fad ftory, I flattered myfelf that Iter 
health might yet bo reftored ;.but, alas, who > 
can reflore a broken heart ! 'tis a flow death, 
indeed, indeed, I fear, 'tis a certain one— 
mnot prevail upon her even to wiih for life 5^. 
J till chat ih-y can be gained, there is little 
>pe : — Ihe is extremely fenfible of my attach* 
inent, and endeavours to confole her $ but fince 
the day ihe. gave me thefe fad particulars ; fhcj 
has talked of nothing elfc : this ought not to be; _ 
every idea, of the paft ought, if po4ibU| to be 
For ever banifhed from her memory*— -Jumgw re~ 
jreiLher having placed fo much conflRfce ia 
ne, fince it gives her an opportunity of indulge 
ng herfelf too much ih talking on the fubje&c 
ret I am not, on reflection, certain whether it 
aay not be lefs dangerous to her peace, than 
rooding over it in her own mind. 

I think, had Sir Harry lived, fhe would have 
een lefs wretched j fhe looks upon herfelf as 
lie caufe of his death : this* idea has made a 
eep imprcfEon on her imagination : — bad he 
red, I fay, that caufe of forrow would at leaft 
ive been fpared her, Lord Ofmond's afEdui- 
ss might have — But, alas ! I forget 1 he iie- 
;r was attached to her, fhe never jpoifcfs'd his 
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Heart-— at leaft flic tells me fo ; but I canfcarce 
believe it : 1 j^ally thinkitis impoflible any man^ 
could long be indifferent to fo much excellence. * 
Nothing, I am periuaded^ but the belief that he 
is not matter of- her heart could prevent hfc 
adoring her, unattached as he is to any otter ^ 
woman* When I have feen him, I fKall, from t 
his behaviour to-her, my dear friend, be able to ••- 
form a more certain judgment : to me it ap- - 
pears an impoflibility that he fhould behold her .- 
with indifference ( c unlefs, indeed, he is attach- - 
ed to another: and, alas ! who can fay but this 
may;adhially be the cafe, though her Lady (hip*- 
is ignorant of it : — men are but men % you know ; •„ 
and men arc — We will not*nter upon the defi- 
nition— -exceptions there are*, no doubt; and. 
really by what I have heard of Lord Ofmond, . 
he feems to- be of the happy number. 

Adieu, my dcareft Madam ; this long letter 
will, I truft r find ytw? preparing to revifit Eng- 
land. 6onfiderable ■■ ^srthe diftance will be even 
then between us, if I cto obtain leave ofab- 
. fence from Lady Ofmond for one fortnight, I 
will fly on the wings of affection and gratitudes 
to welcome your return. Yes 5 I mujt, on that 
wifh'd-for occafion, be indulged, that I may 
enjoy the pleaftu$,of telling you in perfon, how . 
truly, how unchangeably I am, 

Your ever grateful, 

and affectionate 

L Osbuen. 

End of Volume First. 
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MifsSELWTK tO LUCINDA OSBURN* 

JL WAS on the point of believing your knight 
of the fprabrV wrift had actually carried yoi* 
off \ and that I fhould never hear another word 
about you ; when no lefs than three long letters . 
were brought me, all of different dates'*' — I have 
not yet, nor can I gnefs, when I mall get over 
the aftonifhment into which their contents h%ve 
thrown me. — Do not expeft me to Write intel- 
ligibly at psefent;. 'tis utterly impofBble.~— I 
know not where, er how to begin. 

So 'ti* proved to a demonftration, that I am^ 
a true prophetefs :«I knew it-^ — I was certain of 
itjr— liow. often, have. Lfaid. i^ Luanda*, that:. 
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you could oot be the offspring of fo mean an 
origin ?— a thoufand, thoufand circumftances 
convinced me of it : — to be fare, it takes off a 
little of the merit I have flatter'd xnyfelf with; 
—it would no doubt have been a more extraor- 
dinary thing, had I made luch a creature as you 
out of a plebeian twig, than it will now appear 
to be,— -This reflection is, I confefe, rather 
mortifying to my vanity ;— but there is no help 
for it.—- Why, what a wretch muft your old 
foul of. a. grandfather have been, my dear 
girl ? foul, did I fay |— mo, I retrad* he could 
have no foul, that's pofitive; and upon the 
whole, he may chance to find it* a lucky cir- 
cumftance ; 'twould be in a fad fcrape at this 
moment, if he had* 

Do I think, you a(k, if there is any probabi- 
lity, that you may yet be fo blefs'd as to embrace, 
and be acknowledged by this. dear father of 
' your's f~to be fure I do f — I have not a doubt 
of it. — How,, or by what means you are to 
jWct, Heaven* alone can tell: prophetess fho 9 1 
•am, I cannot ex&ftly tdll that, my dear ; but<as 
fore as I live, rib will happen fomebow w xrther : 
— <Nay, even my another is trf this op'triion, 
tW not qoitetfblanguine in her ideas of things 
ras. her idaughtcr — We are deeply ertsployed 
in making preparations for our Tetura to Eng- 
land :-**this -muft fuffice, by way of tocology, if 
I do not fo fully as I Twifh, anfwer every particu- 
lar in your delight nil packet. % *; 

My poor penitent wretch of a brother* has 
behaved better than I expeded :— -but you, .4^ 
dear Luanda, haveafbed exa£tty<as I was fcd*- 
tain ydu would, betore 1 read your anfwer to 
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bis dolorous epiftfot— * you * arc too good for 

.him — at kafttill he has given -further proofs of 

. Jus-rcfofmation ; this Lloobupon as a very flight 

one ; .helms a poffion ibr : you, : but. could not 

-conveniently gratify it on 1 his own terms; -and 

fo, child, offered next fufch, ashe^ook it for 

granted, I.prefume, no 'female could find in 

her heart to refufe !— »I am. glad,, my dear, you 

:hayehad fb fine an opportunity of humbling his 

; vanity ; Iiamft jhe wilbnotfor the future, hold 

us poor females fo cheap as he has done— 'As, 

in Spite. of fllLhisriailings, I have^fkilLaiind of 

.fifterly affe&ion for. the >wretoh, I: have not 

tcid\ my : mother one word /of the matter ; he . 

joaay do. aahe qpfeafes ; I can only fay, {hauld he 

takerjt inihis }hcad to be dutiful, fhauldheiBifc 

hjer rconfent to renew his offers, and f houjd 

file think . proper to give ut him, . mine r tttar 

rberroady on demand. '£-' 

After thisjoyous difcovery of your birth, my 
dear, I realty think the honourhewill in that cafeda 
you, need not overw Jiclm you with gratitudt. 
Now let me chide you, and then conclude. 
I cannot forgive your being in fo violent a 
hurry to carry your fiHy Ofmond's plan into ex- 
ecution, however wife and prudent you may 
think it : furely you might at leaft have waited 
till our return ; I think I ann as well Teoti tied to 
have an agreeable companion, as this amiabli 
Lady Ofmond. I fball not eafily pardon either 
my old friend "Mr. Peters, nor Air young friend 
Lady Neville, for their officioiifrefs j I wn 
hear^By vex'dr^I bedihfcher views for you, «»d 
fuch-Lgiink-as would have been fn6?eagroeal%kf 
fince I will not be fo unjuft as to fuppofe youu 
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would not prefer my company to Lady Ofinond's* 
however amiable fhe may be, or however fen- 
fible of your worth : but fince you actually are 
with her, there is no help for it at prefent : — 
when I get home I fhall take it into confidera- 
tion,— -and it will not now be long. 

All is packM up ; we wait only for a fair 
wind ; — and then, Lucinda, her Ladyfhip muft 
once more employ her friend Lady Neville ;. 
for pofitively* I will not be thus tricked out o£ 
my pupil. 

A meflage this inftant from our noble Cap' 
tain j the wind is come about, as they call it, 

and we muft on board. Adieu ; tho* my 

epiftle will by this. means* fit off at the fame 
time with myfelf, you will get it before we ar- 
<rive at the end of our journey,, as it will travel 
the land part more expeditioufly than, we fhall. 

Farewell ; may Heaven in due time fend you 
a happy meeting, with your, father ; — that he yet 
lives, I an* determined, to believe, and fo 'tis 
eafy to. believe a little more* 

Tour's ever moft truly, 

Sqphja Selwyn, 



LETTER XXXVI., 
Luginda to Mife SBLwra*. 

JOY to my beft befbved friend on her iife 
return*, and a thoufand thanks for the few kind 



V 
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lines that brought me the happy intelligence.— 
I am delighted, tranfported at the thought that 
I (hall foon, I truft offer my congratulations in 
perfon ; — *tis my firft wife — I can think of no- 
thing but how to accomplish it. — I a&ually 
form fchemes on the fubjeft in my very dreams. 
The cruel diftance diftra&s me — 'tis dreadful ! 
yet would I not for worlds, at this moment, 
believe my earneft defire to fee you — to talk 
over all the events, that have happened fince 
our feparation, is not to be gratified ; the cer- 
tainty of fuch a difappointment would abfolute- 
ly break my heart. 

I received your kind letter, as you guefled I 
feould, near a week before your arrival. — Tou 
chide me for my precipitation. — Alas ! I now 
blame myfelf. — Would to Heaven I had pati- 
ently waited your return ; but I feared it would 
not be fo foon. — I feared, if I miffed this offer, 
I might not again meet with one in every refpeft 
fo eligible. I feould be an ungrateful being, 
were I not to acknowledge my obligations to the 
amiable Lady Ofmond j— they are numberlefs 
—'tis her whole ftudy to render my life agree- 
able ; kindly faying, fee can never do too much 
for one who fo willingly conforms to her very 
retired and dull way of living. I am mord than 
ever pleafed that I have concealed from her the 
ftory of my unfortunate birth and family.— -She 
could not treat me with more indulgence, were 
fee acquainted with it ; but, from the delica- 
cy of her fentiments, might poffiUy feel it un- 
pleafant to have one, fo nearly her equal, t de- 
pendent on her bounty. — Perhaps I am deceiv- 
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ed ; but it is in h€t of no confeqnence— my 
motive for concealing it is y I truft, a juftifiaWe 
one.. 

I wHb I could give you better account* of 

her healtb AiaaJ I fear, her conftttutiott 

haS'teeeived a fhock flio will never get over : 
— ~-I redly tremble for her life I ——I think; 
from a thou&nd fytnptocas I daily- obferve with, 
heart-felt forrow, iho is for gone- in a confump- 
tion— ^— .the-moft flattering of ail complaints, 
though J believe incurafcta. , ' 

How I iball ha\ie courflg&torafcpenniflion'to 
leave her for ten days or a fortnight, I know not : 
th^re appears a degree of torneity in it ; yet my 
h$u£ is fet upon -feeing nyjr firftr. niy beft friend. 
Till Lord iOfinond's return. 'tis impoffiblej but, 

thank f H#a?$n, he coqaes- to-*nprrow.< Ah* 

wouJ4hewaemorQftoapiitie»tv more anxious to 
fe$hi* r jQTely wife.J-i-Yetfc, ,wh*ti would it avail ? 
— -AlasJ fl*e has -no hffcrtto beftow, could he 
now.gfre h«n his in rettuii>--?Ti*a melancholy 
reJfatiJQ&v that twopoople«, fo formed to pjeafe,- . 
ihpuW ye* be rendered miferable by their union*. 
—I -owa.l iaaxi notrouoh prejudifed in Lord- 
Ofmon4^ favour, in fpite of aU fhe,ha$> repeats 
edly faid in his praife* I fear JbeJitsriiot tafcsn 
aU the "pains he. might have done to gain her 
affe&ions»— But; I forget-r-he, never fek' any 
other fentimenttffqr he*, lovely as {Lais, *haa* 
thofc of . efteem and < • friendihip* This,- 1 one: 
would 4tfnfc* my dear,. Mgdan*,, might be, Suf- 
ficient to . infuflB' felicity 5 and perhaps, it plight, 
but for- her Ladyship's fatal attachment- tQ apc 
other* •£*' 
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I am ill qualified to talk upon the fubjeft, be- 
ing as yet, thank Heaven, a ftranger to that 
tender pafiion ; the want of which creates their 
mifery, but which, I truft, will fdcure my hap- 
pmefs. 

Adieu, my deareft friend; fay all that's 
grateful for me to Lady Selwyn, and believe me 
ever moft affeftionately your 

L. OsBURM. 



^ 



LETTER XXXVIL 
The Same to thi Sah** 



E A VENS 1 what a furprize I met with 

yefterday ! You will hardly guefi what.oo 

cafioned it, my dear Madam, were you to at* 
tempt it forages. — Lady Ofinond was fitting ;at 
lie* frame ; I, at her requeft, playing and 
fingirrg a plaintive Scotch fong, with whicli {he 
is particularly delighted, when the door °jpen* 
ed, and in came Lord Ofinond. Her, jdreffing^ 
room, in which we were, happens to be back* 
wards, fo xhat we heard not the found iof Ai* 
carriage as it drove to the gate. — Her Lttfytiup 
expefted him; of courfe felt none.-r~Shc.roie 
to receive him with>an engaging fmile 5 X pUb 
left tof feat, meaning to retire. But Judge 
what I felt, when, in turning round, In order 

• X ■ . ' 

4f ' 
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to do fo, I beheld in his Lordfliip the amiable, 
the companionate man, who had fo kindly re- 
lieved my poor mother and me in the hour of 
our diftrefs J — I cannot exprefs it 1 — The unex- 
pected fight of a perfon to whom I had been fo 
highly obliged ; who had in fo delicate a man- 
ner conferred the obligation ; the recolledHon 
of the danger which brought him to our relief — 
all thefe circumftances at once occurred to my 
memory, and caufed fuch a variety of emotions, 
that I actually ftarted, and felt myfelf change 
colour.— Lady Ofmohd kindly took my hand, 
and preienting me to him, faid many obliging 
things ; though, fo great was my confufion, I 
heard them not diftindtty. Whether he recol- 
lected me, I did not at that moment know: 
my drefs, which is not quite in the Ample ftyle 
it was at our firft meeting, might have made fo 
great a change, as to prevent it* He alfo faid 
fome polite things, to which I could only return 
a refpeftful curtfey, and I inftantly withdrew. - 

I was no fooner alone than I took myfelf to 
talk for being put into fo ridiculous a flurry for 
nothing; fince, after all, where was the mighty 
wonder in all this ? — rather Angular it might be 
called ; but furely not of fo very extraordinary 
a nature, as to make me behave like a fool ; 
and 'tis certain I felt as if I had behaved like 
She. — I confoled myfelf, however, with reflecti- 
ng, that though I felt it/twas more than pro- 
)able, neither Lady Ofmond nor his Lordfhip 
lad obferved my filly embarraflment.-^I.now 
vifhed I had happened to have told her of^e 
ccident that.brought us acquainted— if itr$if 
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be catted being acquainted ; which, in hfl, is 
as much* or rather more, than one can proper- 
ly call it ; fince we did not even know each 
other's name* And thai, again, I was gleaied 
I bad not, as 'tis poffible I might have esprcf- 
fed my gratitude and opinion of him in terms 
perhaps too ftreng. — To you, my deareft friend, 
'tis pretty plain I did fo ; fince you have more 
than once rallied me on the fabjeQ '.—-though 
you are, for once in your life, greatly deceived, 
if you fanqjy the praifes I beftowed upon him 
proceeded from any other fentiments than thole 
of gratitude. 

Do not fmile now, and tell me this defence, 
which nobody required, looks like the eflefts of 
a guilty confeience ; for there you will again be 
miftaken. 

In fliort,. I will trouble you^with no more of my 
filly reflections about it, hut proceed. 

The found of the dinner-bell, in fpite of , |V ^r 
them all, put me again in a flurry.— My only 
hope now was, that he would not recoiled me, 
and thus no ecclaircifTement would be neceflary. 
—Down I went, zni took my feat at table.—— 
u It is certainly fo, find he to Lady Ofmond j 
at the fame time looking at me ; it abfolutely is 
the very ikme.-**How happy do I think myfelf, • 
Mifs Ofburn, continued his LordSiip, addref-, 
fing himfelf to me, in thcte finding in Lady 
Ofmend's amiable friend, the friend who with 
fuch gentle humanity relieved me, when an ac- 
cidca|, which I will no longer call \> u unlucky 
onc^lSiiovight me to her door.- — -The cjance I ^ 
had bl^aou this morning on my arriVaf^i^vm^S^ 

vb^^L h ;,;%;: 
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ccd me I had had the pleafure of feeing yoa 
before ; I could not positively fay where ; and 
was juft talking of it as you now entered." 

Your Lordfhipjs very obliging/ replied 1, in 
thus remembering the very trifling fervice I had 
the honour to render you — 1 hope the accident 
you at that time met with was attended with no 
bad confequences. — " Only a few hours pretty 
fmart pain, replied he; and that I bore wit hoot 
murmuring, while reflecting it might have been 
much worfe." 

" Little did I dream, <faid her Lady (hip, that 
you, my dear Lucinda, were the perfon to 
whon> my Lord had been fo much indebted ; or 
i fhouid before now have exprefled my gratitude 
for it. 

I aflure you, he laid a thousand fine things 
about his fair phyfician, when he came home ; 
and I am now fenfible he did not exaggerate. I 
would have given worlds my dear Mifs Selwyn, 
at that moment, *to have known whether his 
Lordihip had told her of his generality to us ! — I 
felt myfelf .in a very awkward fituation, fince, 
if he had, my filence on th$ fiibjecT: looked as if I 
had no great fliare of gratitude in my nature, 
tW he had exprefled fo much for a mere trifle : 
the fcrvants being prelent, however, might 
properly enough be thought a fuflicient reafbn 
for my not mentioning it. But whether her 
Ladyfhip knew the circumftance or not, I was 
determined to fpeak of it when they retired : I 
confidercd, that in doing fi>, I fheui^pnlv.do 
his Lordfhip juftice ; and not 4oing it, 9«gg* 
give him an idea that I was afibamed of tbd^- 
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verty which induced us to accept it.— This idea 
hurt my feelings more than receiving the obli- 
gation. 

Accordingly, when they were withdrawn, 
I renewed the fubjecl:, and told her Ladyfhip 
the whole .ftory ; not, however, the names of 
the parties concerned, or any thing farther, 
than of our diftrefs at the moment. — I found 
(he was a ftranger to that part of the ftory ; 
having only heard of his Lordihip's fall, and 
our tender attention to him, as he was pleat- 
ed to call it. 

I now felt myfelf perfectly at eafe : I had ac- 
counted for our being at all acquainted, in a Sa- 
tisfactory manner : that was all I wiflied ; and 
till I had done fo, I felt a kind of unpleafant 

fenfation.- Don't you, my deareft friend, 

ihink I did right"?— .J hope you do. 

I promifed, in my laft, to give you my opi- 
nion of his Lord&ip ; but you fee 'tis no longer 
neceflary. I find I have, without Snowing, gi- 
ven it you pretty fully before ; as he Arrived but , 
two days ago, I have feen * nothing in him to , 
induce me to change it : I dill think of him as 

1 did ; hojwr that was., I will not repeat. I will 
only add, he appears to jne even handfomer 
now than he did when I firft faw him ; and no 
wonder ! he had at that moment met with an 
ugly accident, he was in pain :— this might per- 
haps make him appear to difadvantage ; but 
even then he w&s abundantly handfome. — None 
bf your arch looks, I befeech you, for never was 

2 creature more miftaken ! believe me, I could 
mighty eafily quit the fubjeft ; did Inot fuppole 

Ha'. 
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you vrifhed to know how he behaves to his love- 
ly wife. 1 own, I feel myfelf fo much inter- 
refted in her happinefs, that I have made every 
poffible obfervation ; and I am truly forry to 
fay, I fear he does not feel for her ail that ten- 
def nefe fhe fo juftly merits •, his behaviour is po- 
lice to the higheft degree ; attentive and oblig- 
ing ; 'tis his nature to be fo, I am perfuaded, 

to every creature:-: but alas! I bow fee this 

is not enough to render the married ftate happy; 
O no, no !— little as lean be fuppofed to know of 
the matter, my heart tetys me fomething more 
than thefe cold fentiments is wanting. — I pity 
them both moftunfeignedly, I do aftbre y ou : 
he has repeatedly ex prefs'd the greateft concern, 
for the change he finds in her looks finco he 
left her, fears fhe has not taken proper care of 
herfelf, begg'd fhe would fend fop advice, and 
in fine convinced me he has a fincere regard for 
her, and is really exceedingly anxious about her 
health ; but ftill there is not that — I know not 
what*— and may I never, I pray Heaven, know 
what by experience; for if even the engaging, 
the pleafing attentions of a man like this will not 
make a woman happy, what chance has one of 
being fo ? 

Adieu, my beloved, my beft friend; believe 
me ever 

Tour grateful 
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LETTER }£X&Vltt. 
Mift StLWTS to LuciflDA OsitJRS. 



w« 



H Y rtd, as you fay* tk£i* is nothing fo 
^>^Stfa*>Mih3f f in it, as to make one bdiavc 
lUce fc - fodi !-**Ytt* 'tis dftrtlehfcugh, aAd has a 
diifii «f the rtnhantie in it, fof ail that. — ^ 
Protfi the etfcits tfeat have alMdy happened, 
ahd fr6m tbofe Wkfch are yet, I am periuactaJ, 
to hdfipen, I think, were f'to take a Btflfe pains 
about it; I could write a mighty pretty ndvel, 
foi 1 fiiihdi^r readbg.^M-^-You f of courfc, the 
heroirie^Ldrd Ofrttofld the hero :-w-her Lady* 
fltip has otAf t& go <piietljr to the peaceful tothk' 
—arid, toy life fo* it, I cttn gttefs what tfdtfltt 
foU6W.~*Tfc*h, hi the tttV itick of tithe, ih ' 
comes you* father, iWth a fhip load of riches 5 
Whtf difotovei* yeni, By the Lord khows what 
meahs; gives you his bleffiftg— the faid fhip 
load of riches«~-and, tb crown all, gives you and 
them tb Ldrd Ofmori^.~~-Now, tell me ho* 
neftly, Lucinda, has an idea of this natute ne* 
ver etitefed your head ? .**dat?t fib— 1*11 take a&y 
bet yoti pleafe, it has. 

H6W can you* Mifs Selwyn, cries my grave, 
fentrmental Lucinda, be fo veiy riditulou* !^-* 
the man has fcarce had time to look at me, 
much lefs fall in love.— **-True, my dear ;»^but* 
you forget I am only talking of what is to hoppw, 
H 3 



I 5 o L U C I N D,«A: 

not of what has happened.— That he will find 
time to look at you, HI be fworn; and if he 
does, indifferent as he is to his fair Lady's attrac- 
tions, let him look to the confequences;— that's 
his affair, you know.— But let me whifper a 
fecret in his Lordfliip's ear.—— He has a moft 
paffionate rival in my poor Harry.— —Do not be 
alarmed, my dear ; nor put yourfelf into any 
of your violent flurries, — To prevent k as far as 
poffible, know that my brother has nearly rein- 
ftated himfelf in my good graces \ he has con- 
fefled all his naughty, pa-pa tricks to my mo- 
ther ; vowed he adores you ; cannot live, unlefs 
bleffed with your hand, and heart, I fuppofe he 
alfo means : — has implored her permiffion to afk 
it of you, and has actually obtained it.— 
There's news for you, child ! — To afk mine he 
thought a needlefe .compliment, I prefume ; but 
he begged and intreated I would fay a few 
civil things to you in his favour.-— —Not I, ve- 
rily, quoth I; fhe knows you .better already than 

I do, Harry. Ah, Sophia! cried he— Ah, 

Harry 1 cried I.~So> my dear, you may expect 
an epiftle on the fubjeft by the next poft % aa- 
fwer it as you pleafe : were you my After to- 
morrow, I could not love you better than I do al- 
ready ; — fo I am out of the queftion.— But J 
own I wifh this fame Harry's happinefs, in fpite 
of his paft roguery, becaufe I believe in my con- 
science he repents: — therefore, if you can love 
him, do oblige me, there's a good girl 5— -if not 
—not for worlds would I afk it— you are too 
dear to me for that— no undue influence need 
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you fear from me. The creature is di (traded 
about you, that's certain ; and is ready to hang 
himf^lf for his paft conduct :-— but does it follow, 
that ffie would have chofen you for her Lord 
and mafter, faid I to him fuppofing you had ne- 
ver offended her ?—- You. forget, my penitent 
brother, that this matter is by no means clear. 
—.—Oh, Sophia, and ah, Sophia ! with iighs 
as long as my arm, was all I could get 
from him. 

Farewell -, if you can oblige him, do ; and 
thereby at the fame time add to the feli- 
city of 

..Tour's, 

S. SfiLWYN. 



H 4 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Lucinda to Mifs Selwyk* 

lAM flattered beyond espreffion by At ho- 
nour Lady Selwyn does me, my dear Madam $ 
I truft it will not make me vain* But I {hall* 
at leaft for the future, venture t* bdieve I *tf* 
not wholly deftitute of merit, fince h€r l.*Af- 
fhip could be prevailed upon to give her content 
to Sir Harry's requeft. — I (hall ever retain the 
higheft fenfe of her kind partiality ; and in eve- 
ry a&ion of my life endeavour to juftify her 
good opinion. 

Should Sir Harry, as you feeraU imagine he 
will, again honour me To far as to afk my hand, 
I fhall be exceedingly concerned, fince I feel it 
will not be in my power to comply with his re- 
queft.— I wifh much he would fpare himfelf 
the mortification of being reje&ed: — I truft he 
wiD on reflection fee the impropriety of it. 

Give me teave to anfwer you, my deareft 
friend, with honeft fincerity : — Sir Harry is not 
tfce man with whom I could be happy. As 
your brother, I regret that truth compels me 
to confefs it. He has, I doubt not, many good 
qualities : the higheft ambition would certainly 
be amply gratified in being allied to your re- 
fpeftable family ; yet my feelings will be more 
hurt, if poffible, than my vanity is flatteros v |>7 
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the generous offer, becaufe I muft decline it— 
Excufe me if I aUTo decline faying any more 
upon a fubjeft that gives me real pain. — If you 
can prevail upon Sir Harry to fpare himfclf and 
me the mortification I fhall feel in rejecting 
him, you will infinitely obligAme ; you have my 
permiffion to fhow him what! have now wrote ; 
after reading it, I truft he will not condefcend 
to trouble himfelf any farther about 1 an obje& fp 
fer his inferior.— Give me learo to beg yon will 
aflure him, refentment has rio (hare in my re- 
fiifal; - 

I hav* time for rio more at prefect, as the 
fttvant who takes charge of the letters wait* 
for mine, and is afraid of being tod late for the 
ppft, I wotrfd not delay fending it till the 
next, as I wiih you to recrfve it time enough 
t6 prevent Sir Harry from giving himfetf the 
trouble of Writing.— Believe me eve* ypurt, 



I* 0#xtr*tf. 
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LETTER XL. 
The Same to the Same.. 



ALL hopes of feeing yon, my deareft Ma- 
dam, muft at prefent be laid afide. — I cannor 
exprefs wha{ I feel in being thus cruelly difap» 
pointed in what I had £et toy heart upon, and 
from which I had promifed myfelf fo much fa* 
tisfa&ionu I made no doubt of Lady Ofmond's 
indulging me ; and had determined, to afk her 

grmiffion this very day \. when, to my un~ 
a saleable regret* fhe told me, juft as I was on 
the point of beginning the fubjeft, that my Lord 
was fb exceedingly alarmed about the vifible 
change he obferved in her health, that he in- 
fitted on her going to Bath. This had often, it 
feems, been prefcribed for her by her phyfi- 
cians, but fhe had as often declined it. She 
added, the extreme anxiety he expreffed had 
at laft prevailed, and fine propofed letting off 
fome time next week, and hoped I fhould with- 
out reluctance accompany her/ 

What could I fey, my dear Madam ? — You 
will eafiry conceive I could offer no objections > 
though my difappointmtnt was unfpeakabie : — 
I fear fome traces of it were vifible in my coun- 
tenance ; for, on leaving her Ladyflup, I hap- 
pened to -meet my Lord> who haftiJy afced mc 
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if I was ill, or if any thing had difcompofcd me, 
as I looked unufually grave. I aflured him I 
was unconfcious of it, if it was fo.—— Thank 
Heaven ! cried he, with rather more energy, I f 
thought, than the matter required,— I confefs, 
continued he, I was apprehenfive our intend- 
ed journey, which I knew Lady Ofmond meant 
at this time to acquaint you with, might be 
difagreeable to you : and muft alfo confefs, had 
you declined being of the party, it would have 
been, infinitely lefs pleafing* — Your Lordfhip is 
exceedingly, obliging* replied I ; but no requcft 
Lady Ofmond can poffibly make can ever ap- 
pear fo t©tne. I am highly flattered by the 
diftin£tion.fhe honours me with, and only re- 
gret my incapacity to give her Lady (hip more 
evident proofs of my; gratitude. 

I was going on towards my own apartment, 
when-, in* the moft engaging manner, heafked 
if I was particularly hurried juft then :— " If 
not, added he> may I beg you will indulge me 
with Lady Ofmond's favourite fong.— I know 

flie is going , to write. 1 have walked till. I 

am tired i and own I am unwilling to be left 
alone, when there is a poflibility of having fa 
pleafing a companion. — Will you indulge ate ?* 
Mbft willingly, my Lord, replied I ; tho* t ami 
fo poor a perfoOTwlL Jh'at I fear I (hall afford 
your Lordfhip verjr little entertainment : — We 
went 'to the harpficbord —I fung and played fe- 
verai; and he was polite enough to appear 
pleafed. 

" Shall I confefs, Mifs CHburn, faid he> 
when I had done, I am not a little aftonifbed 
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t& Sad you fo highly acootnfriHfced, wfiea I re>- 
left on the retired maaner frr which voir hate 
* EvedL — I wift not to be miperttnenrrfy mtjur0- 
;-five ; nor would for worlds give yon a moment's 
para : yet I own 1 cannot reconcile yotrr man- 
ner—your " 

Indeed, my Lord, raid I, interrupting; Inm y 
I am not furprifed at the anrfofrf y rem exprefr ; 
the fkuation in which your Lordttrip firft few 
me, make? it extremely natural— and I felt a 
Nirfh on my cheek aa I fpoke, my dear Mrfe 
Seriryn ? I fear too it was a Hufh of morrrffed 
^pride.-^— ** 

#< Oh, pardon rare cried his Lordfhip, took- 
hrg tenderry on me ; if, by the remark: I have 
made, I have unfortunately recalled to your 

memory any painful ideas :- believe tnc^Jt 

jrieant it not/* h W 

I~I am fenfible you did not, my Lord, re- 
plied I, again interrupting him ; hurt that he 
fhould believe I could foppofe him capable of 
tf :— permit me to account for what mufr, eve- 
ry thing confidered, appear extraordinary. 

1 then, my dear Rfifs Selwyn, informed hmr ir 
was to your unparalleled goodnefs I wasr wholly 
indexed for an education fo far above what I 
had any pretentions to ; or could poffibly have 

' K obtained by any means. My obligations tor 

you — my gratitude— my affection— is the theme, 
of any others, I am xac& eloquent on J 'tis a 
fobjeft in which my heart is interefted i I am 
never weary of it. 

M? Lord fuffered me to indulge myfetf wkk- 
out interruption, Kftening with a moft polite 
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attention. — When 1 had told him, (I will not 
fay all year kmdnefs, for that is impofliMeJ 
he beftowed a thoofand encomiums on you ; — 
faid he was no ftranger to yout* character, "» 
though he had not the honour of being perfbn-* 
ally known to you ; but added, this trait raifed 
you ftUl higher than ever in his efteem. 

" Indeed, my lovely Lucinda, continued he, 
if I was capable of envy,' I think I fhould be 
tempted to envy Mifs Selwyn the pleafure flxe 
muft have enjoyed in havmg fa- amiable a pu- 
pal." 

Say rather, iny Lord, replied I, for* haying 
fo noble, fo generous a heart. 

« For both, cried hey they are both inva- 
luable. Ah, why was nothing left for me to 

do? With what infinite fatisfa&ion would t 

have endeavoured to afiift in fo pleafing a talk ! 

I have repeated this converfation merely to 
give you an idea of him. Perhaps you, my 
lively friend, will pronounce his manner rather 
too tender ; but I give you my word 'tis nothing 
jliore than his manner— »He has that foftnefs^ 
that gentlenefs, in alt he fays or does, to every 
cM&ture ; and 4 you muft allow there is fonae- 
thing exceedingly pleafing in it. - * ' \ . . 

1 am quite aftonifhed at Lady Ofiqptqrid'i in- 
fenfibility — I really am : — but may t not ^ritK 
equal juftice accufe hina of the fame defeat t 
Cioft certainly ; for {he is truly lovely even now * 
what &en muft (he have been when id bloom- 
ing healttt— her heart at cafe? — Afi, woYrfcfto 
Heaven they were both as happy as they dc- 
$S*&Xol)t\ • ■ . -J 
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I hope for the pleafure of hearing from you^ 
my dear Madam, before we leave the country* 
I will certainly write again, were it only half a 
dozen lines, to bid you adieu. Believe me eves 
your affectionate and grateful 

£. OSBURN. 



L E T TE R XLT.:. 

Mifs SSLWTN toLuCINDA'QftBtJRN'.- 



OO he is all foftnefs, all gentlenefs to every/ 
creature — 'tis nothing more than his manner. 
— Ah, my dear Lucinda, beware of a manner 
fo dangeroufly infinuating ! — Be not alarmed, 
my good girl, at thefe expreflions ; I know you 
well. — For your virtue I am under no appre- 
henfions ; but I tremble for your heart. — You. 
are aftonifhed at Lady Ofmond's infenfibility. 
—why fo s Lucinda ? — it is then fb very afio- 
nifhing to behold this man with indifference ? 
—Make* a few ferious reflections on what I have 
(aid i a very few I am certain will convince you 
my tenvdre is not abiblutely unneceflary. You 
may alfaafk yourfelf the following queftion : 
—Had I never feen Lord Ofmond, fhould I 
have rejefted Sir Harry, the brother of my 
friend, who authorized by his family, has of- 
fered me his hand ?— I do not reproach you* 
toy dear girl, for having refufedhim > I flipuld 
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rather fay, / will not> if you can, with a clear 
confeience, declare Lord Ofmond is not in fome 
meafure the caufe. — I believe mod fincerely you 
are* unconfeious of it, if it is fo, at this mo- 
ment. — But afk your heart the queftion, and 
tell me honeftly what anfwer it returns,— 
Yoijftart, you are fhocked at all this. But 
know that I am perfuaded, and have been from 
the firft, that this Lord Ofmond made an im- 
preffion on your young, heart long before you 
became an inmate in his family. 

The amiable, the generous ftranger was not 
beheld with indifference. — Had you never feen 
him more, it might have worne off; but meet- 
ing him as you have done, and circumftanced 
as he is, I can only repeat, beware. 

My brother is inconfolaWe — I believe he 
means to tell you fo by this pofh — No matter 
— you can but anfwer him as you think proper : 
— flbould it be unpropitious, he talks of going 
abroad immediately.— I commend him :— change 
of fcene* and diffipation, are the moft proba- 
ble means he can ufe to regain his peace. 

Farewell, my dear girl ; do not put a wrong 
ccpftru&ion on any thing I have faid j J mean 
it well : — you are very dear to me, and need 
fear no change in my affections. 

Your's moft fincerely > 

S, SeIwyn. • 
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LETTER XLII* 

LuCfNDA O&BORN tO Mtft SfeJLWYlt. 



JrV H f wtwt a letter ww youf iaft; fciy bttawd 
friend^ — you have t*rri£cfdm*; I Arii ihock'd 
to death! I mean r /*w*r yft* tart my fright is 
ever, indeed k is> for I have' made th6 ^tHjaarj 
yon defired with all poffible card, and am per- 
fcaded all is right. 

. Lord Ofraood *-u_ the huftftftd of ray friend 
—good Heavens ! — No, my d &*eft - Madam, 
no !— my heart is incapable of it \ I cohfefe ht , 
is amiable;-*- 1 owe him my gratitude, hfe fittK 
ation claims my pity,^-thofe h& has ? but for' • 
any thing more, believe me, I am perfe&ly In* 
noccnt :^-In regurd to Sir Harry, permit m& 
to fay, had I never feen the elegit*** the (fom- 
paffiooarte ftranger, he k not the rtiaii my heart 
could hape dmfeik ; parddn **> MiftSelwjn, 
—he k your btfotfeer— fhk toiifeffion cartriot 
therefore be pleafiftg to you j-^-yet it &>** hob . 
imply his want of merit v he k handfome, he 
k accompliihed. — Why t did not behold him 
with any #ther partiality than as being the bro* 
their of my beft, my generous friend, I cannot 
pretend * tp ^account for : but this I fed moft 
fenfibly, that I fhould think it an unpardona- 
ble crime to deceive any man -, and Jiad I fciven 
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my hand unaccompanied by my heart, I mud 
Jiave been guilty of it.— I nave too ftriking an 
infhmce of it at prefeflt before my eyes, not to 
fee that a union formed on foch a plan, cannot 
be happy ;— -the paffion ffiuft be mutual, or fe- 
licity in the married ftate is not to be expe&ed. 

Sit Harry otrght for his peace of mind, to 
thank me for not taking advantage of his pat* 
tiality i temptfng as the occafion was for a podr 
girl in my unfortunate fituation •»— and 1 think 
he wifl, dn ferious reflection. 

I receited his letter— I have anfVered it, I 
Jficlofc *eopy of both 5 1 truft yon will approve 
*f the reafona I have given, tor declining the 
honour he mean to do met— they are the 
dfflhtte* of my heart j and tf I have any know- 
ledge of that heart } weald have been the fame* 
had I never feen Lord Ofmond. 

No, my beloved friend, I da not put a wrong 
cphftrudtion on any on^jfijntence of your kind,, 
your well-meant lettef.*-7 will hewaft jf? the 
friendly caution, may have its ufe, and I thank 
you # for it : — Yes, I will beware \ and fhould I 
on any occafion find the moft trifling fymptoms, 
any alarming emotions arifing in my filly heart; 
depend upon it, you fhall be acquainted with 
them the moment I have myfelf difctfered 
them: having made this refolutipn, tjthinfc 
myfelf perfeftly fafe. r 

On Monday next wefet off fofrBath. Ifdf 
Ofmond, has behaved with a genjtofity t«£Aie 
on this occafion, which realty opprefl*es ine 5 I 
fear I fhall forget myfelf; I fhall be tempted to 
the fin of vanity, I fear, when decorated in all 
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the finery preparing for me ; — but I will think 
of your beware, even on this occafion, and 
guard againft it : — had I but had the happinefs 
of feeing my beloved friend before I left the 
country, I fhould look forward to this excur- 
fion with pleafure : I have hitherto feen fo very 
little of the world, that I enjoy the thoughts 
exceedingly ; but that cruel difappointment fits 
heavy at my heart. 

May I flatter myfelf with the hopes of find- 
ing a letter waiting for me there ? the poft will 
travel more expeditioufly than we ihalL 

Continue to give me your highly valued ad- 
vice 5 do not be fparing of your bewares, when- 
ever you think your Lucinda ftands in need of 
them. .; My beft relpcfts wait on Lady Sdwyn:, 
—my beft affedtions are ever, Tour's 

h. OSBU&K.. 
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LETTER XLIIL 
The Same to the Sime~ 

Bath. 

JL O ufe a vulgar expreffion, my dear Ma- 
dam, we pick'd up a very agreeable acquaintance, 
when within a few miles of this delightful place,* 
J, however, make ufe of it, becaufe it was K-? 
terally the cafe, and therefore I truft 'tis par- 
donable :-— in the conrff. of our laft ftage, we 
overtook a gentleman who had been making a 
little excurfion in his phaeton ; we found him 
{landing by it (eeming a good deal embarrafs'd ; 
—Lord Ofmond ordered our carriage to ftop, 
that he might enquire whether any affiftance was 
wanted ; the fervant was fent to afk the queftion, 
return'd, and told us, one of the gentleman's 
horfes had fallen, and had unfortunately fo 
lam'd himfelf that he could not proceed ; my 
Lord now got out, and went to offer his fervl- 
ces 5 we continued in the coach 5 in a few mi- . 
uutes they both came back together, his Lord- 
{hip ha*«*ig prevailed upon the gentleman. to let 
im hom^a^we had a vacant placet 
tluced )r ^^1 Oftnond and 

/ie titl*- Jd Leinfter, having 

/ fervants.-~-You fee, 
Ms to be a traveller : 
•ac, I (lia| fet this. 
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down in my journal as an adventure \ in my life, 
I never faw a countenance that fo greatly pre- 
judifed one in his favour : — Except one, Lucinda, 
crie$ Mifs SdWyn : Well, te it ft :— I fear, I 
cannot with truth rejeft the exception; but 
Lord Ltiafter is next upon my lift, I give you 
my word ; than he is nearly as handfome too, 
a* ptilite, as engaging ; we are all chartn'd with 
his acquaintance : he is not quite fo yourtg as 
Lord Ofmond, 'tis true, but that's a trifle :*— 
Lady Ofinond iftfifts up&n it, I have already 
made a conquefrof his heart 5 you may bt fufe 
I am Hot a little vain of the attention he pays 
tht $ and if you, my beft friend, do not give 
like a timely hint to- few*!*, fhall be to * fair 
way to be tjtiitt! tp(AYd.-~flt mafcei <m fci HI 
but little parties* Lady Ofrtorid'* health dtes 
tot pfcfrtSt her going to the roorfii j bttt die 



obtigtagty feyi, that mail Hot pftfterit my golfig 
oecafemally, vrher* we are a little fettfed ff fhe 
can get a propter pcribn to introduce trie. 

N Hcrw vtry kind i* this my dear Mifs Seltf yfti 
t mention it merely to order td do her Ladyflrip 
jnftke; '-fcf I have ftotiefign to take advitrtage 
of her Indulgence; as I feel more red fatisfitt- 
tton in giving tip my time and atteritfen.to Iter, 
than any amti&ment of that natttjre could pof- 
fibly afford mt ;**-I may probaWy go once to 
gratify my curiofity ; but that i*3tt I have any 
thoughts of: her Ladyfhip is lb * paffionately 
fbnd of mufic, that we have hired 1 a piano-forte 
for the time we are here ; Lord Leinfter, too, 
has a firte tafte, attd delights in it no lefs than * 
we do ; you, m j dear Madajn, know lata by 
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*u> means ft capital performer; yet they are 
kind enough to beftow 3 thoufai)d enqorajirair 
op, me 5 my voi<$, too, has a fweetnefs, they • 
fay, which many p^rhapp more perfeft in other 
refpe&s feldom poflefs. 

In Alert, as I foid before, your poor Luan- 
da's he^d will be turned, if you. qegta& to bid 
her beware*— Lord OfmqpdVr-^bitf I check 
my.pen.-~l will n?t foflerut to rim ^way with 
mje on that fubjeft 5— befides, I am determined 
to prefer Lord Lejnfter^ fo no more aboirt him: 
y$t afte* ajl, yrsnid it bo very unnatural, juft |q 
fay hU bshayiftur tp me h ljbc that of qp any- . 
able brother ? Seafible he is fer from happy, 
'us no le^ natural for me t|*do all in my power 
to 3mu&» and difpel a deje€bon which, I am 
forry to fay, feems rather to increafe upon him: 
— fj«^;tftight hQ ascufe me ©f ingratitude, 
wei* Ttd bfeMffc k with indifference, afwr ths 
obligations he h^s cpnfcrrd upon me ; indeed 
'tis I#4y Ofmo&d's *ew*ft that I flwnjld da 
fo i this atene would be a fufficient induce- 
ment, 

Her Wyftkjp 14 drinking the waters, the' as 
Q& firequciiul* fays* without having much faith 
in their virfties', but my Lord intreats it j and 
I am firmly perfuaded is infinitely more allows 
for their (p^qefs than flie is herfelfc 

Yes, my dear Mifs Selwyn* he has the ten- 
dered heart that ever man p^ffefe^l * that flie 
is wt *Ae woman of his choice I W 15. fo« 
true •, rat W could not treat her with mere **» 
tention, mo* real kindnefs, if *he were; at 
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leaft to me it appears impoffible; (he often men- 
tions it to me with great pleafnre, but generally 
adds with a figh, u Ah, Lucinda I why, why was 
fo gentle, fo amiable a man dcom'd to fuffer fb 
joylefs a ftate ? and how is it that my perverfe 
heart is fo infenfibk to fuch attractions ? per- 
haps, could I have conquerM my fetal partiality 
for another, he might in time have entertained 
for me warmer fiuatiments than he now does ; 
'tis this refUctfon, my dear Lucinda, that de- 
ftroys my peace, 'tis this which is hurrying me 
to the grave : but fcnfible, my Lord has no other 
chance for happiness, I look forward to my di£ 
folution with a kind of melancholy pleafure : — 
Ah ! why fhould I wifh to continue here, fince 
my heart is buried in the tomb of my unfortu- 
nate, my poor ill-fated Henry ! 

" i fometimes fancy Lord Ofmond is no 
ftranger to my unhappy ftory;— 4f fo; what 
gratitude do I owe him for his kindnefs, his de- 
licacy in never upbraiding me with it ? I can ne- 
ver exprefe j as I wifh, my fenfe of his good- 
nefs, his generous conduct ; my fervent prayer 
to Heaven is, that when his wretched wife is no 
more, he may meet with a woman more fenfible 
of his worth," ■ ' 

If he is indeed to lofe this amiable woman, my 
dear Mifs Selwyn, tnoft unfeignedly do I join 
wkh her in the generous petition. 

I am fent for j Lord Lekifter, and my Lord, 
are juft returned from an airing ; they a& my 
company. 
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Tarcwell, my deareft friend ; believe me with 
unchangeable r affe&ion , 

Ever your^s, 

L. OSBURN. 



LETTER XLIV. 

Mifs SELWYN tO LtJCINDA OSBURN. 

k5 O — you are determined to prefer Lord Lein- 
fter to Lord Ofmond, Lucinda ? it will then 
coft you no fmall effort. — Ah, my dear girl ! 
—but be it fo — it is an eflbrt worthy of you f— 
and fhould he, as Lady Ofmoncf imagines, be 
captivated by your attractions, remember you 
have determined. 

I confefs I think 'tis the moft natural thing 
that could poffibly happen ; — 'that he muft ad- 
mire a creature fo lovely, is moft certain ; 4ba£ 
he might do no more than admire, is alfo pUfc- 
ble, but by no means very probable ; unlefs he 
is one of thofe beings, who can gaze on the 
moft perfeft" beauty with no other fenfations 
than they gaze on a fine pifture.— Many fuch 
infenfibW wretches there are. — I mean, however, 
if the faid beauty is deftitute of fortune \ give 
her riches, and flic may command uaiverfal 
adoration. This man, however, from the lit- 
tle you have faid of him, does not appear to be 

.» 
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one of that character ; and if he is not, I may 
fafely congratulate you on your conqueft ; fince 
I am perfuaded 'tis not in the chapter of poffi- 
bilities, to far you every day, and all the day, 
without 'feeling the power of your attrac- 
tions. 

Now, Lucinda, fhould he, on a farther ac- 
quaintance, declare hirafelf a flave to them — 
(hould he, like a man of fenCe, of honour, of 
generofity, be fenfible that your w*rth is infi- 
nitely moire valuable than all the wealth of the 
Indies, give me a proof that Lord Ofmqnd has 
no other place in your heart than what he is in- 
titled* to from gratitude and efteem. — Tell me 

v„£ncerely, Lucinda, does this re^ueft occafien 
any palpitation, any flutter in that gentle heart 

of thine?. How can you, my dear Madam* 

afk^sch a queftion ? eric* my blulhing Lucfnda. 
— - — 1 aflc it, toy deaf lift you {hould. forget to 
aft. it yourfelf ; and becaufe k may perhaps be- 
come a very important one. — Should you be 
confeious of none, and fed that you can* with- 
out reluftance, give your hand to Lord Leuiflor, 
do iL with a good grace ; that I may have, the 
i mM feeing my lovely pupil figure in that line 
IjflRc fhe is formed to grace, ^^-Do not form 

. . your i^eas of happineft by thofe of Lady Of- 
• mond :— take my word for it, 'ti* by no means 
neceffary a woman {hould be diftrafiedl} unlove 
to infure her felicity. That one ought ta have 
a tlncere efteem fpr the man one is to pafi one's 
life with, I grant you •, that one ought %q pre- 
fet him to any otherj I alfa gwnt :— but all this 
<nay be done without that romantic, that en- 
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thufiaftic p&ffion one fometimes hears of, and 
perpetually finds defcribcdiby the lively iraagina* 
tioh of novetifts. 

Had Lady Ofmoml ntvcr beheld the ttefotrtu- 
natcSit Harry; had sot feet-foeort b^en ;pife- 
poffefled in his favour, tfhe might, with. tho& 
fenthnetitsilie even now feels far Lord Qfmtond* 
have been happy. - • : 

TA eaopoft frerfea happinbfs in this We, ii a 
fc% j . * foflnfethiflg i tteue JkqH Qt*r ! be to ipfrtftcbt 
that. Lady Ofmond, no doabt, tavksftipnn the 
difappointment (lie met with as the only bar to 
her's:— but, depend 4ipon it, had fhe married 
the man of her choice, fome other bar would 
have teen foond to confirm my aflertion. 

Thefe fentiments you, my dear Lucinda, will 
probably acknowledge to be wondrous wifg — 
exceedingly prudent — and exceedingly ftupid,, 
uninterefting, and cold :~they are, however 
that may be, the dictates of common fenfe ; and 
that is the kind of fenfe I have a lingular par- 
tiality for ; — 'tis fit for every day's ufe \ a more 
refined one may do for high days and holiday 
— And (6 my dear, as I was faying^ (houlc 
fame man—this handfome, engaging, wft 
aged Lord Leinfter— — -Don't be fhocke^chjj 
at my laft expreffion ; to me that is one *>f A 
perfections : — if a man of that age */ caught^ be 
affured you have him for life : — if, I fay then, 
he fhould dojufticeto your merit \ and you can, 
without reluctance give hfm your lily hand, give 
it him ; that I may, as foon as poffiblc, fee my 
dear girl as happy as any poor mortal has aright 
to expect. 

Vol. II. I 

• . digitized by G00gle 




i 7 o L U C I N D A: 

Too may, perhaps, afk why I did hot fay 
as much in favour of my brother.— Twas* for 
this very good reafbn — becaufe I am perfiiaded 
you beheld him with ahfblute indifference.— 
That's quite another affair— Heaven forbid 70a 
fhonki ever be prevailed upon to give your 
hand to any man upon earth you look upon 
in that light. 

Farewell, my dear girl 5 thinjc ferioufly^ of 
what I have faid, and let me .hear .from you 
as foon as you can* 

¥our'$ f 

S. Selwyn. 
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LETTER XLV. 

XUCINDA OSBURN to Mifs S'EVWYK. 

xi H, my dear Madam ! 1 am 'flurried to death ; 
would to Heaven, I had never come to this 
place, my peace of mind is I fear deftroyed for 
ever ! — I rould not write ; pardon me — I blufh 
to think that 'tis above a month ftice the date 
bf my laft;— doubt not my affettion, my gra- 
titude ; they can never loiow a change-.—— 
Alas ! my dear Madam, 'tis But too true, this 
Lord Leinfter has declared htnrielf my lover ; 
O, had I never feenhim, that 1 had never left 
my peaceful cottage ! there, and only there 
have I ever enjpyed one moment's real felicity^ 
Ihave read jour laft letter over a thoufand 
times; — mufti my beloved friend anfwer yot* 
wiah fincerity ? — *yes,' 1 will j never fhall a 
thought of your poor Ludnda'& h£art be con- 
cealed from you, ^whatever ftruggle it Ay coft 
her to ctonfefs Its weaknefs. . j * ' 

Alas! my dear Madam, need! fay' mo^?-^ 
I tremble while I write, i am terrified at my 
emotions.— I have a thoufand things to tell youj 
yet how to begin] my mind is in a'ftate of 
diftraSdon : this is not the firft attempt I have 
made to write to you, my deareft friend 5 I 
have fcvetal times fat down with that intent* 

1 2 ..•.•": * 
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felt never found my fpirits enough compofed to 
iccomplifh it : — your letter was delivered to me 
while at tea, Lord ^Leinfter was prefent, he 
bad not the* acquainted me wath his fenti- 
ments 5 tho' I could not be blind to his partia- 
lity : I would have retired to read it, but Lady 
Ofmond kindly begg*d I would make no cere- 
mony ; (he knew it was from you by the plea- 
fure I expreis'd on receiving it-}— can.you Agtfre 
to yourfelf a fituation more painful) mof e em- 
barraffing than mine at that moment — evexy 
lrae* every word I read ferved tq entreafe ft ; 
I felt pay face in a .glow* my breath .grew (hort, 
I . gaip*d for air, and thought I 'fhpijld have 

fainted : ^JLord Oftnond was ^the Srtt who 

obfcrvecl my emotions* ne fljejw to /pel— »- Mfts 
CMhurn, cryVl he, faking me py tW-h^ock jrour 
looks alarm me-1 I fear the contents, (pf. that let- 
ter gives you pain j let me. lea^l you into the 
air :— Lady Ofmond and Lftrcl Leihfter, now 
ezprefs'd the fame fears* — tt hats, my Lori, re- 
plied I, ftarce kaompng what 1 &ia ; but pej> 
hap*, on a fecocd reading I may Jfipd I have 
been too haflilj afcirnVd - y permit 'we, to retire 
for a Ifev moments, tto fo> nay. de^r t kid her 
ladyflj^; but 1 muft firft muft on; your taking 
a few drops ;^ (he rung the Wli my l»ora, 
however, infallibly led me ipto the garden ; 
they werehro^ht to oaethere— I took them* 
wd &tm$ my feif relieve^ '• 

Ah { my deareft ifrierid, .the tenderness ex- 
)r<f$'d in Lord Ofnapnd's looks jferyect but to 
encreafe my difordei* } all ytou Had &jd of liim # 
'u&'d upon my mind, an<l covcr'a me with 

■ 
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rorfrf**; myowfcelitig* # tkat feml n>o, 

8*99* tejri^nje^rrjfefc tfcem, and- V<?3* t* 
^a^Kn?e« mie *#d &an>aJi**J: h?4p Oft 

mov<k boggd n> smemptxyt &$ k rtaUwifcar 
«i>ligjag ^flfeir,. fayvigi J'*wwW is*ttr* ln*m*f 

urt*t<ew»« I vm ftwcfe'4 41 ifey, gni|ty wfafe* 

afcta mm opta'dl nvp eyq*^ J ft***te mifeuy ifr* - 
to wkiejft lay foftUfc* n^ too iWcgptibls hftuft 
tad ptetg** ** **& t^»bte4 fo* tie confct 
quence: I now fancied eve^y or e&ttirt around 
*» miifc b»*4faty*ftA my fiftoinftt pattMty. 
Uwir irataf&ja tbe <gre tf J^ijt Qfaaotf, «r 
am Jtarf !*-* V 

I read fwk kttwr a ftcwid tkrif ; alas! cwiy 
taitrd it coritaia'd, pierced mp tot th* foul ; while 
ia this ftat* of m&ry, a feovant w fent to 
knejv luaw 1 found myiclf> and to. know if Lady 
C&vlox& iigkt expcjft niy company in thodvaw* 
fegtroom j-ml endearoftrcd to conceal my tears, 
faying* I woald attend her Lacjyfhip in a fbf 
nittBte^-R-rWl^at cejuld 1 fey? how to anlfeef 
the kiwi enqniriea they* would naturally make, 
what ftory could I invent to account for my 
emotion* ? In this cruel perplexity, unable* to 
farm, any that appeared pkufibls, I flood ira* 
moveable,, d»eajdiag to go down \ yet confeious 
the longer 1 delayed it, the worfit it would be. 

How long I might have continued in thU 
filiation, Heaven kaoiv^j had I not been 
alarmed, by hearing fomebody tap gently at my 
door; I openM it, not doubting but it was ano- 
ther meflage from Lady Qfmond ; but thinly 

1 3 
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O I think, my dear Madam, what were my 
feelings on feeing his Lordfhip ; — my eyes were* 
red with weeping ; he took my hand, and with 
inexpreffible tendernefs implored me to tell him 
what had thus diftreft'd me. Lady Serwyu is 
111, ciyd 1 5 the letter was from my beloved 
friend. I was fhock'd at myfelf for thus utter- 
% ing a faifehood 5 but what conld I do, my dear 
Madam ? I was fenfible they knew how juftly 
dear Ike was to me, and that pretence appeared 
the beft I could poffibly make ufe of to account 
for what had pafs'd* 

Ah ! with what engaging, what frothing ex- 
preffions did he endcavdor to confote met har- 
ing faid this, I felt myfelf relieved 5 'twas toe 
probable for them to fufpeft 1 had deceived 
them 5 and if true, they could hot be furpnfed 
at my forrew. I fiiffer'd him to lead me to the 
drawing-room.— I was now compelled to repeat 
what I had told him 5 Lady Ofmond begg'd die 
not to indulge my apprehenfions ; faid the next 
jpoft might bring more pleafing intelligence* and 
to forth : but ill qualified to carry on a deceit, I 
made every effort in my power to regain my 
tranquillity, that my feelings on the fiibje& 
might be (pared; Lord Leinfter had walk'd 
•ut> to my inexpreffible joy ; Lord Ofmond, 
when he faw me tolerably compofedj followed 
him ; his abfence feem f d to take a load from my 
heart. I now endeavoured to talk on indiffe- 
rent fubjefts, fearing fhe might again renew 
that of Lady Selwyn. 

Can you, my beloved friend, pardon the de-v 
ception I was compelTd to make life of? if it is 
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pardonable, I am fore you wilL in pity to your 
poor mifcrablc Lucinda. As loon as with pro* 
pricty I could, I again retired— and then with 
more compofure than in my firft emotions I was 
capable of, took my weak heart to talk j I again 
read over your letter. Tmth obliges me to fay, 
I could not anfwer your queftions as I wiuYd ; 
— I fliudder'd as I read !— 1 felt I had promifed 
more than I could perform, when I faid i was 
determined to prefer Lord Leinfter to Lord 
Ofmond. — Ah ! little did I at that moment be- 
lieve, I fhould be ferioufly put to the trial, nor' 
did I then conceive I fhould find it an impofli- 
bility. 

At. your requeft I have made the fuppofition, 
that the former might perhaps be generous 
enough to overlook the nieannefs of my birth, 
my want of fbrtuhe, and offer me his hand ; — 
&1 1 think I could give it him without reluc- 
tance ?~- 1 ftarted at the tyre idea!— yet I 
efteem, I admire him, faid I ; he is engaging, 
and amiable beyond any man I have feen;-~ 
except Lord Ofmond, replied my refraftory 
heart. But why comparifons of this guilty na- 
ture ? Lord Ofmond can be nothing to me ; is 
he not the hufband of another?— Thus did I 
with all the calmnefs, all the compofure I could 
compiand argue the cafe :— The refult, my dear 
friend, was too clearly this;— I found Lord 
Oftnond- had made too deep an impreffion on, 
my weak heaf t to be eafily effaced •, but I fer- 
vently implored the afliftame of Heaven for 
that purpofc, determined it fhould be my fu- 
ture ftudy 5 and in compliance with your fenfi- 

1 4 
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fate* your friendly adwot^ vow'tl, mould Lord 
Ltipftcir actually declare himfidf my tore*, J 
toouM accept hai as. the gwteft proof I couk} 
pofflbly gi*e you of my Wcrity. 
. After having -fanned this wfclution, 97 
mild was more at etffe 5 I faw in-a propep light 
the unpardonable wepknefe J had been guilty o^ 
!» thus fcfieiiag my feoftifh heart to be {educed; 
and ihk (acrifice appeared to me the only atones 
meat I could make, by this voluntary pnn3Jb*> 
ottQt which 1 was determined to endure, ftteuid 
it be put ia my powers I felt myfelf in feme 
mcafiue xeifaored tamy mm eAeem* my pride* 
my feelings had been greatly mortified, by find* 
jngi b^d been, capable of Uich w ca knefr : they 
autre both gratifiedr by thfc effort* 

1 hayeero'd, faid I to myfelf; alas, I have 
greatly err^d !: but these is feme little meait in 
being fenfibJe of it : my beloved friend will not 
only pardon but applaud my fortitude $ yes> I 
ihall, by this facrisfice, regain her g ood opinion) 
fte has kindly pointed out the path I ought to 
fellow : I refign myfelf to her wiU $ on her 
judgement I may fofbiy depend* —my own has 
. fatally milled me-~-Happinefe I no locker ex- 
pe&V but I will endeavour to do my duty ; if 
Heaven enables me to fueceed, I cannot be 
wholly miferable. 

After making ^.thoqfand reflections of this 
nature, and as often fortifying my mind by 
reading your letter, I regaia'd a tolerable degree 
of compofure, and pleafed myfelf with the 
idea, thai. I could now meet Lord Ofinond 
without havrng-caafe to blufli for my emotion ! • 
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tty ftnfiltionsfar hfca, I flpfctorod myfelf ' wese 
changed; to. my. warmeft gratitude and eAecm* 
kc amA era* lpe iotMcd 5 even you, my amia* 
We* fx&ad, wouldttandemn me were I tard^fe 
hin* theft prao& ofc mf fenfihflity v tat ati othtfj* 
of a imwr tend*© n^tOT* j8»M fo 

Ihasdjuft bsoughi? my h$art to aoquiefcein this 
necefiasy apBoo y racnt,, when a, f^rvant came to 
inform rap fqgpcs wa* on the tafele:«the 
thoughts of mp> vofr, in regard to Lor^d ILeipfter^ 
who- 1 -knew was to l» profemt, again raifed a filw 
pafipkatiDns.; bat aaifi^aaby»Hoii»eaBGU3wrtaini 
at that jaonpanr, fao irauU ©»cr put cay fortitude 
to ftuftvore-atefti IXoongot th^betteirvf them, 
and went down tolerably cooapofe^. 

Lowb lifiurikr, I found to. my uafpjpakable 
fotiaJsySHttn, was not there; it' fiem& he hod 
fettt his aj»lp^:-^t^fl*reMwed me beyond ex* 
ptooffian * I -was now fatty perfiiaded I had no* v 
thfng to fea* ion, lUs atcauttit, ; and aqcu&d nm 
felf of vanity for ever hating fcppofcd it $ thin 
povftafion »ifetJ'n>5t fpfe&a* anil enabled me to 
eanmviit with ;my ufaai cofit : Ladyi Qfcv»»4 
tttkaved iq the khpdejfr tnaMftep; and expr%&d 
tho higbeA pteafqq* on fedbg mo fo chfc}BW| 
^fter^jO'ftWMEkJ iad received > ofcttgingiy &y» 
ing, (he hoped your next letter would mtindft 
remove my gDgre^^pnjg :-r-Lord Ofmond, 
too, faid fomething.to the fame purpofej but 
he ifcfcbot Jmk 9 or I fancy'd he was graver 
than ufual. Her Ladyihip, on the contrary, 
was more chearful, and in better fpiltts than 
X had^ feen her for fbme time; I avoided a$f 
looch as poffible meeting his eyes ; yet, 9eul& 
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not but obferve they were frequently fixM upon 
me, with an expreffion of tender melancholy ;— 
I imputed it, however to nothing more than the 
dejections I bad for fame days obferved him in 
with real concern $ and dad all I could to enli- 
ven the converfation 5. but my efforts were in 
vain: we parted early, and glad was I to be once 
more at liberty to indulge my reflections* 

This letter is already fo long, my dear Ma- 
dam, that I will conclude herey and* referve 

what I have farther to relate for my next : F 

am ieafible you will find much to blame me for,, 
m the confeffibn I have made of my weaknef9 ; 
but I truft my promife of amendment will in» 
fure your forgivenefs. 

Lady Ofinond has, I think, already received 
confiderabie benefit from the waters -, fhe, how- 
ever, is not fimfible of any change, at leaft fhe 
tells me fo ; but I think, were Are more anxi- 
ous for it, fh&cpuld not fail to be of my opi- 
nion. I 

Adieu, my dfareft friend; let. me hear from 
you, as foon as you can find a lcifure moment 
fr|Araore agreeable employments;- tell me, 
yc^||rdon the paft and approve my prefent 
cqp£Lufi; this will be the greateft happinefs, 
you "can confer 09 your 

, Ever affeftionate 

1 
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LET T E R XLVI. 
The Same to the Same. 



X WAS a good deal furprifed, my dear Ma- 
dam, to find Lord Ofmond did not appear at 
breakfaft the next morning. „ I had not courage 
to afk for him, yet feared he might be indifpok 
ed. I foon found, however, he was gone out. 
— I thought Lady Ofmond appeared in a great- 
er, hurry to have the tea things ifexrioved than 
ufual. I fancied flic had fome book fhe was 
impatient to read ; or fome new Work to begin, 
for thefe are her chief amufements 5 but I was 
(oon undeceived \ and to my forrow, found flie 
had matters of more importance to tranfaft.— 
The fervahts were fcarcelytwithdrawn, when 
flie drew her chair near me ; and, with a fmile 
that plainly told me {he hoped what fhe was 
going to fay would give me pleafure ; kindly 
took my hand : — " I am now, my amiable Lu- 
anda, (aid her ladyfhip, going to give you a 
proof that I am not void of penetration. You 1 
know, my dear girl, I declared from the firft 
day of our acquaintance with Lord Leinfterj 
that your charms had made a deep impreffion 
pn his heart."— Ah, my dear Madam 1 ! cried 1^ 
terrified at this preface, what is it you are go- 
iiig to tell . me ?— lr-« — " Have patience, mf 
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iove ; why all this flurry ?— I am going to telt 
you what I think might be exceedingly flatter- 
ing to any woman in the kingdom. I do not, 
by faying this, mean to infimtate that it ought 
to appear more fo to you ; believe me I do not. 
I know no one who by their merit can be bet-' 
ter entitled to makeiuch a eonqueft.— He loves 
yoiK^my amiable Lucinda ; he has empowered 
meunform you of it ; and has implored me to 
plead his caufe. He has declared to me that 
he has loved you from the firft moment he faw 
you. I was fenfible of it as himfelf ; nor can I 
believe you, my dear, could be ignorant of his* 
tender attachment.— I have with real pleaiure 
undertaken to be hi? advocate ; nor do I think 
it will require any extraordinary fhare of elo- 
quence to .perfuade you he is the worthieft of 
men i that he is hand fo me, accoropUfhed 1 , and 
of a very fupcrior underftandmg, you cannot 
but know — his rank — his fortune" 

Ah, I confefs h all, my dear Lady Oftnond * 
cried I ; he is indeed aU you have deferibed 
him \ \)\4x indeed, ipdeed I cannot — ~" Make 
no raih vows, my lovely. Jjiicinda j I will not 
fuppofe you weak enough to make a few years 
difference in age an objection,— You, 'tis true, 
are very young 5 but furely Lord J^emfter can- 
not be looked upon a* old \ he is under forty. 11 

I think not of his age, replied I \ I 4o him 
tvtry poflible juftice *, ne is— I acknowledge he 
Merits all, nay more than you. have faid. I felt 
roy felf greatly prejudifed in his favour the too** 
mept I ?aw him : a farther acquaintance hascjp* 
creafed my friendship and efteemj I am, Atf 
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eve* &a!l be, fctfereftedi Jn his bappmcfi*— but 
furery, farely t Ms doe* net- amount to— 

«* It afnounts to aft, my Lueinda, a girl of 
fenfc ought to defirej—andif, as I am perfuad- 
cd it is not, your heart » net pre-pon%fled ia 
Savour of another, thefe fe&thnents are all that 
are neeeflary to infure your feKcity." 

Ah, LadyOfinond, thought I— and is- it yon 
who would inculcate theft principles? can you 
talk of enjoying felicity on thefe eold, thefe un- 
impaffioned terms, at the very moment yon are 
a martyr to ftntimeftfs (b widery different, 

*« TeH me, my dear Luanda, continued her 
Ladyship, What am I to think of this filence * 
am I at liberty to- put- a favourable eenftru&ion 
upon it ? May I let hi* Lordftip know you 
will permit him to plead hk own caufe, and 
that my intereeffion was unneceflary ?" 

What can I lay, my dear Lady CMmcmcH— 
u Say,— replied fhe, interrupting me—- fay your 
heart is free from any other attachment, an_4 
theft I will take upon me to pronounce you- hare 
it in your power to be the happieft of women .** 

Her dwelling fo much on this circumftanee, 
though it Was, in her Lady£hip'» fituation ex- 
tremely natural, alarmed me;; I trembled left it 
fheuki proceed from another catt(e*-w-Yes,'.iny ; 
deateft ftkwd, I tremble fhe had difcover ed irry 
weaknefe, and therefore urged k fbe more for- 
cibly. This idea ihecked me beyond exprcR. 
fion :— bf what ether means than a eompHancq 
could I-remoye her fufpteions, if fhe really flit* 
entertain any ? — and, alas. 1 my- galky heart but 
ioo plainly told mt it was far mere thin proba* 
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ble.~l had alfo given you my promife nofcto re- 
fafe his hand, fhould k ever be in my offer. I 
had vowed to make this facrifice as a proof of 
my repentance for my involuntary crime ;*— yes* 
let me call it involuntary. 

Ol how earneftly did I at thafcruel moment, 
wifh I could with truth have afliired her, my 
heart vhu not prepoflefs'd in favour of another I 
this I could not do ; — yet toconfefs it was, that 
was impoffible. 

I had no alternative, and v?as compelled to 
fay, 1 would endeavour to teach my heart obe- 
dience to her will i— £he embraced me with the 
moft engaging tenderneis \ congratulated me on 
my good fortune, and declared nothing on earth 
could give her more fincere, more heart-feit 
pleafure, tjian the thoughts of foon feeing me 
as perfectly happy, as fhc , was well aflured T 
Should be, and highly merited. —-How very 
kind was this, my dear Mife Selwyn ! — Whether 
I am really to enjoy all this promifed felicity, 
Heaven only knows $ but I (hall . at leaft have 
*hu t pl*a{mg confolation, that I have followed 
the advice of thofe kind, thole indulgent friends 
who I am positively certain wifh I m«ty. ; 
. After fome mpre cqnverfation on the fubjett, 
and^having^given heriadyfhip permiffion to aft 
in the vtry important affair as fhe thought pro- 
per, | retired to my apartment, fo aftonifh'd at 
what had pafs'd, that it was fome time before I 
could pfnuade myfelf it was not a dream j— a 
few minutes, however, convinp'd me it was -a 
melancholy truth. — I now began. ferioufly to re- 
4e& on my fituatjon, and the promife I h«4 
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made. Had; I never feen Lord Ofmond, could 
I have given my hand to Lord Leinfter without 
reluttance ? was the queftion I aft'd my heart 
— I think if I may venture to depend upon it, 
in its agitated ftate, the anfwer k gave was 
fetisfaftory * it confefs'd his worth, that he was 
amiable and truly engaging ; of the generality 
of his fentiments, he had given inconteftable 
proofs in the choice he had made ; he knew 1 
was defticute of fortune, and believes me of 
mean birth :— whether to inform him immedi* 
ately that I was not fo greatly his inferior, was 
a queftion that puzzled me a good deal *, — my 
pride and vanity urged me to it j — yet I was 
much inclined to conceal it tilt after I became 
his, that $ might then give him an agreeable 
fiirprifc m return for his generofity, on over* 
looking that circumftance: this idea I found no 
kfs flattering than ihe^tther ; rather more fir 
indeed, {race in not revealing it, my own merit 
had the whole glory of the conqueft. 

Thus I argued the matter, my dear Madam, 
and atlaft fijt'd on the latter plan. -"Lord Lein- 
fter was to dine with u$ that very day; I wifli'd 
muchibr a ie%ite$ but Lady Ofmond was im-> 
patient, flte faid^ to make him happy.— As the 
hour drew nigh, all my courage faU'd me, and 
I began to repent my too haftily given content j 
I would have given worlds I had been- Ids preci- 
pitant ; but it way too late ? however I confoitf 
myfdf by reflecting, I had only f>romHfed to 
receive his vifks j— I had made none to accept 
hirofier!d hand >-^ia ipfee of all this, my pali* 
pitations returned with $m£vl violence i-~ I 
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wa* already dro&'d ;->-yct more than an 1 
weamotd bf focc that of our dining. — I ctnld 
neither read ©or work >— and my thoughts ftrted 
only to encpeafe my emotions ; I determined *G 
gp to the h*rpfichord* and try to compofc ray 
agUatcjd {pip-it* by harmony * Lady Qfinond had 
met y*t left her drc®ag-«>om :-«-! fat down. $ 
«' A*!4 R<ahfa G«*y, n toy by cbaneo on the defk * 
I bad np c^cd at thai motntm \^l play?d ife 
43d voluAtap$y accompany'd it with my uoioe : 
r^ffeo' n<H att*ndwg to the words, the phi*. 
Uv< air bad fiicfc an. egeftj that I felt my tears 
fealing dowfc niy checks* 

thad wot &t ten ttinute*, when turning abuser 
ip okUt to, <&a*ge fe lot fomething bmmx Kkety 
to produce tfee eflWk l wiQrtL j««%<* of niy 
ajfcmfore9t». qs finding Lord Ofinond ka*jng 
Wr tfefr bajpfc tf toy ohair ;— rJ flatted, and 
ifrtflj ^A'4 J th*U*»ftM few** deep for 
$p «W*£m foJBjrt Heavens \ my Lord; iowr 
yon frighted me I (aid I, looking very like a 
£90^ frw *J* ,ranfe*Nftfne&. of wb*fc aceafinn'd ■ 
xdj ewtfop*. : 

* H»PPJi'hPW^ Wift Qtfbarny faid bt> t*H 
king $$r togdi fluid looking: t cadcydp amne * bias 
*ft?y J«u* wjf l^v<AyrXdc«rind^ bfc*t«ifapfeme*« 
lj fiy #iiim my be the fetfcQ^tbr Wretch* 

, A*c tlfefii &*** then* nay Lwjd> which you 
qaWPtfei* 9bfow*ft#3fia*ajp«»f »of4iap>xtt|ft[ft 
-r»I ^%i^WerV-fer ^rut^ngi*:tha^eniiy^ 
ft*tft tf tkk mstW&Mtt attfl fur^j^ kearingtaneio« 
&% t9 ^ttttt I: ate m^nfivhliattii^oiln^ 
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tto&b ptoaounce fcknfctf waetehed, caa only 
add toi my diftrefs, 1 

I would now have left him, fearing the con«» 
vcrihtten aright bocosie too iiitercftiag for pqr 
peace, tatt he ft&hebl my hand* " Cauc^cruiel 
Luanda ! faid he 5 furely you may fpaue n»* 
ftw mpmanjsj-^yot, what ani I doing :i-*fbr- 
give me thos* moft aaoiabk of woman*, foggive 
me ! I know: not what I would alk > why; ihottld 
I detain you ?— *<Jo> and may ev«ry bletiing at* 
tend}oii^ v ' 

He: would harc* prefite my hand tp hi* bps* 
but as if vccolbclxng kkafelf, let it drop>> I 
took o**t my handkerchief to copeealmy sua. 
lions, and was going towards, the dowr>. who* he 
again, prevented me. 

** Lnxtnda* ftod ho, teHt mfl* has. I^ady Qfc 
ooond meatiWd Lord Leinfigita p*opoiaf to 

She has, my Laed^ 'replied I* fearee-able ta 
articulate thofe fitf* wwdfi^r^'WilLyau not deem 
me imperflifc-eiu, mgp g$ptie Lttsmda, if I w&h 
to knew- " £ 

O my Lord, cried t> jpare me, I befcech 
you, on a fubjeft which has. already given* me 
but too much pain •, Lord Lein&er does nans ho- 
nour ; I am (enfible. of his goodnefa j I km&w 
not what anfyer J fhould give him : but I will 
endeavotfr to a£V conformably ta the wifli of 
thofe friends who, I am fenfible are felicitous for 
ray faMP pincfe ; I aon pe^fuacktd your Lordfliip 
is oiflfat number, and I am grateful far k. 

« Then I am a; wretch indeed, cried he } Lu- 
qA<|a; my — " At that moment a fervant open'd 
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t$ie door to inform his Lordihip, Lord Lein- 
fter was in the drawing-room * I took that op- 
portunity, to flip away~»-and inftantly ran up to 
my room, terrified left I (houki not have time 
to compofe my fpirits fufficiently to appear at 
dinner. 

If 1 was miferable, my dear Madam, while 
I only fufpefted Lord Ofmond did not behold 
me with that indifference fo neceffary to his 
peace, think what I felt on being thus convinced 
of the fatal truth ! Alas ! I could no longer 
doubt it ; and confequently faw I had but one 
courfe to take,— Should I refiife my hand to 
Lord Leinfter, would it not look like encourag- 
ing a paffion I ought never to have known ? 
but knowing it, it was incumbent on on me to 
do every thing in power to check : his peace— 
my, own— »Lady Ofmond 9 s certainly demand the 
facrifice I am preparing to make.— She may 
recover— fhe may yet be fenfible of his worth 
—he may at length do juftke to her attractions : 
—and fhaH your Lucinda be a bar to this de- 
firtlWe event)— Forbid it Heaven !— -No — I be- 
came from that momdfct more and more con- 
firmed in my purpofe. • 

Lord Leinfter poflefles a thoufand amiable 

qualities, fatd I to myfelf \ he thinks 'tis in 

my power to make him happy ; — 'tis certainly 
in his to make any woman fo, wbofe affections 
are difengaged.— - I bluih to think mine are not 
— -»but thzyjbaU be fo — I trill conquer this cri- 
minal attachment ; and he (hall, with m^hand; 
if Heaven will kindly aid my. endeavours, ra 
ceive. my undivided, heart* . m^Sy' 
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With this refolutibn, I followed the fervant 
Who came to inform me dinner was ferved.— - 
They had taken their feats j I took mine next 
Lady Ofmond. 

" What have you been doing with yoorfelf 
all this morning, my dear Lucinda ? faid her -r 
Ladyihip, looking kindly on me j 111 lay my 
life you have been reading fome melancholy dit- 
ty ; I fee it by your eyes :— I will pofitively pro- 
hibit all fuch fubjefts for the future." 

I well knew this fpeech was uttered with no 
'other view than to apologize for the traces of 
borrow ftifl vifible on my countenance ; theugh, 
alas ! (he little guefled what was the principal 
caufe. ' 

No, upon my word, replied I 4 I have icarce 
looked in a book to-day. I had a bad head* 
ache, and went to the harpfichord by way of 
cure ; but happening to open fome very plain- 
tive fongs, I very foolifhly indulged myfelf with 
them, and found they produced a contrary d> 
fed.— Lord Leinfter, in the moft obliging man- N 
ner, exprefTed his concern.—-OLord Ofinqnd was 
filent :— -little, - indeed, was faid by any of us till 
the fervants were withdrawn; nor were we* 
even then, very lively j as you, my dear Ma* 
dam, may eafily conceive. 

Before we withdrew, a note was brought to 
Lord Ofmond j he read it 5 then* turning to 
LprdLeinfter, feid, *< Will your Lordihip ex- 
cufe flfe? this note fa from a friend of mine; 
juft arrived ; he willies to fee me immediately^ 
I jvill leave you to tfie case of the ladies."-~~^ 
«:JSp ceremony, I bcfeech you, my Lord, te> 
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pfcti l*»4 Loafer i you tap* 9* & tfce : 00m- 
pafly> ofi a£ erfec***, thf 919ft: ggrerabfe to «*>" 
^He. took hit tat, s*>4» giving 9K: % toofe which 
went inftantly to my heart, left the r+om.-*-} 
tint, perflated thfr *ota wfe* % n&W pWJteqco for 
'•*Me**k*g feta»ft& *f*& I w*s i*0#it<riy Oifcged 
♦o hho fot iu thwgb it* pi»ot>3tete,l\r ; ww go- 
vetoed hpfci* #w* fetfflporigs. 

Wc now wt 9* ta tfee driiwnrtreojB ; fyi* 
after coffee > IMy Ofootd <tefe*i i would <m* 
dftajtour *o cali w» mp ipirit*. by getag t» the 
T»tpficho*d:— ,my I**d jttittd ift th* ttqpcfti 
ami drffcri ay pcvovfieu to cbufa * feflfo fe< 
*». I groe it feed? 1 fits* it wotiJ* h*re|pii* 
2led me to fix on amy. — I had not qpite foii&r 
edit, wWah^ L*^i£fiOd to was gqing to 
fbtsh her work-bag, and left the rooafc-r^lW 
hadXuch an efikd upon me 9 knwtng this was 
alfo a< meat pretense*, that I no longer bm either 
notes, of even the keys of the iaftrument; yet 
continued playragy terrified at the thoughts, of 
quitting it, and abfotately gafping foe breath. 

His Lordflup, a few minutes after thfaj, pre* 
tended to. find one or two of the firings out of 
ttene, and begged me to let him' try if he could 
not remedy th^defea^-r This be had often doae 
for me before, as ne understands tuning it per* 
fcfiiy. On this occafion, however,, he ehofe to 
be ankwardi and broke them boih? then turn* 
ing to. me with a finite, faid, '* I have made a 
fad hand. of k, my dear Mtis ©fburn ; Mt the 
truth is, my ratad is at prefont too muck en- 
ga§*L on at raoreintereftinj fabje^ 
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My Lor3, cried I, ttdt fchwing Vfcrjr *rdl 
what to fay iiefct ; F-*i^-^-he 'took my hafftd* 
and leading me to a chair, {it <to*fa by *ae. 
— «? May I flatter myfelf, my lovely. Luanda* 
rhofe JWeet emotiom are fevburafote to my fond 
hopes 1— I love yon, my gemie, my amiable 
Mift Gfburh, with a paffioh fervefft as 4t 4s r6- 
fpe£tful :~rhe future happinefs t>f my life <fe*» 
pends upcm your ftriHes.^Yes, my changing 
Luanda, the firft moment I fa* y*ra, I felt 
this truth.--- Yet, dear as you *re to me, I trtflii 
you bffly 'to cbtiflde* ybtfr otohfehtty ; that *ill 
ever be mfinit^ dearer Xpint tjiah my btrm-w* 
If 4 am tfot fo foUtutiate as to he atte tb m$fre m 
5rcm With a -tfratual inditfariofr^tf your ifctofa*" 
ablfc 'heart VtfuTefe to bfe aBled to'ntmif, teU me fo 
freeiy^-Wh^tev^r jpt^m fo cruel a dtadaratito* 
may give W, % wifl fitaitly acquidfcfe ? nbr rai- 
der ntyfeff teft agrfcetftte to yop, by,perfever r - 
itfg iA <what may gtvte you tevUi xiitt mbmeiit'i 
paitt." 

BefietU m±* iitf fcord, repfied^.Tam-feo- 
trferofcty fcfiflbte bf the W^r '4^#fci]te| ftor 
lefs To of thfc 'generbtis, tfhfetrAbfeftm^Entt^s 
ybu We)ii{rwered/~ Jl^y teffpfe*, my e&feem 
cofcftl have kno*A ztF%*t&ik 9 flm> irtmduiaf 
mttft have added comldtfabiy to both :-*.lfcrt 
permit tnt to fty, I find tnyftlf dtccedtogty *t+ 

«ched to Lady Ofitibhd— J ain^appy ai&ttta* 
m Hi toy prefect 'firaatiba, tfor tvi* iiad a 
thought bit crhangtog it. 

* Are thtfe> toy getttl* lttcratf£ thfc bhtjr 
obftacfcsl hfcvfe to *eltt>^ 4 ?^^^efrite, rafir 
J^y fitrt, may* I Matter thy**; *I bfe ^roWr' 
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to you . thefe are of no weight, you win, with 
that candour, that amiable ingenubufnefs, for 
which I Jbave ever adored you, permit me to 
hope ?" 

Heayen knows what anfwer I made, my dear 
Mifs Selwyn ; but certain it is, when Lady Of- 
mond again. entered the room, (he found him in 
no humour to defpair.— I next, under fome 
^pretence 6t other, left it,, and flew to my apart- 
ment ; frightened to death when I cbnfidered 
the engagement I had entered into : for though 
I had lcarce an idea of what pafled, that is to 
fay, what / had faid on the tryipg occasion, 
'twas evident, by his Lord&ip's behaviour, lie 
was perfe&ly fatisfied with it. Fully convinced 
of this, I h,ad only to try, bv every means in 
my power, to reconcile, myfelt to my deftiny, 
— -I fctall my Lord's amiable qualities before me 
—his noble, his generous behaviour,; the di~ 
finterefted anxiety he had exprefled for my 
happinefs : — — to all thefe 1 did ample jus- 
tice* ■ > I next fought for my objections 
~-alas I ajas ! but one could I .find, after the 
moft diligent fearch : but that one, my dear 
friend !— ah^ it was too fubftantial, yet iucfar as 
Iblumed to name, even to myfelf.- — This 
one I again determined to conquer:-- my pridej, 
my honour, my virtue, my affeftion for my 
amiable friend demanded it of me. 

Having in a tolerable degree recovered m j* 
tranquility, t went down tp the drawing-room* 
taking my week in my hand ; jmy Lord advanc- 
ed, rcfpefifully taking it, prefied it with fijw 
-our toiiis lips, said led one to a chair nei* 
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Lady Ofmond's, feating himfelf on my other 
fide. — " My Lucihda, faid flic, fweetly finil- 
ing, has behaved lik6 herfelf. — I have been 
telling his Lordfliip, continued flie, he is the 
only man I am acquainted with I could have 
prevailed upon my (elf to pardon, for attempt* 
ing thus to rob me of my loved companion." 
— " But you do pardon me, I truft, Lady Of. 
mond ? faid my Lord ; you know I have pro- 
mifed all you could defirc, on condition you 
will ufe your influence with your lovely friend, 
to prevail upon her to fecond my attempt, that 
I may acconapiifli it as foon as poffible ; for I 
not only plead guilty as to the fraudulent inten- 
tion, but confefs I am impatient to put it in ex- 
ecution. . 

, What fay you, my adorable Lucinda, will 
you affift me in robbing Lady Qfmond P'—^ 
Why, my Lord, replied I, by what I can' find, 
if I am to judge by fome hints I have lately 
heard, her Ladyfliip appears to be in the con* 
fedcracy ; I fear flie is as willing to part with 
me as — " Tou are to leave her, faid her Lady- 
fliip, interrupting, kindly taking my hand; 
have I not guefled what you was going to add, 
my love ?" — N* 9 indeed, replied I, like a fimple- 

ton. « WeU, then I will guefs again." 

Dear Lady Oimond, how can you thus teaze 
one ? — " How, indeed ! faid Lord Leinfter : — 
lfct remember, my charming Lucinda, you have 
it in your power to be amply revenged ; tell 
her, if flie prefiimes to fay another word on the 
fubject, you willHUefi me with this dear hand 
on Monday next." 
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OHwcm! my Lord, what an ideals — . 
« 'Tisamoft delightful one, iA **jr frpH&ron, 
my fovely Ltcuida*-**-*-- However, tf. y<m think 
that too fevere, foppofe we h* it te/Ttifcfday 
tiiem"««^-Nay, *»yla*rd, yoa sere iiow jftfead 
as her Ladyflrip,--" Wed*e*fay> vbeAi^^ied 
he, ftiti hoidibg my&and. 

I vow, repfed I, yiu €f«i*c cttnfoimdrtae be- 
tween you :*-4 'really have idft *he thread «f 
mr daftourfe.^-But fai* I ai% /at leatt had no 
intaitrbn of chofiiig this fwbjoft, of aH tlthers, 
far iwtfie $**»fK>r rah i iwftv candeive h*w it was 
ftarted.***-** Becaufe* toy ,*ehaitlamg Lamaria* 
Aid his Jtorfiihip, 'tis the fub^a, ef all others, 
noft itftereiting m *t£ htsrtt>" 

Oh, my Lord, if that is the cafe, I mtaft 
Aardoa yritut* be liavc^ awfwejrd i.«*4Hm«t6Ver, 
hace Nfre have tabw AiUy di&triied it, fu £{K)fe we 
<;*li * new fcae, wrWhfck i may 4ifo bear a,ptfrt* 
for iicorfdTsl aoibynota^ii&j^nftrefs of *hSsv 
I iawe Chfdied kteh *hpn aity elber j dndjovna 
Ikfto not wiftt t© *ed^N9(e my fl^uuntafce to ytter 
Ldrdlhipv t*b -at ^refenfe *k*s *vc {he 4*(raaur 
& tfauik tfoJeRibty t)f 'ihy ^ndertte^drng* ' , 
, in this.ogreeaWe mmatmty itay beared ffieady 
kit 'cdhtiAUMKl to dhal t)M J»e Wk hi* 4tawr**-^«. 
Agreeably* £ fcaH it; ^tdfdck I Adtild deadly 
haire thought h> had tiot the ^aMftit idea, of 
LerdO&KJhdV&ieringt too ofewa obt*ftdttd 
iftftrif on rojp thtiaglnfttkni/ tb pverveoc myeixjd^ 
fogrii; teiiragpit, and a* I ^wtmdeavoQred ft* 

Wfflu v«- ' ' / 4 

Before Wltifoll^I^ 
his reipefts to me next itiomhig :^afas.l 
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things had now £one too for me to refufe it. — 
I did not fee Lord Ofmond that night; he 
flipped out.— — I now dreaded meeting him, 
more than I had ever wiSied it in my #le ; not 
that he had any thing to reproach me withy 
but I could not bear the thoughts of feeing 
hurf%aiferable$ which 1 had too much reafon 
to fear he would %e^ when informed of what 
had paflsd.— My own I was determined to 
hear as I otfght : -I looked upon my fufferirig$ as 
a juft puhiftunent for -my folly, in not more 
watchfotty guarding n*y weak heart againft his 

attraftions. He -had, perhaps, though I 

nowiipared in irtun, tried more efforts than I 

had done; *- 1 pitied 'htm — I felt the moff 

tender iCOnapaffion for J hfm 5 and h* affuring him 
of ot^oiJkl;have reftoted his pe^ce, moft gladly 
would 1 'have dome 4t. 

Whether Lady {Mmfehd had too much ex- 
haufted her fpirits, which are, in general, ex- 
tremcly weak* i know not 5 but I fear pie had, 
fcr flie (found 'hetfetf-fe radifferent the ne$t 
mornings -that flke could not come down to 
hreakfift/^l'trenibkd at.thieithoughts of meet- 
rog J-ord dftrfond.aioiie^anA begged flie would 
pprmk/nie'to ma^ke tea for her Inkier d"ref§ng- 
xoom : ihe^haiiked me .for my attention, and 
dffiredil w«uld.-^Twas a relief to my jjeart, — 
I flattered my fetf hewoilld probably [ty as well 
jilea&d to avoid «ie, and perhaps go out imme- 
diately »altet breakfaft -for that purpofe : — moft * 
lincerely djtf I wiih it. 

Wheathfi tea things were removed, i offered* 
to read a while, in order to amufe her \ but (lie 

Vot. IL K 
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declined it, begging I would not confine my- 
fclf, as flie had a fevere head-ache, and meant 
to lye down again for an hour or lino* I left 
Eer, and was agoing to my own rooi&f.when I 
met his Lordfhip in that 1 was obliged *o pafs 
through. — " Oh Lucinda 1 cried he, with, looks 
of anxious tendexnels, tell me— yet I dread to 
hear . it— tell me what anfwer you iiave given 
Lord Leinftcr." Such a -one, my Lord, replied 
I, asl knew all my friends wifhed mc to give » 
and I truft I jnay venture to rank your Lordfhip 
in that number. xi You have promifed him 
your hand then, Lucinda ?" 

I believe, my Lord, he looks upon *hat paflcd 
yefterday as equivalent to iuch a promife.—- 
•« It is well, faid he ? in the moft violent emo- 
tion— I now know the worft."— Why fhofc un- 
kind looks,' my Lord, .cried I* — how bistre I of- 
fended you ? — " Do not thus trifle with my 
tortured heart, replied he, taking both my 
hands in his, and gazing on me ; Lucinda, you 
cannot but know you pronounced my death, 
when you made that fatal promifqx- -circum- 
ftanced as I unhappily am, could I with pro- 
priety be more explicit ? — My refpeft for, your 
virtues—- my veneration— has till now feated up 
my Ups on a fubjeft my curfed fituation forbid 
me to open them on ; yet you could not be ig- 
norant I^dored you. O my gentle, my darling 
Lucinda T, had you but felt for" the wretched 
Ofmond a thousandth part of that teaderbeis, 
unfpeakable affeflion your charms haired him 
with the firfl; moment he beheld you,, you would 
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not have thus driven him to madnefs by this 
prec/pitate engagement ! 

Ah ! my Lord, aik your own heart iff cm with 
propriety liften to a converfation of this nature? 
■ — -Alas ! you know not that of the unfortu- 
nate Lucinda, if you think Ihe would not lay 
down her life to promote the happinefs of her 
generous friend, a friend to whom (he is under 
fuck infinite obligations ! And let me add, my 
Lord, it is perhaps more with a view to your 
Lordihip'* happinefs than my own, that I have 
given the promife you thus unkindly condemn. 
I will not pretend to be blind to ybur flattering 
partiality ;— no, my Lord, I will not be fo dis- 
ingenuous* but ought I to have encouraged it? 
— Was I not bound by every tie of honour, of 
virtue, of ^gratitude, of regard to your peace 
and nyr own, to aft a contrary part ? — Surely, 

furely you tnuft confefs I was. Yes, my 

Lord, your ideas of propriety, I am perfuaded, 
are too juft to deny it. Do not, however, be- 
lieve ttyjprfacrifice 1 am going to make requires 
no effort. Alas ! I feel it will require all my 
flock o£ fortitude to accomplish.}- but I. fee 
it asj^fy cjpty. This refle&i<pn fliall animate 
me, and,, Itruft, enable me to conquer/. L$ 
die poor weak Lucinda, my Lord, havie; the 

glory of letting you an example turn your 

thoughts from her, to an objeft every way in- 
iinitely her fuperior; force ypxix heart to dp 
juftke to Lady Oftnpnd's charms j £he is wor- 
thy yourtcitdertft, attachmlnt, and is difpofe4 
to return it .j^-h^r health may.yqtbe reftjorecl, if 
her peace of 'wind was fo ',.,., 
K 2 
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w N0h thtiu angelic creature ! :cried hfe-thou 
lovely moralift! — with what delight cobldl'for 
fever fifteti to that; enchanting tongue ! Co on, 
my beloved Luanda, and by thy perfuafive elo- 
cju&ice ibothe my diftrafted heart. Teli-me 
again I am hot -abfolutdy hateful to you ; and 
thlt if fortune had placed no truel "bar tettreen 
avybtf'--^**- 

Sttip, my Lord, nor urge tny *ftaknefs fer- 
thfcr. I have, perhaps, avowed too much al- 
ready, ilitt trie only repeat, I Khali ever be 
deeply iaterefted inyourhappinefs, and that of 
3Lady Ofirfond's. 

Tl How begged he would faffcr vac to retire. 
.«* l One word more, my gentle, my angelic Lu- 
anda! crfed he, before you leafce me todef- 
pair and wifctchedaefs— Is the day fixed on 
which I am to be deprived of -every poffible 
hefpe of happinefs ? 

I ought net to underftand this language, m^ 
Lord, replied I; yet I will anfwer you, it is 
not ; nor have I any defign to be in fo- great a 

htrrry. ** A thoufand thanks to my angel 

for this condefcending kindnefs:" and he 

prefled my hand with fervour to hisBps, in 
jpite of all my efforts to prevent Urn. 

« Dare I* encroach a fittle farther on my Lu- 
anda's goodnefs?" — Indeed, my Lord, you 
greatly cliftrefs me! cried I;—— why will you 
thus torment both yourielf and me ? 

« One word mofe, and I have done for ever, 
•faid he;— do you, *my beft beloved, think jou 
can be happy— happy as your Ofmond wi&es 
you, with this envied man i thia"^— — 

Digitized by GoOgle 



A NOVEL. 197 

I do, my Lord — He fighed deeply 5 and again 
preffing my hand, faid, <c Then thej^-fated 
Ofmond cannot be abfolutely miferaple. Fare- 
well ; — fhft is the laft trouble he wilt ever prc- 
fume to give you."-— He turned from me, and I 
inftanlly reft the room. 

'Thus, my dear Madam, I have given you a 
particular account of my prefent fituation. — — • 
Lord }*»{&* is hpitt every, day* and Bhave 
every dfcy greater rqafoit: to- applaud nayfeif for 
endeavouring to do juftice to his merit* Time, 
I troft, will fully reooneik mi ta my fete, and 
alfo rcftor* the too amiable Loud Oftnond's 
mind to peace. 

I am impatient for the happihefs of hearing 
front yeu, as I flatter myfetf you wSl, upon fh* 
whole* approve my conduft, though I feel I 
have in many inftances been guilty qi a weak r 
nefi no»goodntfs but your own might poJfibly 
think pardonable; 

Pcfleyr m evcfryQijr'i, 

LIICIND A- 

P. S. Lady Ofmond, I am forry to, fay, ha? 
not for feme days beer* quite fo well as fhe was 
a week ago. I fear my affairs have too much 
flurried her fpirit* • 

*3 
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LETTER XLVIL 

Mils Sblwtn to Lucind-a Osburhv 

l\ O, my deareft Lucinda, there is no part of 
your conduct I condemn \ you- have behaved 
like the good girl I ever thought you ; there 
may be thofe who might perhaps be inclined to 
think you fhould not have given Lord Ofinond 
leave to imagine he was not indifferent to you.; 
*— but I am not one 6§ the number, if you have 
been a tittle guilty in that particular, I blame 
not your heart ; 'tis at moA but an error ia 
judgment, and who can fay they never err*d I 
if one finch can be found, let her have the me* 
rit of finding you guilty ; I envy her not the 
difcovery : Yes, my dear Lucinda, you will be 
happy, you deferve to be fo j you will Conquer 
your unfortunate attachment to Lord Ofinond; 
and not only be reconciled to your fate, my dear 
girl, but find every hour more caufe to pro- 
nounce it an enviable one. 

I am charmed beyond expreffion with Lord 
Leinfter's fentiments $ they are noWe, delicate, 
and refined ; with a mind like his, any woman 
on earth muft enjoy as great a fhare of felicity, 
as we poor mortals have a right to expert : that 
he adores you, you cannot poffibly doubt ; yet 
how generous to declare, he fo far preferred - 
your happinefs to his' own, that if kc could *6t 
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infpire you with a mutual return of affeftion, 
he would forego ail hope* of happmefs rather 
than gi*e you a rriojitent Vpain ! How very few 
avsn arc*apaWe of afting with fo much delica-r 
-cy i By the tckiduft of the generality of the 
creatures, do we not plainly fee, 'tis lelf-love 
that wholly governs in this bufmefe ? they fet 
their iilly hearts upon a woman, fancy they 
cannot cxift without'' her j andtho' convinced 
ihe does not care a pinch of fritiff for them, 
»ay> perhaps detefts, and 'declares her mifery 
jni^ bcvthe confequenoe of an alliance, yet he 
marries her. Can he have any other point m 

ybew than, his own gratification ? Surely he 

cannot} yet, this they would perfuade us is 
Love: Love it may be, my dear Luanda, but 
I infift upon it, 'tis merely love of Teif. Lord 
Leinfter, wiflies to promote your bappinefs ; hi 
ibdoing, he hopes to iafure his own :~I am 
perfuaded it will in every refpeft fully anfwer 
his generous purpoie. 

I pky Lord Ofmond,— fineerely phy him ; 
if, as you bdicve, intereft had no fway in his 
compliance with a father's will : did I realty 
conceive h» fenfe of duty and obedience alone 
induced him to give your charming i friend his 
hand 9 hexleferves my companion $ yet having 
made the facrifice, let me add, he would be 
fkill better intitled to it, did he fubmit to his 
fate' with] more fortitude; he ought to haVc 
forefeecr what has actually Happened, and fteeled 
his heart agaiift*the power of any other attrac- 
tions :— -However, I do- not retraft; I pity him, 
ipcioib; and very fineerely hope, both for 
. K 4 
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your peace of mind, and his own, that he will 

fet the better of it \ — —nay, I dcfpmx not of 
is yet doing juftice to Lady Oimond, could he 
but conquer her's: time may do much, and 
grief the moft intenfe mitft yield to that ; how- 
ever fee may at prefent wifh to cbertfh h, the 
force of it will infallibly decreafe * were it notlb* 
life would be a burden infcpfmtablc ; for who 
is there that lives* and meets not. with fome 
caufe of forrow?~- «, Ma? it, born to trouble* 
as the fparks fly upwards"— fey* fcmeb«dy~t-"+ 
who t forget y but every day's experience proves 
it a ft& 

You will pardon- me, I peefeme, fcr having 
rejoiced the heart of your worthy friend Mr 
Peters^ with* the account ef your pce&m happy 
fituation * I need hardly tell youi what pkifiire 
it gave him ^1 afked» what he, thought fame* 
gard to concealing your birth till after thfecst 
remony **-he paufed, as rather, doubtful* but 
at laft faid, he few no impropriety m it i and* 
as you wifhed to have it fe> cotild find no rea- 
sonable objeftion v for my own part, I aoackadr 
of your opinion * 'twill be anagnaeabte fiirprm 
/Aw ; and in the mean timet you hawe the 
ftrongeft proofs imaginable, that *tia jourfelf> 
independent of atf other eonfiderarions^ he 
adores. 

I take it heinoufly 31, my dean> that yov 
have not even hinted at a wi(h, that I fhouldbe 
prefent when his Lordftup receives your kly 
hand \ I think I have » right to look upon: my*- 
felf as heft imitled to beftow it oir hit* :— yet, 
1 believe, a man muft execute that office i-^- 
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one of jmxt bride's»tnaids then I ~r~- of «hb yon 
mighty methinks, have made an offcr;*~haw>> 
ever, though you have not thought proper to 
pay me the compliment, I mean to occupy the 
impottant place; fo let me know yoor dajr, nor 
let it be a diftant one; that would he ridwi*- 
lons :— rl am ferious Luanda^ my aiothec has, 
not only given me permtffi*n* hni laid her com- 
mands upon me :— I muft obey of contfe, yon. 
kooiv, the' k can give me no tort of pleasure ; 
-^O, none in the world !— Otur poordifcanfia* . 
late Hairy fc* off a few days ago foe Iceland; 
he has an eftatc there, a pretty confiderabk. 
one left him by an aunt :— his^prcfence was.not 
absolutely neceflary at this particular time ; hut 
we.«ndfia<vouced tx> perfuade him to the contcaK 
ty> in hopes abfence and fidtt. water might wook 
his pure. Never did this fame Love perforav 
a<greater micade than it has wrought? aft him;, 
he is not *be fame cueaturc : could yonhanoer 
fptuad in ym*r heart ao take him, 1 hefceae: int. 
my confcieooe he would' hare ftitnecL out a >pea> 
fe4fcpgsfcwrn fof ail manned i»cn»^-^ui kxan^. 
be helped* and what can't 'be cuned, mitft be 

endured, you know, my dear. 1 flatter my- 

felf he may meet with fome fair Hibernian, 
whofe charms will efface your image from his 
heart, and place her own in its ftead. 

I am forry to hear Lady Ofmond is not fo 
well as fhe has been ; very forry, on more ac- 
counts than one. Don't be filly, however, 

ijicinda — you underftand me— Lord Ofmond I 
arfioat^rive- will be fo, if not worfe than filly 
•- rl wou& dBt have hu thoughts and wijbes to - 
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anfwer for, for a trifle I truft 'tis merely as 

you fay, the flurry your affairs have throws her 
into 5 this fhe will foon get over, and ail— -y*r, 
ali, I flatter myfelf, will yet be well. 

. Adieu, my good girl, ray beloved pujfR ; I 
defire you will never forget my juft claim to give 
you that appellation : I expe£t to ftand very 
high in Lord Leinfter's good graces on that ac- 
count, as a well as thou&ud others, I give you 
my word j lb prepare him to give me a gracious 
. reception :— I iball take it very ill if he does not, 
on bended knee, kift my fair hand ; at the fame 
time private!} giving k a gentle fqueeze.— Fare- 
well. 

A»propos»— it may not be amifs to ^ive Lord 
and Lady Ofmond a hint of the honour I in- 
tend them, for I ferioufly mean to be with you. 
—Ten to one, however, if the affair will be 
finally fettled fit Bath; perhaps they may whiik 
you away to London.-— Let me know that cir-. 
cumftance; 'twill make no difference to me* 
for at prefent I am determined to be with you* 
go where you will.— And (o once more, as I 
was faying, farewell 5— Heave* bfcfs you. 

S. Selwtn. 
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LETTER XL VIII. 

LuCINDA OsBURN tO Mifs SeLWTN. 



Wi 



H A T a delightful, what a charming let- 
ter!— Ah, my beft beloved friend, you have 
quite overcome my fpirlts by your kindriefs ; 
you have indeed.— Lively, agreeable, and high- 
ly entertaining as it is, I frept over it 5 I could 
not read the dear contents without tears ; but 
they were, tears of pleafure. Never was I hap- 
pier in my life than at the moment they fell from 
my cyefr, and almoft put it out of my power to 
read your fweet expreilions of tender affe&ion. 
—Yes, my dear, my amiable friend, Lord 
Lemfter fhall kifs your fair hand pn his bended 
knee^ nor wHi I'be jealous of the private fqaeezeJ 
He is prepared to love the tutor, the generous 1 
protestor of his grateful Lucirida; — He is pre- 
pared to receive you as the moft worthy, the r 
moil agreeable of your fex. And will you then* 
indeed honour, will you compleat my felicity - 
by your dear prefence ?— Oh, how infinitely* 
kind is this !— *You chide me for not alking this 
uAfpeakable favour: could I afk it-i-coutd I 
flatter myfelf, well as I knew you loved me," 
you will take fo long a journey to gratify my 
wfflkes ?-■— I could not — but I find even 1 knew 
not all your goodnefs.' 



% 
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Lord and Lady Ofmond are delighted with the 
opportunity this will give them of being iotro* 
duced to a perfon they have long had the high-* 
eft efteem lor. 

Tour conje£hire is right :— my important a£- 
fairs- ah, Heaven 1 how very important! are 

not to be finally concluded here. Lady OC 

mond has given the waters a fair trial; they 
have certainly been of fome littlp (ervicc to her, 
at lead 'twas thought fo at firft $ but they n» 
longer appear to agree with her:— ibe is tired 
of the piace s an d longs much to be at home,— 
However, as many things .are thougjtfnccefliry 
lor the approaching tvtnt y which cannot .be fo 
tonvenierttfy procured either her* or .at her feat 
ip thq country, fhe h*& kindly propofed fping 
firft to London j and when the drtpdei day is 
QVer, vfe are all to accompany her lady&ip to 
Ofmond Lodge. 

Do not chide me for the above e*prcfl}on # my 
feelovea friend •, fiirely, furcly, it nw*ft to every 
mortal \x a raoft tretnendousday I— <but, having 
your prefence to fupport me through it, I truft 
I {hall fntfrrt it as I ought.— Lord Leinfier 
$very hour gains upon my affeAions > he is— he 
JbaUkftiU more dear to my heart-he is worthy 
«f «U my tendered*. —A figjx will at fe rn mwmx 
fOardedmosaen^efc^peuEke.— Alas! can Z, un- 
moved, behold the moft engaging, the moft 
deftrvb£4f mena prey to defpair and wretch* 
edneft !— tmpoffibk !— Even Lord Otfmand, 4UL 
he know the fatal caufc, I am fure would par- 
don me.*— I but too often <idd his'ftreet expr*£> 
five eyes intently gazing on me, yet not wifhiqg 
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to meet mine.*- Ah, how amiable, how delicate 
has been his whole condu ft from the moment 
he knew my hand was promifed to another— 
Let me confefs I had ferae little regard to his 
peace of .mind, when I was prevailed Upon to 
name an early day. I pleafed myfelf with the 
thought, that, when deprived of every poflible 
hope he weukt more eafily regain his loft tran- 
quillity. His behaviour on this trying occasion 
merits this proof of my attention. — Alas ! what 
would I not facrifke for that wifhed event ! 

We talk of leaving Bath in a few days.—^ 
Lord Letnfter's impatience to call me his, has 
induced him to fend OFdens already for a thou- 
(and tilings to he got ready whh all poffiWe expe- 
dition ;-Haaw carriage, new jcwck, new liveries ! 
-~Ob» my» dear, dear friend, can I look for- 
ward to all thefe preparations without emotions ? 
*~ Would to Heaven 1 could fey with truth they 
were aP free from pain I 

Lady Ofmond is rather, better within thefe 
few days :~ flue kindly endeavours -to afiume a' 
cfeeaxfaloefs to which, I too well know, her 
heart has long heen a itaanger.-*— I often think, 
my dear Mtfs Sehrya, nothing but her mftmifbing 
indMBvence for themoft engaging of men, could 
have peewenjbed her for feeing his unfortunate- 
patriality, for ysur poor Lurinda~-4kir«3y fee 
conldinoc ham been bttnd to it, had he been 
dear to her. 1 fctnetiases tremble left Lord* 
LeinAer Ifcould difcover what it istfb e&ntrafly 
nedtf&ry to fys peace* he fhould be ignorant 

of ;— 4 mean not my attachments Ah, Hea-. 

yea forbid ! yul think loch is the generofity, 
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the candour of hb heart! he would rather pity 
than condemn, t* doubt not but time and his 
engaging afliduities will enable me to conquer 
mine but I mean that of Lord Ofmond. 

I may then expeft the unfpeakable joy of fee- 
ing the loved friend of my heart ? — What 
tranfporting emotions will that heart be filled 
•with at that moment ! — In left than a fortnight ! 
—good Heavens ! -can it be f — they have deter- 
mined that, before this fhort period is over, 

your poor Luanda (hall be Lady Leipfter. 

Why fhould I wifli to delay it ?- Alas I if k nraft 
be, let me endeavour to yield to their entrea- 
ties with a good gracti.— Oh, why cannot my 
weak heart cbnfent to their defire with lefs re- 
lu&ance !-- -could I but fee poor Lord Ofmond 
happy, as I wtfh him, I think it would feel- 
none. 

Thank my worthy friend Mr. Peters for fe 
kindly partaking in my felicity \ affure him of 
my gratitude and cfteem -~I am pleafed he does 
not difapprove of what I propofed.— I promife 
myfclf much pleafure from the furprize I have 
in referve for my kind friends here ; but, above 
all, for Lord Leinfter, generous and noble* 
minded as he is.-— I think the diicovery that he 
has not fo very far degraded himielf as he now 
imagines, muft give him pleafiirc.-i own I en- 
joy the idea— it gratifies my vanity- my pride— 
for I have a little of both ;-*who is without a 
certain portion ?- — nay, ought one to wifh it? 

-I think not. Vanity, indeed, might be dif- 

penfed with; but there lb a fpecies of pride 
which muft be. efteemed laudable; and you may 
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before, my beloved friend, your Luanda takes 
her's to be of that nature. ** 

I muft now bid yon adieu ; xny time is no 
longer quite fo much my own as formerly :— 
Lord Leinfter claims a fhare of it ;— and indeed, 
he is not always difpofed to be pl&fed with the 
divisions I make.— I have only on thofe dccafions, 
however, to tell him I am going to write to Mifs • 
Selwyn, and he fubmits with a grace that never 
fails to b£ rewarded with a fmile— a reward he 
kindly lets the higjieft value on. 

Once more adieu ;— the moment I get to that 
tremendous London, you fhall hear from me : and 
'tis but too probable I ihall then alfo be able to 
tell you on what day I am to undergo my ap- 
proaching and amazing transformation. Hea- f 
vens, what a change!— my heart, however,* be 
affiired, is incapable of any in regard to you— 
not fo, I trufti in regard to fome others. 

Your*s ever, 

L. Osburn. 
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LETTER XLI5> 
The Same, to the Sams. 

W £ arrived in this, to me, aftontihkig toons 
two days ago, my deareft friends— Little a* I 
liave yet ften ef k,. I maf truly fay it hs* afto- 
aiflied roc: — but '« ncodlefs to 4weU longer 
tn a (iibjcA fi> veiy trifling as my (ply funprife. 
Mote important matters wholly angioA my 
thomghtsia* pr«feot. —*Dq not fancy 4. lqtofc upon 
aanjua^nakei* and milliners in. thia* light, 
however* th,cy only cagrofs my i/«p*, my 
thoughts ate fiur ochecwiie employed tbajs on. 
them : — I let them pleafe themfelvcs ; of courfe 
I am in a fair way ip he well provided with the 
various articles they deal in* — Lady Ofmond, 
though but Uttlf able to go through the fatigue 
of it, has obligingly undertaken to give orders 
about every thing of that nature. — Lord Leinf- 
ter is perpetually making fome elegant .purchafe 

' or another for me.— Such is likely to be the 
profufipn of finery they are preparing for me, 
that | am frequently compelled to put them in 
mind I am not immortul % and confequently have 

{ no chances of ever finding ufe for one half of 
them.— -His Lordfihip, on thefc occafions, only 
fmiles, preffes my.hand to his hearty and gene* 
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rally produced feme new and expenfive trinket, 
in ftead of taking my fenfible hint. 

Ob, that I could tell yon Lord Ofmond bad 
acquired a greater degree of tranquillity than 
when I laft mentioned him! — this Meffing is 
altine wanting in my felicity :— at teaft I tftmk f 
could I bit fee him more refigned* I could look 
forward . with tolerable chearfulnefs : — but bis 
dejection, hfe melancholy, the tender expref- 
fion of hopeicft love, fo vifibie In his counte- 
tidttce; piem* my very foul, — I hate carefully 
flmn-d' every decafien of meeting him attmcr* 
Indeed bra ideas of propriety, of cfeKcacy are 
ftrcfr, that I am perfuaded he wifhes. it not. I 
boped, for both our fakes, he would have made 
fome pretence for quitting* Loadbn— Oh, that 
tbe thought may yet occur to him, my dear 
Mtft Mwyal ;it would be the greateft relief my 
agitated mind could meet with :— for me to pro* 
pofc fucha thing is utterly impoffible. 

This is Wednefday, my beloved friend ; you 
will receive this letter on Saturday : — tbe Friday 
following they have fixed on for making me, (as 
they think, and I am. certain wifh to be) the 
happieft of women.— Heaven grant it may be 
fo 1— you, I am fure, wift fay Amen.— I truft 
you are prepared for your journey \ and, on re* 
ceipt of this, will kindly let off for London.— 
Ob, with whafc)oy will your Lucinda prefs to 
her affe&ionate, her grateful heart, the friend 
fo juftly dear to it ! Lord Leinfter too is fcarce 
lefs inpatient, for your arrival than bis agitated 
Lucinda. 
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Pray, prcfcnt my. Bed refpe&s to dear Lady 
Selwyn, and tell her, fhe has, in permitting 
you to honour jme with. your loved prefence on 
this occafion, conferred an obligation on me far 
greater than I can find words to exprefs ; — I 
can only fay, I (hall, to the laft hour of my 
life, retain a proper fenfe of her Lady (hip's 
condefcending goodnefs* 

I am fcut for to try on fome of my new 
deaths— half a hundred people are now waiting 
for me— perhaps envying my. felicity.— Ah, 
could they but read what pafies in my heart- 
but, adieu j I am again fummoned to attend the 
important bufinefs : in a few days I hope for the 
joy of telline my beft friend in perlbn how af- 
fectionately Jam her . 

t»..OsBVRN» 
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LETTER L. 
Mifs Selwtn to Lady Selwy**. 

I Arrived here/ my deareft Madam, about two 
hours ago, after a pleafant journey, m perfeft 
health and fpirlts.—I would not delay telling 
you fo till next poft ; and, at this goes out in 
half an hour, can do little more than tell you : 
—my next {hall be as minute as you can poflU 
bly defire : in the mean time I will juft fay, our 
lovely Luanda had very near played the fool, 
and fainted in my arms, a* I clafped .her with 
real fbndnefs in them—Dear creature— never 
mortal poflcfled fo affectionate, fo tender a 
heart. She looks more lovely than ever : and 
no wonder ; if the utmoft elegance of drefs ca* 
add to her native charms*) and I. am by no 
means convinced it cannot ; let poets fay what 
they will of beauty unadorned being moft beau* 
tifuh— Had not Lord Ofmond been prefent, % 
fhould certainly 'have pronounced Lord Leinfter 
the moft graceful, the fineft figure of a man I 
ever faw in my life j his countenance manly, 
expreffive, and engaging. This Is pretty welt 
for a firft fketch \ I am pofitive I (hall fay more 
on a farther acquaintance. 

Lord Ofmond is— I have not time— no, nor 
half the time to defcribe him :— 'tis not merely 
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his elegant perfon, his uncommonly fine face, 
his eyes, his teeth, his hair — yet they are all 
,fuch, as I fear no woman on earth, except the 
identical one Fate has united bin) to, could be- 
hold with indifference : bat 'tis his manner ; 
the tone of his voice, when he addreffes one ; 
the intorefting languor that appears in thftfe eyes 
I was talking of, which renders him an objeft 
beyond all poffible expreffion \—bvefy, I w%s 
going t0 fay, were it bo* wither too feminine ; 
ttarmng then, let be> TJet I repeat, had I not 
tan him* I think I eeuli haitHy hanre conceiv- 
ed a more engaging figure tban:Lord Lcinfter; 
the difference of their Age » a trifle ; they fay 
hi* LordAip b not quite forty; he does- not, 
I thinks took to be near it : but, admit he were, 
what is forty for a man ?—— I wifh you 
could fee with what amiable tendernefe he treats 
toy Lucinda ; you t I am pofitive, would giye 
£im the preference. And, after all, I am not 
quite certain I do him juftice in not doing it 
myfelf. 

Lady Ofrnosd, not doubt, hat bum % lovely 
woman ;. her feature* are beautiful * her teeth 
beyond any thing of the kind I ever few; her 
perfon exceedingly fine ; but, my dear mother, 
fhe is dying —^abfohttcly in the laft fiage of 
a consumption, or I am more miftakea than 
ever I was in my life. Not for worlds would I 
now fay this to our dear Lucinda ; no, not for 
worlds \ but I am pofitive I am right : though I 
have not been above an hour in her company, 
I difcovered a thoufand fymptoms, too ftroogly 
marked to admit a doubt of it. 
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Good Heaven ! fliould Lord Ofmond be foon 
at liberty, what have we not to fear for the 
peace of our poor dear girl ! Oh,, moft fer- 
vently do I pray I may be deceived 1 the very 
thoughts of her death diftrads me ! Should it 

foon happen hut let me not fink my fpirits 

by thinking of it. 

On Friday next I accompany the dear crea- 
ture to the altar this is Wednefday. Pray 

for her, my dear Madam ; pray, that with her 
hand flie. may be enabled tobeftowher undi- 
vided heart on the man who adores her, and 

who has proved himfetf worthy to pofiefs boll* 

- ■ -'Adieu i believe me, 

Your ever aflecYionate daughter, 
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LETTER U. 
T^e Same to the Same, 

JlJ. E A V E N and earth 4 what an aftonifliing 

event ! No, never, never, my dear mother, 

Jbali I be aUe to relate it as I wHh 'tis im- 

poffible 1 am all confufion— — loft, abfo- 

lutely loft in amazernenH Prepare to hear 

the moft extraordinary ftory that ever furely 
happened to mortal. 

On Friday, that k yefterday, I Tofe early, 
that J might attend at my lovely Luanda's toi- 
let * well knowing (he would be too much flur- 
ried, to be able to diftinguiOi a cap from a gown. 
I faid and did every thing I could poffibly think 
of to keep up her fpirits. I forgot to tell you, 
and 'tis no wonder, that Lord Ofmond left 
London on Wednefday, on hufinefs of impor- 
tance, as he faid j but I impute it to a more 
.tender, a more delicate motive, and honour 
him for it. I am not certain whether he 
tgok a particular leave of poor Lucinda; or 
not $ I rather fancy he did, as I fou4V her in 
tears, foon after he was gone ; but judged it 
wifeft not to let her imagine what had occafion- 
ed them, as I wifhed not to indulge her in 
talking on a fubjelt it was fo nectary ' tty? 
fhould forget. 
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But, to return to her toilet : — -Come, my 
love, (aid I, as I entered her apartment, let me 
help to decorate you ; you know my tafte of old 
— ^" Ah, how kind, how fweetly kind, my be- 
loved friend !" None of your ahs, my dear, 

cried I, interrupting her 5 we have neither 'time 
nor inclination to be dolorous ; at the fame 
time affetting to be prodigioufly bufy amongft 

her bandboxes Let me fee-=— this will 

do exa&ly, continued I $ .this hat with thefe 
elegantly pale blue ribbons, fince "you.pofitively 
will (hade that pretty face with a hat, wilt fuit 
us to a miracle. Sally, her maid, would have 
pmned it on-* — no, child, cried I, you muft 
excufe me j I am to play the Abigail to-day $ 
I came near two hundred miles for no other 
purpofe. 

« O my dear, dear Mifi Selwyn, /aid the 
trembling Lucinda, how kind, how condefcend- 
ingly kind V'~ Oh yes, replied I; I am a charming 

creature, I know.- Come, turn about your 

head— — there ftay, ope pin there, and that' 

job will be finifhed. Now take a peep in the 

glafs, 4 child, and tell nie'how you lik^ it.- — - 
" How can you my dear friend,, fancy I care a 
pin about it ?" cried (he, (iniling through a tear 

juft parting from her eye, Don't fib^Lucin- 

da; anfwered I, tapping her cheek Now 

for the gowo let me fee white to be 

fure it muft be— 7— but he*e are half a hundred 
white ones — -oh, tils book muflin— the very 
thing — • — come oti with it, 

.Ih'-thir manner I ran on, rn'hopes to« amufe 
her j and it had a' tfolferaMe eflSQ, I next went 
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to look at her jewels, which are fuperb, lor a 
pair of bracelets, &c. Sec. By the bye, this 
puts me in mind of the trinkets left you by your 
mother, my dear Luanda, faid I; and it ac- 
tually did fo. You have a pi&ure of your 

father, I think; come, produce him, child; as 
he fhall pofitively go on : fince we cannot have 
him with us on this joyous eccafion, I am de- 
termined his resemblance (kail be <£ the party; 
fo get up and fetch it.—— Xhe idea gave her 

pleafure. *' I am amazed it .did not occur to. 

to me, cried flie ; yes, my beloved fatter, your 
refemblance, fince Heaven denies me the*oo- 
folation of yourfelf to fupport my Spirits in 
this trying hour, fhali fiippiy your loved place." 
———She. took it from itscaie, with a locket, in 
which was fome of her mother's hair* mixed 

rwitb fome of }\^. father's, ^ .a riqg too of consi- 
derable value they tflwll alljjo on, my love, 

faid I > and then examined the picture*— — 
Wherever he is, Luanda, continued I, he is, 
or at leaft has been, monjlrms handfome : don't 
you admire that phfafc, child? — -Not very 
like you, I think tho' \ I fuppofe yourefemUed 

your mother more than him. ^ vowj^ould, 

almoft fancy it like Lprd Leinflkr-^— :praylook 
at the turn of that mouth— — that ftnileLmean: 

the forehead too does ,not *bU,"nry.dear, 

render it ftili more.pleafing to yo^-^r-I now 

looked at my watch* iheftarte<L^-~^ 

What now, my dear 1— jj-dkLyou thenfimpjy 
imagine the hours were fc> #and\XUll to-day ? — 
My life ftr it, my Lord is ^ Uu$ f moment chid- 
ing them for the flownsfe p! iheir mouqns*—— 
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Come, come, every foul is waiting for us, and 

have been this hour. Never mind your 

gloves j for fhe was endeavouring to pull them 
on while I {poke : but aftually her tremor was fo 
great, fhe could not do it. — —I hurried her 
down, two or tHree meflages having been Tent 

for us already. She was ftill fiddling about 

them, when we entered the drawing-room, glad 
of any employment I believe as an excufe for 

for not looking at the company : Lord Lein- 

fter flew to lead her to a feat. 

Do, my Lord, cried I, help my Lucihda to 
put on her gloves ; fhe is a fad bungler this 
morning, I never faw her fo awkward.— Every 
one foiled at this fally, and faw my motive ;—- • 
I wifhed to break the formality of the fcene :— - 
But ah ! my dear mother, it was foon put an 
end to in a very different manner. — His Lord- 
fhip inftantly begun to help her, yet feemcd in 
no hurry to fucceed, unwilling to deprive him- 
felf of the fight of the fineft hand in the 
world ; he was preffing it to his lips with infi- 
nite tendermfs ; when happening to caft his 
eyes on the picture, which fhe wore on her arm 
— helrarted, gazed on it with a wildftefs in his 
looks, fo ftriking, that we all obferved it at the 
fame inftant ! — at laft, having eagerly examin- 
ed it, he greatly added to my furprife, by fud« 
deifly exclaiming, " Fpr God's fake! tell me, 
my beloved creature, where you got this pic- 
ture !" with fuch emotions, Aht^Sk voice faul* 
tered as he fpoke, and his colour* chugged at 
every word. " 
Vol. a.* L 
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Luanda was icaroe left agitated -than him* 
fr]f} but at once replied, « 'CM the piftuaeof 
jey dear, »y unfortunate father, &*? X<ord» left 
(Hie hf «ny no le& dearj tbo* equ^y iwfcrtwate 
*a»tbcr." 

« Tour father ! exgbuned bis Lord/hip, rai- 
fag his eyes to heaven, and clafjpi^g his hands 
wkh the utmoft aft^nHhaacnt m kit <cotn*e« 
nance ;-—«« Your father !" 4ki& he, again and 
4gafo, fciztng her hand* »»d ikiing bis -eyes up* 
on it ; — « Good Heavons ! *s it poffiWe ! can it 
he !— & your same realty Qfbum* »ybefi fce- 
Joved ? Oh. fpeak to nael aufwer n*e <qp*Uy» 
Je# my reafon forfake me# ere Ihave j>wec fco 
dear 99 fchis wooderfal myflery l-*-teJi m* *ay 
gentlfe ray lonely Lncioda, was, fair festal 
Wudc really Ofeurq !" 

« forgive a*e» jiny Lord, for having fo long 
delayed to acquaint yon vkh the troth* I **» 
ferved it till after I had given you my bttid i 
flattering myfetf, revealing it then would be an 
agreeable fiirprift, aqt only ** yaw, .Jutf feme 
other of my kind frkstf s>^;it w,as not**y Lord 
,-*-his naua« was Afton. 

« Afton, Afton!" ercliHned. he, clawing 
the dear terrified qreatwe to his Jbeart ; "great 
God of heaven and .earth, what do I hear I do 
I theft Eve to hq\d thee, thus, my darling 
child! my dear, oay long loft # my long laaftot* 
ed darter P # 

Ove^Tpowercd mih the^ToIonce of their caw 
tk>ns f they were finking to the ground* bad m 
not all ran to fbpport them. — Tis not my dear 
mother in the power of language to j}tc you 
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an idea of the confirmation we were all thrown 
4»to by this aftoniflung event ; I was the only 
•perfcn peefent who was acquainted with the 
iecret of her hirth *, hot tho' I was informed of 
that circutnfiance, you may well believe I had 
ftill abundance of amazement. 

Lard Leinftor was tfee firft who recovered 

iis fijnfes \ all ©ar endeavours to recall my an- 

gel friend to life wseue for a confiderable tiaig 

iaeffeftuai; he was a&fotately diftrafted with 

jus apprehtnfiare for her! he knelt by her* 

clafped her to his breajl; called her by aH the 

iendeft, tendered rtaroes, the unoft affe&kmate 

hieart ,co«M dtfhte j aecufed hdmfeUF for being 

ft precipitate, wept over hen and, i* fliert, 

-gave as a!l re&fon to fear he would again no* 

Japfe into the Aate of itfenfibility from -which 

-.*« bad, with fo jmich (hfficuUy*&w moments 

-hefoae, rpflored hina.^-1 now propoied convey- * 

ing her to hflr apartment ; having happily had 

pnefaace «©f wfiad <<a>fwgh to^fendfor aJfergtea* 

in cafe bleeding jfhoukl he judged neceflsry, as 

Iconeewd k would, «s well a6*&he phyfitian 

wh© •attewdslmrfy W»o»d. 

,A$j*tatedss>lie waa, lie could not he pne^iflk 
ed upon to part with her out of his arms j fat 
>t faft, ibo' fepce^ able t(vf»ppf^ 1ii»fetf, fufc- 
.fitted lis *o h^iiiw to -carry her to her room • 
w£had juft laid the dear ii^fo<a*afc*re on the 
bed, when febe fungton artta***^" Q, &ve 
h*H &ve the below* ofrA^ffl^ <$jpfciined 
Ms LentfbipJ as#e a|>prewbfi4^r^fere jfce 
dying vasgd, if y«t *would fi^fer^ her wretch- 
ed father from deftru&ion !" 
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He now with up-lifted eyes, and eager looks 
hung over her, while the gentleman rubbed her 
temples with fomething he had brought for 
that purpofe ; happily this had the defired ef- 
fect ; fixe foon gave figns of returning life ; a 
heavy figh convinced us of it. 

Again we all trembled with apprehensions 
for Lord Leinfter. I implored him to mode- 
rate his tranfports, to be more compofed, and 
to fuffer himfelf to be bled,,: — 'twas all in vain, 
he heard me not ; he had no eyes, no eats, but 
for his darling Lucinda. 

She now. faintly opened tier's, and looking 
anxioufly round her, faid " Where am I? 
where is my Lord ? — O, tell me, tell me ! is all 
this a dream, or am I fo blefled as"— w You 
are, you are, my angel, cried his Lordfliip, 
kneeling ttoM fee bed-fide, and <lafping her al- 
xnoft liwi hand in hisftMook on me, my gen- 
tle Jktdnqpi turn thofei mild,* thofe dove-like 
eyes on th^'dehghted, thy long-loft father, and 
and make Urn completely happy !" 

€t Ah! cried the dear creature, may J be- 
lieve my fenfes ? do I really Jiear you right ? 
are you certain you do not cruelly deceive 
me?" v. 

€f lam, I am, my beft love, cried he jjook 
upon me, my Lucinda ; and behold in th^man 
who adores you, the firft happy moment beV"' 
held you, a father who will never, nevcjfclovc 
you left I" — She now thresher arms aljbul; his 
neck, and bufft into tears^fc was alarmed $ but 
Mr. Smkh'juTured me, it feas. exactly what be 
wilhed, \ 
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* The Doctor now entered the room ; — we in- 
formed him in few words what had happened : 
— he approached the bed, and after feeling her - 

puife, faid, He thought it highly neceffafy fhe *' 

fhould be kept as quiet as poffible ; he found 
her ftill much agitated, and feared a fever 
might be the confequence ; this laft circumftance 
he mentioned only to Lady Ofmond and me, 
in a whifper; juftly fearing to alarm his Lord-, 
fhip. 

With infinite difficulty we prevailed upon 
him to leave her for a while, till fhe was more 
compofed ; indeed, it was little lefs neceflary on 
hi& own account.— -I got permiffion to fit by 
her, on condition fhe ftiould not know I was 
there, left flie mould *be tempted to talk too 
much; {he believed, we had only left with her 
Lady Ofinond's woman, and her qwn Sally; 
and they were in her hearing ftrictly. charged, 
to let no creature fpeak to her, or enter the 
room, till the Doctor had feen her again. 

The Doctor returned in about an hour; £he 
bad been numbering, but frequently ftartgd,. 
and fpoke, tho' fo low I fcarce could hear her: 
— he again felt her pulfe y I, unfeen, fixed my 
eyes upon him, eager to judge by his looks what 
he thought of her :*— they terrified me; I fol- 
lowetf him into the. next room ; we found Lord 
Leinfter in. agonising fufpence, waiting for him 
there ; he had not power *o (peak : his looks, 
however* were abundantly exprcffive; they 
{poke for him. £■ * ** **jr.. 

« Be compofed, my Lord, faid fl^ Doftof; 
do not be thus alarmed, ail will be W{5l ; a good/ ^ , ' tm 
L 3 * v •* *: 
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night's reft is all that's wanting, I have no doubt 
of it } — let her fttil he fcept as quiet as paffibie ; 
do not yon, my Lord, attempt to fee her agaiir 
till to-morrow." — «< To-morrow \" cried his 
Lordihip, impatiently.— •'* I mail be obeyed, 
replied the Doftor with a fmHe :— I am a very 7 
obftinate fort of a fellow, I do aflbre yon ; fo 
pray comply with a good grace, or I will not 
anfwer for the confequence." This had the 
delired effeft :— he now wrote a prefcriptkra, 
and took his leave, promifihg to fee her again 
in the evening*.— He did fo \ and, to our inex» 
preffibie joy, decki-ed her much better than he 
evpefted to have found her ; adding, the ($r rap*- 
toms of the fever he apprehended were neariy 
gone ; and he hoped to findf them quite fo m 
the morning, provided we obeyed hi* inffroe* 
tians. 

But if I am thus- minute, my dfear mother, 
I fhall never have done ; let me then, in as few 
words as poffibJe* tell yotr he way rjgfft in his- 
pleafing prediction. — The morning came ; and 
ihe was perfe&y free from fever, though ex- 
ceedingly weak and lew: this was not extraor* 
dinary ; It; was what one imift naturally expeft. 
—To-day {he is ftiU better ; and,, if no efenge 
happens for the worfe, we hope fhe wilt bfable 
to lfea.ve her room to-morrow. My Lofd has 
twke feen her for a few minutes ; I muff leave 
y<w to guefs what pafled on thofe affecting oc- 
! canons £ I am too-much exhattfted with writing 
\ this long lettei, to attempt fefcribing it : fuffice 
•*i| to fay, his Lordfhipis traniported witfc plea- 
•faro & the profpeft of her recovery ; and my 
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Lucinda, if pofEble, ftill more fo, at this won- 
derful change in her fituation* 
. I have not, till this infiant, foundian oppor- 
tunity to mention the truly amiable Eady Of- 
mond. — The furprife, the confufion we have all 
been in, has, I fear, been more than her weak 
fpirits could weH bear. She has behaved like* 
an angel—fhe complains not; but indeed I 
fear the affecting icene has been too much for 
act* * 

Heavens! my <for mother, wtet will Lord 
©finond fey te this aflfenifliipg revolution f-*- 
fib not cftidte me, if atr feme moments I an* 
tempted to ittdulge fome *itfted thoughts;;; 
Acf (Jo Hot linefeed amount to u/r/*w--Jfeaven 
■* forbid ; I could be quite fa wicked as that. 

Farewell for the prefcnf ; I anV iu a ft* tfay 
to have plenty of fcribbling, for much remain* 
tb be cleared upy which F atn as impsrtSent for 
aryotipoffiWycaft be.— I n*ve now, neffe¥tty 
told you all T know, except that I am, afife&iohv 

Yonr very ritrjtheAaufted and 4 
fatigued' daughter; 



L 4 
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LETTER LII. 
The Same to th$ Same. 



lHANK Heaven) my dear mother, we are 
at laft reftored to fome degree pf tranquillity ; 
and, tho* very unwilling to leave the company 
of my agreeable friends, am, as you fee, feated, 
pen in hand, to gratify your remaining curio- 
fity : — I cannot, however ptoxnife to do it fully 
at one fitting.— Our Luanda is, though ftill > 
low, entirely out of danger. She dined at ta- 
ble with us yefterday:— Lord Leinfter is abso- 
lutely more the lover than ever. Heavens! 
what a doating hu(band the dear girl has „loft by 
this wonderful difcovery : fhe notwithstanding, 
I can fee pretty clearly, admires him more in 

his pr^fent character.. Such a father ! 'tis 

ridiculous enough, I vow ; for one would really 
much tfooner take him for her brother. The 
fall is— be, 1 was married at nineteen; which is, 
you, know, exactly the dear girl's age at prefenfc 
But all this is to little purpofe ; let me proceed 
*<y niatters of mo^e importance. ' v •'. 

t^hen the cloth was removed, and the fer- 
vants withdrawn, /, ever impatient, as you, 
my dear mother, full well know,, began to.ex- 
prpfe a wifh that his* Lordflrip would treat us, 
by way of defert, with his. adventures, as a JoU 

t - * 
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flop had been thus unexpectedly put to Luan- 
da's. He fmiled at my manner of making the 
requeft ; and with a grace peculiar to himfelf 

yes, pofitively fo for I verily believe 

Lord Ofmond could not have done it more 
gracefully, he took my hand ; nay, I will not 
fwear he did not give.it a gentle prejjure — : — 
*• 2Tou $ my charming Mifs Selwyn, have a 
rj[ght to command me in every thing — the friend, 
the inftruclor of my darling child, muft ever . 
enjoy the ft- cond place in my heart." Only the 
fecond ! cried I, my Lord ; I proteft, though 
even «that is a very flattering diftincYton, yet I 
have more ambition {han you feem to. be aware 

/lof : — I am not quite clear whether I {hail not 

J be tempted, dear as my lovely pupil is to me, 

to fupplant her, and do my poor endeavours to 

%eccupy the firft ! — Luanda fmiled upon me like . 

an angel^ and my Lord declared he feared flie 

would find in me a dangerous rival. 

* We oCw went to the drawing-room - f and his 
Lordflfp tjcing feated between my Lady (hip and 

" his ^a^^Janjihter, Lady Qinond in her turii 
begged be^would indulge usj: I had, by Lucin- 
dajs permiffion, informed her Ladyfhip and my 
X^rd, of all I knew concerning her birth, &c. 
&c. a day or two before \ as they were both* you t 
may eafily conceive, impatient to be acquainted 
with the particulars ; and fhe was in no condi- 
tion at. that time to gratify their curiofity : all 
we; not* wanted was, to hear in what manner 
h% had . contrived tty amufe himfelf during the 
eighteen years he had thus been loft to us -, and 
how he happened to be transformed into a 
L 5 -^™ 
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Lord, in$fead of a Baronet. Takinga hand' of 
epcb of tw as we fat, be began as follows : 

"You- will, ItrufiV, excufeme, faidbe, if I 
do not again enter into tbat part of my unfor- 
tunate ftoryyou have already heard : I with as 
much as poffible to forget thofe melancholy 
events, which wonld caft Co great a damp over 
my prefent felicity." We bowed oar afceut. 

- "- You know, I find, my lovely Luchida, 
the condition in which the cruelty of an inflexi- 
ble father compelled me to leave your amiable 
mother. Painful as our feparation was, we con- 
foiled ourftlves with the pleafing hopes, that in 
a few months wefhonld meet again, to part no 
more. But judge what muft have been the fed- J 
ings of a heart diftrafted with a thoufand fears 
for her (afety, and doating upon her as I did, 
to find 4he.did not arrive with the fleet, in which 
1 fondly expefted her ! — The moft eloquent 
language, my gentle Lucinda, would give but a 
feint idea of my grief and difappointment;— 
Forgive me if dwell not on the diftreffing fub- 
j^— The. next, {hips, in which I made not a 
dqubt. fhe would; arrive, accompanied by the 
d4at>pfedge of our mutual afle&km, at length 
came alfo; but, infteadof the angel I flew wift 
rapture to meet, a letter was delisted to me 
from my father, informing me otlxcr death'; 
the daughter of whom fhe was delivered, he 
had the cruelty to add, was, Jie had every Tea- 
fon. toljeHfeye, deadalfo; as the woman from 
whom he received the intelligence mentioned 
nothing to the contrary." 4 Cruel, cfturl, in- 
deed! we all exclaimed in a breath- Ok, mj 
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Ldrd, what inhumanity !— Ah, why mould he 
thus have wifhed to deprive an amiable Ton df 
the only confolation Heaven had left him ?— ^ 
But. I beg your pardon, my Lord, laid Ladjr 
Ofmond, for this interruption $ pray, proceed. 

" Tv*hen the excefs of my grief was in foxne 
meafiire fubfided, I wrote to England, making 
ivery pbffible enquiry, in hopes tp learn die 
certainty of my unfortunate child's fate,, but i4 
vain ;', no one ^ could give me the wiflied-fdr in- 
telligence My letter could pot reach the pfcr- 
fbh to whpm I wrote in lefs than eight months ; 
Ue was* the only friend who could have relieved 
thy anxiety j and I found, on, my, return tQ 
London, he Had died foon after I went to India. 
This I had but too miicK reafori to feax mutf 
have Been the cafe, as no anfwer was returnea 
frie. Again f wrote to others, but with no 
better fuccefc : I now concluded my cruel fa- 
ther's conje£)Eufe had been but too truej e/pecU 
ailly as T perfuadedmyfelfi if (He really h^d not 
followed her unfortunate, her tenderly betpve^ 
ititithkr to the gravfc, thore who tfindfy tQofetf&i 
cha'rj&of her, wnoever they* Were, "would have 




nhuma^ity 

arid no 

^ife^afciV^— * at titf &tciuti& Dea& 

Bad ti^'robOT 1 ' fce"olr'air I fcdtf&r' <& 
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" I received, during my refidence in India, 
feveral letters from my father, preffing me to 
return, that I might, fince once more at liberty 
to obey him, make a choice more worthy of me, 
and the family from which' I fprung. But tHey 
were filled with fo many {hocking reflections, 
fo many unfeeling, harm expreflions on the* 
memory of the dear angel I had loft, that I 
determined never more to fet my foot in Eng- 
land, nor fubjeft myfelf to bear thofe unjuft 
reproaches I felt I fo little deferved ; at leaft 
while my father lived. The place I enjoyed 
was lucrative : I found myfelf making a fortune 
more rapidly than I could have either wifhed 
or expected. Wealth was no longer the objeft 
of my purfuit ; for whom fhould I amafs it ? — 
I had loft the dear object whom I alone wifhed 
to fhare it with me ; and riches, without her, 
I found could afford me no fatisfadion. The 
climate agreed with me : in fhort, I endeavour- 
ed to drive from my memory all thoughts of 
my native country, where I bad been fo cruelly 
treated. I was young when I left it ; I had 
termed but few connections^ I had neither mo- 
ther, brothers, nor fitef% living ; no tie, no 
motive to induce my return :— my father might 
a fecond time endeavour to force my inclina- 
tions : — all thefe confiderations, I fay, deter- 
mined me againft it. V 

« About three yeans ago I received the news 
of my father's death : — he hid left all he could 
deprive me of, of his fortune, 4a a diftant re- 
lation. This gave me no coricern ; ^ I wanted k 
not. His title of courfe devolved to me 5 bad 
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I not exchanged it for that I now bear, my 
lovely Lucinda, {aid his Lordihip, addreffing 
himfelf to her with a look of infinite tender* 
nefs ; we might, 'tis probable, fooner have made 
this interefting difcovery : you y at leaft, might 
poffibly have been ftruck with the name of 
k Aftoo, though that by which you, my love, 
have hitherto been diftinguifhed, prevented me 
from forming an idea of the truth. 

" In lefs than a twelvemonth after this news, 
I received letters, informing me of Lord Leinf- 
tcr's death, to whofe title and large eftate I was 
heir. I could no longer with propriety continue 
abroad ; I immediately prepared to return to 
England, 'lis now about a year fince I came 
over :~my firft care was to make every poflible 
enquiry, in order to difcover whether I had or 
had not a daughter:— they were fruitlefs — I 
gave up all hopes :^-what has followed, faid his 
Lordfhip, I need not relate.'* 

My Lord Leinfter gracefully bowed* and wc 
thanked him for the fatisfa&ion he had afforded 
us with the.beft grace we could. I truft yon 
will alfo make one of your beft fpeeches to me, 
my dear mother, for the trouble I have had in 
thus relating it to you. My fingers are cramped 
—my eyes are blindevl— -I can fcarcely fee, I. da 
aflure you, to fign myfelf 

Your V£iy affectionate daughter, 

S. Sex w yk, 
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Z E T T E K LHR 
The Same to the Same 

YOU might have fpared your&tf tile trou- 
ble*, my dear Madam, of attempting tb defcribe 
the aftoriiflinient you fay my two* lad letters 
produced ;— I well know by my own feeling's, it 
is an. impoffibilfcy. 
., Thank Heaven, I have done with the mar- 
vellous! I know I have made but a bungling 
hind' of k ;-- my talents lye quite another way. 
Eucttfda" fhould herfelf hive been the* fcrifce ; 

fhe would have done it fifty times better : - 

however, 'tis no great matter; yon are acquaint- 
ed with the facTs; and fa&s,. I p'ref axrie are* 

what you chiefly wanted. 

I faid, I had done with the marvellous ; and 
fb 'tis true* I have ; but I have ffetf a fcene to 
relate, which requires si more able pen than 

, itfme; you no doubt guefs: I mean' Llord 

. OftnoifcPs meeting .with the dear creature, on 
hi* teUirh^to London ; on*' this pofitlvely 'beg^ 
gars -* 4ll defcription. None of us ' tale w wliere 
.the important bufinefi lay, which obliged him to 
leave us on su certain occafion ; of courfe, none 
of us could inform iOim of what had happened, • 
had we had leifure to trouble our heads about 

him: Jie ftaid away, till I prefume he im^» 

fined Lord Leiafter had carried oh? hUfrf^j 
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afrd fuppofing the coaft* clear j marched hcttie 
again. 

We all enjoyed beyond corfceptioni, the idea 
of the aftonHhment in waiting for hint, to find 
in all apparently in the very identical ftate in 
which he left us ; for the amazing change that 
bad taken place could not dffcover itfelfto him, 
and I' begged the 'parties concerned would be hv 
no hurry to do it, that we might* enjof his per- 
plexity: I' own it was rather wickemjb\ but I 
ctnrfd notrefift if;— you know vour daughter, 
ray good mother. Luanda dura not for her' 
life fiy one word, either fbrorag&inft it 5 /knew 
pretty well, why; and •! only. 

We were fitting yefterday, quite erfj<£ffi*i 
Lady-Ctfmt>ad'at her endlefi worfc, Eufifinda 
warbling to the harpfichord, her delijghted fin 
ther hanging over her enamoured \ I in a chair by 
the window, reading (bme filly thing or other, 
I* forget what, but perfe£Hjl adapted to my ca- 
pacity 1 ; whet) a rap atnhe door made me 

ftarf,— I inftantly faw Lord Oftntmd get out of 
his- carriage.; —I* trembled for poor Lucinda;— 
but luckily meeting her eyes, I give her a figui- 
ficant look, at'the'fame time crying^ I vow" here, 
comes* my Lord;— file turned pale a? death * I : 
cro^dtheroom-witha carcfefi ait, andhad jufl: 
time- to whHJie^ her uufecn ;—^ ForHeaveriY 
fake, my dear creature ! endeavour to command 1 
your emotion*-; confidfcMny love V^He* enter- * 
cd the- T6om }-— -he acUuafly ftartedh— « — mjr 
tongue irever'thereadtfeft yoii know*; accord- : 
ingly, «f Why my Lord, cried I> fo'much ibr- * 
ptife i Ifcar we cannot take it as a compliment \ 
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does it not rather imply, you. hoped to have 
found your houfe by this time, cleared of its 
troublefome guefts ?" 

While I was making this wicked fpeech, he 
was endeavouring to follow my example, and 
make another, in order I prefume to weaken 
the effeft of thtftaru Lucinda looked like a 
ghoft, in fpite of all my winking and nodding; 
— but happily, all eyes were turned on his Lord- 
{hip. AC iaft, "Still lively, ftill agreeable as 
ever, cried he, Mifs Selwyn ; I am fure, if this 
company could know any encreafe of felicity, 
your charming vivacity muft have confiderably 
added to it." — Why, yes, as your Xord(hip ol>- 
ferves, perhaps it might; but they happily found 
' no manner of otcafion for it, and fo I very kind- 
ly rcferved it all to treat you with. 

Do not, my dear Mother, fancy we were all 
this time (landing in form on our feet ; — not at 
all.— Lady Ofmond^ad, in iplte of my volubi- 
lity, put in her word, engagingly taken my 
Lord's hand, and faid fome civil things, Lu- 
cinda too, had madejone of her very bifl curt- 
lies, and flood leaning on' the— harpfichord: 
Lord Leinfter had advanced, and very cordially 
fhaken him by the hand, and had taken his feat 
near his agitated daughter ) I, too, had refum- 
ed mine ; and Lord Ofmond had taken his next 
his Lady. 

" You are ever obliging, replied he ; and I 
confefs, I never flood more in need of fo agree- 
able a treat hi my life, than at this moment; 
for I amhorrifjly fatigued with my jcwirncy/* 
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I mod cordially believe you, thought I : 
" What will you take, my Lord, faid Lady 
Ofmond, with a loblc of cdhcern ? Shall I ring 
the bell for a glafs of wine ? you really look ex- 
ceedingly ill." She did fo \ — he drank a glafs,, 
and I am certain, no poor creature ever flood 
more in need of it. Fatigue, however, had 
no hand in it : — he muttered a compliment to 
Lord Leinfter, as he put it to his mouth \ 
Heaven knows what ! but applicable I fuppofe 
to his Lordfhip's imagined fituation •, and refpeft- 
, fully bpwed to JLucinda. 

This over, he turned again to her ; (i I fear, 
faid he, I interrupt your Ladyfhip ; you was*, I 
thipk, playing when I came in." — Your Lady- 
fhip, cried I, laughing, affecting to look as if he 
had made a droll miftake :— never mind Lucinda, 
'tis all one ; pray finifli the fong, I know your 
father wifhes to hear it. — He now, I am perfud- 
ed, thought me mad ; for I laid a flrong empha- 
fis upon the word father ; yet faid nothing, un- 
able I fuppofe to comprehend where the wit 
lay *. — fhe tried to play, but made fad work of 
it indeed.; this was jmputed by us who were in 
the fecret, to tie fecret y but I knew another to 
• which I afcribed jr. 

Upon my life, *Lucinda, you are very ftupid 
this morning -, get up, child, and I will play it 
myfelf. What his Lordfhip thought of my 
eafy familiarity with her Ladyfhip Heaven knows! 
but never did I fee fuch amazement; fitch won- 
der in any face as appeared in his :— r I fat down, 
and fung it over once or twice;— thenfearing 
to difconcert her too much, cried, looking at my 
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watch, I vow, 'tis near four o'clock, we {Hall 
hardily have time to drefs befbre^inner : Gome, 
my dear, wiH yon go ?— Up fhe got with an 
ahcrity that madfe meflnile;— ~andaway we 
tripped hand in hand. 

We were no fboner alone, thai ffie threw 
fcerfelf into? chair, and burft into tears : — f was 
now fcriopffy alfcrmedj and- reproached rtfyfttf 
far my- folly; V flung* my arms* about her neck* 
intreating her to* forgive me; to compofe her- 
felf ;> declaring I .would not for wttriaY have 
carried the joke, fo far, had I conceived it would 
have given her one moment's pain; — 4€t lt did 
not, indeed it did not, cried the dear creature ; 
on the contrary, I enjoyed it exceedingly :<— btst 
there is fbmethtng fo affecting in his looks, his 
manner, his whole behaviour, my dear frt§ntf f 
that I candor behold him without feeling %r 
htm 1 the moft tender companion ;— excufe thefe 
fbolifh tears, I 1 am very weak, a 1 *ety* fifljf 
Otature; ah, I fear I ought to fey a very guilty 
one!— but J wHl conquer iti believe me I wBl : 
Bad V been perfoftly well, this would not havtf 
happened, ntfjr fpirits are not yet fo good afer thejr 
have been ; he looks- unhappy ;^— can I then be 
perfectly at eafe ?" — Her*tears,relicved Her. 
• Shall T go, my love, faid I, and inform him 
of all that has happened? —".Oh, by no means, 
replied' ffie;> let the matter now takes its courfe; 
I am better ; I can now bear it^ I. am fare Prtrai 
Perhaps Eady Ofmond ma$* have done it alrea- 
dy; 'tis' moft probable fhe ftas, I think; fo let 
us drefsj you (hall fee I w^l not play the fool 
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again." I now left her, to go and follow her 
advice. 

When F was ready, I again looked into be* 
room ; but her maid told me flic had been gone 
fome mjnutes,~-F went down to the drawings 
room, wherethe firft oBjefrthat ftrtu$k myeyes* 
was LordOfmond at her feet, poor iLucIflda Be- 
fifeching him to rifej and not flurry her thus; 
He no fooner fiiw me, than be got up; and, aB* 
fblutely half frantic with jpy, feized my hands, 
grafped them with a violence that aftually made 
Itte fcream, "Oh, Mtfs Sefaryn, my dearBBfii 
Selwyn, my Lucfeda's beloved- fr fend; can yott 
fcrnr an* Hea.odP my tratrfjjorts 1**— Nb> ibdeed; 
my Lord, cried I; norcan Fguefs why my poor 
fihgjersare to* be thus diflfacated 5 for Heaven** 
ftfce fct th&tt go : yon men are certainly the 
ipeft 'ridiculous beings in- the uni verfc ! 

Htver didTfee* fbch atr alteration in the foots 
cdP anv mortal, njy dear mother, as this dlfco^ 
very had produced in his ILordfhip*srit foems they 
toW him all; the moment we went up tb drefs. 

* Are youmad *r continued I — "1 am, cried 1 

he? I am-^fo unexpe&ed a revolution has abfa- 
lately overpowered my fenfes. f know F qtn to 
blame : I condemn myfelf, my dear Madanfc, fdr 
thus expofing the emotions of my heart} but 
caffc your eyes on that Ibvely, that engaging ob- 
jefti then blame me,, if you can."-— -Indeed F 
do- blame you, repKed I; what the deuce h&e 
you to do with that lovely objeft ! have you not 
an objecl of your own lovely enough tefatisfy 
any man upon earth f 
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" Ah, Mifs Selwyn, fpare me, for. pity's fake 
fpare me ; fuffer me for a few moments to en- 
joy this tranfporting delirium! — I adore your 
Lucinda i— you cannot but know I do. Yoa 
are not ignorant, I am perfuaded, of my unhap- 
py fituation : but, though I adore with a pa£- 
fion more fervent than ever before warmed the 
heart of man, believe me 'tis pure as that of an- 
gels. 1 know I have nothing to hope— I would 
have concealed it — never, never ihould the ami* 
able creature have been acquainted with my fen- 
timents, but for this unexpected, this aftonifh- 
ing event. It overcame me— it threw me off 
my guard — my joy was boundlefs. I feared to 
expofe it before Lord Leinfter and Lady Of- 
mond, who had informed me of it : I left them as 
foon after as I could with propriety, impatient 
to be at liberty to indulge my reflections. I 
came into this room— I found your lovely friend 

unexpectly alone will not this circumftance 

in fomo, meafure plead my excufe ? You, my 

dear Mifs Selwyn, are now acquainted with the 
fentiments of my tortured heart ; furely a mind, 
noble, generous, as I know your's to be, will 
not only pardon, but pity me." 

Do not be too fure of that, my Lord, repli- 
ed I, fmiling; willing to make the matter as lit- 
tle ferious as I could : all things conlidered, you 
have rertainly behaved very , ridiculoufly j you 
ought to have kept a ftricter guard over that 
filly heart of your's:— a line ftory* indeed, if 
every pretty face you fee, is to put it into this 
violent buftle. As I faid before, you men a*e a 
fet of filly fouls ; -however, on One condition I 
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will pardon you j becaufe I think you, upon the ^^L 
whole, rather better than the common run ofyjjp 

them j let this be the laft time you j|er pre- 

fume to open your lips on the fubjeftf^either 
will I fuffer thofe expreflive eyes to tell tales. 
— Mind what I fay :— reflect ferioufly on the 
abfurdity of your conduct, not to give it a harjber 
name, and 1 will ufe my influence with nty pupil 
to pardon you alfo: — 1>ut I muR be abfolutely 
obeyed. 

He prefied my hand to his lips ; and, putting 
one knee to the ground, thanked me for my 
kind indulgence, vowing to obey me implicitly. 
He now turned- to poor Lucinda, who ftood at 
the window during this fcene, her fmelling bot- 
tle^ in her hand, almoft breathlefs, and would 
have gone through the feme ceremony with her j 
but I flopped him. 

Come, come, cried I, no more foolery ; we 
have carried this joke far enough already 5 — 
leave us, my Lord 5 and when we meet It din- 
ner, let no traces of our folly remain ; here let 
it end, and t>e for ever buried in oblivion. He 
fighed, looked at her with a tendernefs unfpeak- 
able, and then railing his eyes to Heaven, left 
the room. 

Fortunately for us all, it was near half an 
hour before we were fummoned to dinner j by 
that time we had pretty well recovered our 
tranquillity ; luckily, tod, there was other com* it 
pany. * ^ 

The conversation was on the ufual common* 
place topics ; and all pafled over better thatt^t 
could have expected. Lord Ofmond did the 
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^- Jionours of his houfe with inimitable grace; 

tPK, Lady Olraond is ail gcntlenois and attention to 
every^porul. His heart, indeed, was now 
cOmpflPkively happy ; perhaps he did jiot fed 
him/elf qmU fo hopeteis as he would have per- 
*•.* ipaded us $ hay, I am certain of it : for he is 
410 longer the fame creature; — this gave tote- 
rable fpirits to our poor Lucinda. Lord Leiu- 
ilcr's recent disappointment had been amply 
made up to him ; he appeared as happy in hav- 
ing found his longtloft daughter* as he could 
poffibly have been, had he foubd ha\f<a hundred 
- wiwt : — ihe was now- int* odgced as Mifs Aftou* 
Alas ! I fear Lord Ofmondis ttew^FtGpverai 
.tranquillity will not be of long. duration. -. Can 
ihetie fooliih e**>ugh & fancy, beoauferfhe ha% 
bp a Und of miracle, <efcaped nWFkneny at 
prefent, fhe will be fuffered to remain long fi&- 
«gle ? — Jtf, before flue was fcotiwn for what jhe is, 
heraharaas eould naakeiueh havock* amwgft 
.the ifltn, *fhat n*u& ihey d<vno\t, whan thu$ 
*dou%ed with all that wealth can puwhafe, and 
JsQirefs to an inameaft foru>«e.?^Tnu€ 5 ihe has 
^obfefiedty an qnforUraate -partiality for huns 
on this, no doubt* he builds ; his hopes ; Lady 
Ofmond's health gives but too much eacouraga- 
ffnegt 60 them. Y<t, 'though .{here is little pro- 
bability of her living very Jong, ihe .may live 
.loqger, then the Imagines. J firmly Relieve her in 
acorifun>ption j .but that is frequently -nefyiflow 
' in its nrogrefs. Lord Leinfter will, we.muft 
ippofe, be.aaxiotistoAe her happily, fee tlpd — 
offers fhe will have in abundance—how *eje& 
fuch as afpptarwottthjr of .h^r?--f0r,my p^rt, I 
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tremble for her fate. With all the advantages 
of birth, beauty, and fortune, I fear fee is not 
born to be fo happy, as from thefe circumstances 
one might naturally expeft. I know the delicacy 
of her fentiments. The terrorleft it fhould be 
gueffed fee rejefts any lqyer that may offer on 
Lord OfnraqdV accou&tpwiU, J am pofitively 
certain, make her precipitate in her choice* 
Never, I am well aflured, will fhe confefsfher 
weakness to her father; and how eife can fee 
avoid 'falling a viftim to her unhappy attach- 
ment ?-~ She has given one proof already of 
what fhe is capable. 'Tk true, 4hc efteem- 
ed, fhe refpefted LbrdLeirifter more perhaps 
tbanlhe may ever <lo any other man : but love, 
on her part, hi that intended union, was cer- 
tainly out of the qneftion:— ^fee promifed 
her- hand, as the only teft fte could give of her 
iincerity; in wifeing to conquer what fee, per- 
haps, too* juftly deemed a guifty 'partiality . The 
feme motives will ftill prevail ; and, as I Jfes ob-i 
ferving before, I tremble for her future peace. * 
Thefe are the reflexions which naturally occur 
to me on the fubjed. 1 will now, my dear mo* 
ther, leave you to make your*s, and am, 

Your very affitflionate daughter, « 

S, Sexwtn. 
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LETTER LIV. 
The Same to the Same. 



X FORGOT, my dear Madam, to tell you in 
my laft, Lord Leinfter had fome time ago givon 
orders to have his houfe put in proper order 
for the reception of his charming daughter ; I 
mean apartments in it, fitted op for her in the 
moft elegant ftylej Vis one of the beft in.Port- 

man-fquare. Two days ago we all bade adieu 

to Lord Ofmond's. family, and took pofleffion 

of it. The parting was on all fides afie&ing; 

exceedingly fo indeed ! however, it had for 
fome time been talked of, and was a thing of 
courfjg and therefore we alt fubmitted with the 
beft grace we could, 

My return home I dare not yet mention:; I 
know it would break our dear Luanda's he'art 
at prefent \ and you, I am certain, love both 
her and your Sophia too well to infift upon it. 
I am not without hopes that I ftiall prevail on 
my Lord and her to accompany me when I do; 
but it cannot be for a month or two yet. Lady 
Ofmond is now impatient to get home, '.yet is 
inconfolable at the thoughts of being fo rar ie- 
parated from her amiable companion ; but Lon- 
don by no means agrees with her.- Shd looks 
dreadfully within thefe few days ; foe is'upable 
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to bear the flighted emotions. Parting with. 
Luanda-— -the Ettle buftle occasioned by it, 
though it was really very little 5 I mean the 
preparations for her removal, qtffee overcame 
her very weak fpiritfe. 

Arid new^let *ne tell you, that !, &rtkrftft 
rime, begin to fufpeft (he a&attllyha* d&fcovert. 
ed Lord Ofinond*s attachment:— I Vtorjf he dev 
ceived; but fettle circa mftances which have 
pafled fincc my laft letter, give n*e rcfafon tb 
fear it. Indeed, the chirigfe itt hiift* firrtm the 
deepeft dejeiftidn* to- a degfee of ihaarfulnefe 
he has, from the nsomeftt Lucas's znanriage 
was talked of, beeh^a ftrtiftger to, could hardly 
firilt<>4irikeher/,^nay, a thoufarrd othrr things 
ma ft Harve dotie it, Kad he bee»n:lfcfs intfiffercnk 
to her j as It is, ftewnot fo watchful, ib dear- 
fighfted as fli* *rouid otnerwife be.— His Lori- 
flrip, yeftfcrday, whteh talking about leaving 
town, faid to me, he feared kipnef$vmyM pre- 
vent his accompanying her Eadyflrip, though hi 
hoped to be able to follow her in* Week or ten 
days. I knew by : t&e manner of his faying this 
—by the hesitation in his <J>eech— by hit looks, 
tf what nature the bxfmejs *tafc— He faw my 
fufpicions. 

A&, niyLordi cried I, with an arch ; fmjlej 
don't be fi!fy*-*it wfflanfwer no pttrpofe^ Lu* 
cinda is^now under my cfcrfc; 5 zta a« excellent 
duenn|;— • ?do not be fifly, ffay, if yotrdo not 
wifli to forfeit my good opinion, as well as that 
of fomebody elfe. 

« Oh* MHs Selwyn!" crfed he.-— Corns, 
come, notfc of yow Ohs*~ *-bave you ft focn 

VoL.IL M 
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forgot the conditions you fubfcribcd to ?— No- 
thing but your letting off for the country with 
a good grace, will convince me you h*veju>t*~ 
'« But fuppdSs— that i«*— I mean, do you tETnk 
your charming friend will v$ry foon be prevail- 
ed upon to give her dear hand?"— How very 
ridiculous you are, my Lord :— why 1 know of 
no offers the has yet had.— Why in £o great a 
hurry ?— let her have time to look about her, 1 
befecch you* 

«« Indeed you are a very lively, but a very 
wicked creature, Mifs Sclwyn, faid. he, taking 
my hand i you do not then under ftand mei" — 
Indeed! do, replied I; you wlfh la know jwhe- 
ther Lycinda will marry foon ; is not that it ? — 
I anfwer,~l do think it, to beiure. — What girl 
ever wifhed to live long fingie ? and why Xhould 
fhe be unlike the reft, of us r— But, /or Heaven's 
fake, what is all this to you! -do not thus 
trouble your head with other folk'* bufinefsj 
'tis really ridiculous. 

" How can you af&ft this infenfibility, cried 
he, my dear Madam ? you know my heart is 

tortured by" 1 know your heart has played 

you a very rogueifli trick, cried I, interrupt ;££ 
him ; and my advice is, that you go and take 

it properly to talk. If you cannot conquer 

your own, how have /you the conference to fupr 

pofe you can conquer other people's ? Nay* 

-would you really now be wicked enoygfc Jo wilh 
it, if 1 were wicked enough to give you^jfc op- 
portunity ? . " ■ ' 

Here we w$r* interrupted by tie etitrapc* of 
Lady Ofmond and Luanda; for we we^c at 
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this time making a morning vifit to her Lady- 
ihip; and they had gone op ftairs together for 
a few minutes, and during their abfence I had 
this dialogue with his Lordihip. 

"We now took our leave, and returned to 
Portman-fquare, where Lord Leinfter had in- 
vited leveraL of his friends to dine with him, in 
order to introduce his lovdy daughter to. them: 
1 wo of them were Jadies, viz. Lady Hamilton, 
the widow of a baronet, and her daughter; a 
fine, lively, good-natured girl as can.be, and 
more than tolerably handfome : the widow alfo 
lias had her day of beauty,.. and ; is. by no means 
convinced 'tis yet pa ft % nor -is^ it^ in fatt ;,for 
Ihe is' ftill a finfc womaijl-r-Z think* if. I may 
judge from a few. well-directed glances, ihe has 
fome thoughts of confoling* his Lordfiiip for his 
late difappointment ; but that's only conjecture: 
—a Colonel Meadows ; eleganf of courfe, as all 
red coats are \ a Mr..0rde, a Sir, John Eger- 
ton, and one or two more. At the Colonel I 
inftantly fet my cap } but as inftantty difcover- 
ed a rival in Mifs Hamilton \ for, on calling my 
eye on tier's, I found \tfet the fame way : but, 
as revenge is fweet, I was not difpleafed to find 
he had no eyes, no ears except for the lovely 
Lucinda ; who absolutely that day looked far 
more like an angel' than anything elfe. -For 
that matters all the fejlows appeared at once 
ele&rifcd^by the fire of her bright eyes. — — 
J$$1(Mhu? t had I not this moment wi(hed to 
make a flaming fpeech, I fliould not have ap- 
plied fire to her's, for that gives a very falfe 
i Jee of them ; they are all fofhaefs,.ahd hM of 
Ma 
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ftrccf expreffidn ; devr-lffce, a* Her < fitlict- : once 
hiftly ftyled thrift. Fire mtpTtis a Aerctnefi, a 
bbklnds, to whfch fcert Ire, to'afl intents and 
purpofes, a Arangeiv 

A thotrfand partis W^re propo&d, a thou- 
find plans of amofement. — The winter tKver- 
fibm are jtrft begutt; ft we ffiatt have onr hands 
Rill of bafinefs, my dear mother, for ftmi 
time;- — What a hind of pfeafute d6 fpro- 
farffc ifcffetf ! t*ot inerety front partaking of 
thorny, but m^cfaigmylbtitttidaViarprife, who 
Is totally tinarquaTrrted wfth. every thing of that 
Mttire.— IAaii, jfonheriaki, promote dtffipa* 
tknras mtich ai poffibte ; Trs th t bett diance 
Ihe has'for dming fdm* niaheb'out of her 
head, W4lHi 1 moff-fittee^y wiffi had ifcver 
ttefen tHere. ^dfetdv had tht^onlybdett thm i 
otire niight haVe had' trior* hopes, lifot I fear 
\\xf art deepty nti^rtffctl ori : her heart : *&w- 
ever, &e has *t leaft as much fortittidi as ^ver 
femate could fcoaft; f6i 1 fnkft, We ffiatt do 
mighty toirhvtitae. 

Thk ^€111*1^6* a*eenga£tfd tea pafty at 
lAdy Saaiiltbtfsi und tb-morroifr We jp to fee 
bfctt. Sidddns in Mrs: Betfedy : ^ they fay we 
fhall cry bur eyes out. — Are We 6ot filly fools 
then to volunteer thus in grief .^-^—s-^is riot 
lafting, that** oar comfort. 

I mult now bid you adieu, that I may go and 
drefs.*-— I had almoft forgot to tetf wkjhat 
Lord Leinftcr took jLucinda and me up wPhis 
c)refiihg-room a feW days ago % and, opening a 
fine India cheft, bid us amuft ourfefves with 
looking at, :iad dividing tlk content* bettften 
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us.— Was there ever, my dear mother, fo ele- 
gant a manner of making one a prefent ?— No 
bowing, and fcraping, with fifty apologies for 
the liberty, fyc< &<u— h— Mj i^cinda's fweet 
eyes fparkled with pieafure ; not for her fhare 
of the noble gift, but for mine, and the man* 
Jier in which ft was done. — Here we found a 
paofufion indeed of finery: gold and filver 
imPiasiof aft forts— r-painted filfe.^»(ba,w4# 
^dJU^rd'Ipiows wh#i but .enough tofbrvejis 
fefttij *s Jopg jh we live, w<?rt *eio we^nolMnfc 
<£&,* HMc^, nttle ptfc Is worn : the dlE 
tjfl^H ty 'fijtpoaqr anfi wiiiter clpaths* no'l6n- 
gfjr eju(h, $€# fell mc^ .muffins have "been 
feen in frofty wca titer— rich fflks ate totally 

W*-r-fprJ m$de no fa-qpfe, ydu may will 
bdkvc, i£ take, a pit qf what was 6 idndly 
effertf ^W, | fay, irifentlrfeiit.fetai & pteqe 
<3jF n^uflio Spotted with .gttld to the mafitua*' 
soaker '*' attd *w ^veoing we *nf ; fco e^Jittttt 
them^^Ipicy pa the .poor jnerif feyl.— ~ 
4(jieq* ', '_,,, ^ 

x \/'$ypr your affeSibnatediaughtwr, 
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LETT E R LV. 
Ths Same to the Same. 

1 ARPON me, my dear mother, for not 
anfwering your affciftiortatc letter before:— I 
ought to have done \u had it been merely to 
thank you for fo kindljr indulging me with a 
longer leave of abfence— Lord Leinfter and his 
I*ucinda aye grateful for it, and bid me tell 
youfo. ' ♦ 

I don/t think tl*e dainty ividtw /will fucceed. 
k Let me whifper,a fee jet nvyour ear— I belkve 
in my cojifcience his t-orduSip has oth&r vidw*. 
Oh 9 Heaven! what a venerable mothef*In-]aw 
I fhould mjike tp Co well grown a daughter!— I 
vow I begin to feel fomc droll palpitations :~4i» 
attentions-— his affiduiries— his — I know not 
what kind of manner, puts me occanonally in a 
mighty agreeable flutter. As Aire as death, if 
he takes it in his head to play at making love to 
me, I ihatt loft my heart by the joke y for he is 
—but we fball fee. I wifh it may not be in fame 
little danger whether bo does or not $ for I al- 
ready begin to make companions between him 
and all the men I meet with :— and would you 
believe it ! they perpetually turn out in. his. fa- 
vour. Is not this whimfical enough ?— yet why 
whimfical— a man of forty— and { vtithjfk an 
ace of twenty-eight. To he fu*e^ am niter 

- ' i 
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giddy-headed for a Mifs of that age ; but were 
1 married, you know, and the cares of a fami- 
ly laid upon* it, it would keep it fteady. Lu- 
cinda was- the firft to give me the Jiintj and 
enjoys it beyond meafure. Who fo likely to 
make him the happieft of men, as her dear 
Mifs Selwyn ? — the kind friend, the generous 
inftruftor and' proteftor of her youth ? • 

. Pray, obferve this is btr fpeech, not mm: 
as for his Lordfhip^ having fo lately been 
in love with another, I don't believe one 
word of the matter— love had nothing to do 
witbhiK He felt an unconquerable attachment 
for her — an attraction he could not rcfift, I 
grant you \ but it was the natural fympathy of 
a father, take my word for it ; 'twas the feel- 
ings of a parent^ though unknown to both, 
that made ail that buftle m his heart. Do you 
comprehend me ?—I do not feel as if I had ex* 
prefled myfelf clearly; but I know what I 
mean, ami fo I traft do you. 

Lord and Lady Ofmood fet out for the coun- 
try laft week. We had frequently met j but I 
always contrived to prevent his Lordfhip's fee- 
ing Lucinda alone. I was certainly right, for 
bo*h their fakes r— don't you think fo?— She 
had the fenfe to thank me for it with Sincerity; 
but he, wretch as he is, I am pofitive wiftied 
me quietly at home tfith you, or any where but 
here. .How matters" will "go, Heaven only 
knows ; but 'tis certain her Ladyihip geti no 
better :— yet, as I fay, (he may live long enough 
to give poor Lucinda much trouble ; for whit 
ar< we to do with our lovers in* the mean time i 
M 4 
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Die he mft» heweter, for he wffl wit do* 
Hefca&totlittk fa«»iK,lMfideshis<»p^^% 
Jbrt>nccapt*tobjcAio*: fmt^«re i* another, 
Mod a* any twenty— flie cannot indftitefcim * 
lie feys he is conceited, trifling, and forward. 
IfaKmhem^hr* Jittk*»iity a* aft; but 
the dear girl w* 1 /***** tthe .*pftlf» *q 
«tfda»g«fl*»f0friri and tStJfce©tff*v*r *feat 
fiBy tr*fe> the will &«lAf» feott troth* in 
•ncry own fee «cet* with* 

J hare one in 4*y*jtf, ~wh» 1rid»fii|*rftfei« 
my we have yet few, to .Ankehcr^onfcnsyi 
and did nut a fooWh 9*ng 4er J^QGnondat 
feme mome*Ks come *c*o6 >me, J flw*ld teaHY 
wHh he amid cnticeir deftroy it. TRs Lord 
Affcbrook -~,yoi*rjg, Jwmdfonk, twcomplifbed, 
tnd Engaging. We met) him at Lady Hamil* 
ton's :—he was inftantly struck by her appear- 
ance; end no wonder, far {he looked lovely 
beyond eapreffion. M& Hamilton and I were 
fitting by her when became hi:— « There* cri- 
*d the former, there's * creature formed for 
conqocft- Yet do not look athim, Mifs Afton, 
if yon would pwferve jour heart. Every wo* 
fnaa herc^ and hacked every where dfe, is dy- 
ing for him; but he* rafenfiWe wretch as he is, 
fees us pine with all the indifferenee of a Stoic. 91 
« Then yon ere O0c*of the wounded," cried 
Luanda, fmlKng. "To he fure I am, my dear; 
do you fuppofe I would be out of the faihkm ?" 
At that moment we obferved him talking to 
Lord Leinfter, and at the fame time turniag 
their eyes towaads us. I few the latter (mile, 
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^dtheothe*4^eftf^rtfe. Mifc Hamilton 
made the fame remark t "I'll hf my life, Olid 
fhe, the creature is at laft caught j tnd'b aJhfeUgr 
at this moment afking all how and abqut yon. 
Droll enough* he flioukl bf chance apply -for 
information ttf your father; heUsgiudedfay in- 
ftfoft* I feppofev 

We^li&d time fcfr-po. riio#e * they -came up tt 
us, and Lord lieinfter introduced tim^o Lufiio* 
da' and me. Mifs-Hainlltfjn g**e »e apioch, 
that *Itao(kn*jfe *)re fk*r*; «*:lfc«fcd #bu -in- 
tended to oyepiod* o<nr fnog $ttk , party h«t» 
my Lord," &&.OieY 

«« I moft have tew Wmd* indeed, rtipUedie, 
could I have been capable of it," s " Why, 4^ 
onr the wboje, returned ^ ^ughing, 1 it' might 
haye been better for >re*# y ousted." ^ Whftfc 
been Wind »" tfied hft, > ,«« 'fifeon* 0tArUWk«l **» 
I meW laid -Wtifs : I&matfm4 «« trouft tffen 
have been confefledVy^aye^y Auj>idfelk>w* which 
I -am certain ytu -would have thought ^infinitely 
warfe^* .../;; ; • ... .» 

; " Wtfrfe tten^Ufcd:! .ftudAej lqttoe**t«it 
a aw>n>ent, > W&ft j»s, l*i*^*h«>k be woidd* 
for love they fay is blind, and yet is iaid to be 

fliip ha*^p ^cguaintactte %^iww, cbntinuell 
Ae buying •,«* it *e*Uy %?. — ^"'Wbjr* J 

3 uift own* replied he* our icojuaintance is not 
' fa *ery <0l£ date j w *~ Rafting Jus eyea on liUr 
cind*> who had not yet -opened hjer Up« moae 
-than myfetf, : nor epnU *re eaify find an fcppQfe 
tuaity ; f^r Mifs Hamilton iv the gift of t|r 
tongue in high pfffe4Uoft, and farys whatever 
M 5 
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comes in her head, without troubling herfelf 
what it may happen to bej ami a laugh is furc 
to follow." '" Better late than never, cried 
{he; you hare been an Menfible creature long 
enough. 1 die to fee you fighing and pining in 
your turn \ and pray now, who is the fair one 
who was wrought this wonderful transforma- 
tion ? *— -" Can Mth Hamilton afk that ques- 
tion, when the world knows I have for ages 
been her declared admirer 7* 

'« For ages,' my Lord! O Heavens \ furcly 
the tjme meft have appeared extremely tedious 
to ypu ; be that however as it will, I vow, this 
&• 'the firft time you ever declared it to me ; 
Jtfifs Aftdn, I take you to witnefs, he has done 
"i at laft j and ihbuid I catch him flirting elfe- 
sfrhefc"-*-*-'.* &&* under no- apprciienfions, cri- 
ed *H3 Lordflita, taierrupling her; my heart 
tettS me, I fhall 'find no-charms eifiurben % ca- 
pable of changing its prefent (cutimentsj a- 

propos, faid . he, • do you go to fee the Siddons 

to-morrow?"—" Certainly/' replied Ihe. 

* Who is to be^>f'ybup^«party?thefe ladies ? 

—*~*will you 'permfr to* to attend you> if your 

box ii not full-?^ • t [ - : ** ' • * 

'. *« Of Well matte #oom for your Lordfliip ! 

1 Should be ratferaWe ftoW to be ♦without your 

company, fince you h^ve thus declared your 

paffion $ you fee i am not difpofed to.make an 

ill ufe of the power you have raihly put into 

my hands j I will not becruel." "and it would 

jfcave been the height of cruelty, I give you my 

honour, hadyourefufedmei" replied his Load- 

fhip. " Have you ften her in Mrs* Beverlej, 
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Mifs Afton ? ' turning to her with an engaging 
foftnefs / in his manner. " No, my Lord, I 
have not, nor in any other character; this is 
my firft winter in London} and I believe her 
firft appearance this feafon. I promife myfelf 
great pieafure from the performance of a per* 
fbn of whofe abilities the world fpeaks fo very 
highly." u Yet I tremble for your fenfibility, 
replied his Lord f hip \ I fexr it will fuffer fevere- 
ly ; 'tis a moft aftefting ftory wrought up to the 
Inghefopoflible dtftrefs$4and- if I m«y venture 
to* judge by* the amiable exprefiion of your 
countenance, you will enter intd 1 it with too 
much feeling, n«t to pay dearly for the expect- 
ed pleaiure. 

•« O, we fhall wecpitnoft'joyoufly, fatd-Mife 
Hamilton, 1 make no doubt ; but then what is 
fo interefting as beauty in tears, my f Lord? I 
give yon warning tcr take care of your heart :— ■ 
Ah ! I forget, you jufb now declared 'twas no 
longer in your pofleifion $ fo much the better ; 
you may then fit at youneafe* and'oid defiance 
to otor united charms $ you have put it into ex- 
cellent hands, and f~thank yon for the confr* 
dence you have placed in mej depend npon it, 
I will be as careful of it as of my own." 

« Tom* own ! replied his Lordftwp, failing* 
why, furely you do not mean to keep mine, 
without giving me yours in exchange !" ■ ■ ■ 
" Mine! cried (he laughing, in exchange ; 
Heavens ! a pretty bargain I fhoukl make of it I 
No, no, my Lord, I look upon the heart of a 
female to be worth at leaft fifty of any male 
creatures ; they are the xnoft- inconftaaty. capri- 
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cious, whimfical things -on earth ; f if that te 
your mercenary view, pray take it back; I wW 
pofitively have nothing to do with it : I thought 
h bad been a gift of pure generefity I" 

« Will jw, then, Mifs Afton, iaid his Lord- 
fhip, deign to -tateit under yeur protcdHoo? 
rtsr evening has convinced me, under my own 
'tis no longer iafe * it never till now met ^rith fo 
fweet a temptation to defert me." «« Excufe 
me, my Lord 5 not for worlds would I under- 
take fo important a charge ! If your Lordfhip, 
who- js fo deeply intereftcd in its prefervation, 
cannot keep k from {baying, how can I, who 
am arranger to it, hope to acquire fo much 
pow#r over it I I fear 'tis given to wandering, 
and will not eafily be taught to bear confine- 
ment ; it might perhaps teach mine a bad lefibs, 
which I have taken ibme pains to keep under 
proper difcipline." " Have you then found it 
a difficult talk, my lovely Mite Afton ?" (aid he 
fouling. 

Ludtda, blufhing for the conftru&ett kc fo 
archly put upon her anfwer, replied, « Dcaet 
mtftake me, mjr Lord ; the taflc would be an 
eafy one to a per fon more converfant in thefe 
matters •, I impute any trouble Ihave had, merely 
to my want of abilities. 9 ' •- 

Our chat was now interrupted by Lady Hb- 
mikon, who came to beg his Lordflup would 
play a rubber at whilft. He left our party 
with vifible regret. «Ai I Kve! faid Nifs 
Hamikon laughing, Lord Afhbrook it faujy 

ought Den'* you think fo, Mifs Selwyn? 

Did you ever fee fcooger Jyj^omr?~^Jj&» 
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vens ! hfcw I enjoy it ; for till now he has- been 
the rpoft infenfible wretch breathing. Ah t 
how yqu will be envied for this important con- 
oueft, my dew Mifs Afton ; jFor he is a monf- 
troos favourite among us, I gftre you my ho- 
nour—Don't you think him intolerably hand- 

foine and agreeable i"-* M Not absolutely into- 

hrable % replied Luanda, foiling at tfie pbrafe* ' 
I think-ooe may contrive to bear it all.'* « Shoo, 
how r'tfiicujcus ! I mean prodigiarufly^ ««, -firl 
that is quite another affeir." « You do. then 
think bim handfome, donk you ? — — u Tisthc 
fafhion it feems; and, as y*u iay» ofe would 
not wtfhto be^mt of it." " *Ab I you 4re s * fly 
cmt«ee; I foe that, faid Mifs Had^ton ; but 
I (hall find you out lor aU that, Come, tfhatt 
we take a peep into the other teems ? lied quite 
itupid now he has left ms— don't you'?* y *« * 
Away we went, and as fhe foon begun fthafting 
with fomebody eife> her Cupidity vantfhtid in a- 
trite. . 

Lord ^{hbrook was of our party to the play* 
and has#om that time eo^irivtdto meet us, g» 
where we would. Wfae*lw> he wall be iUe to 
ofece from Luiioda'& heart the idea of (Lord Ofr 
moad, Heaven Jomwh but am certain &e *b* 
deavoursto wjfhhemaf. . Dcarftrtfattu*, *hs& 
can fl»e4o more ? 

Adieu, my dfear mother. ^ 

f Eiery&ujr's 

. S. St'i'tr * a. 
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LETTER LVK 

Th eSime to theSime. 



* JLrfORD' Afhbrook has made pfopofals *hi 
fortn to Lord Leinfter, which 1 have met with ar 
gracious ttteptfon. He has been introduced as 
a'!dvef,*and my poor Lucinda is opce more* 
completely miferable. 

* ««^¥hat (hall I <\b> my beloved, my only 
friend ? iaid &e to me yefterday — O tell me, 
for J am incapable of rcrteftirtfii-Muft I, O, 
malt 1' fccrKice my peace ? will nothing lefr 
atone for fny wtaknefe ?" 

My dear love, faid I, do* not thus terrify 
yourfe&V my Lord wilt' not compel yon to ac- 
cept him ; he is too anxious for his Luanda's 

bappioeis ^ But what reafon can t aiiign 

for reje&ing him? reptied me, with tears in her 
eyes j what' obje&ion- can I make, that I fhatt 
not- be equally inclined to make .any ether ? In* 
deed indeed, I am ntfferable - my own' feelings 
fl;7ck rae«**~I >dare not examine them. Good 
Heavens I is it poffible 1 fhoutd be fo very a 
wretch as to wifli for the death, of the moft« 
amiable of women ?* ^ 

Say not fo, my dear creatnrej cried I* you 
are incapable of it. \ Ah ! <jjo not, do no flat- 
ter me ; replfed flie, clafpmg her hands, and 
burfting into tears— I defer ved to fuffer feverely 
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lor my unpardonable guilt. I fee it ail ought— 
'tis dreadful -and yet, after a paufe, I think I 
do not 7- 1 cannot be quite (b loft to every fenfe 
of humanity. Surely, furely, I do not wiffi it; 
But how can I convince yod, my beloved friend 
— hovr convince my own wretched heart of its 
innocence, without this cruel teft ? Could I be 
permitted ' to * live 4ingfc, Heaven is my witneft, 
I would at this moment, facrifice my own health 
for the reftoration of my amiable Lady*0£ 
liiond's^ But can I make fo unreasonable a B rc- 
queft ? whas rcafon can 1 offer to the beft, the 
moft indulgent of parents for making it ?— — 
None, none ;— he mull condemn me. / nd to 
explain my motives — Oh, I couM iboner die ! 
——Yes, I will obey the will of my beloved . 
father; I will not give him caufe to think me 
capricious. Lord Afhbrook is unexceptionable 
v-the world declares him fuch - I have no choice 
to make, no heart to give ; but my hand he 
fliall have \ my father has an undoubted right 
to difpofe of that $ I will endeavour to give with 

it all my eftecm, my friendftiip 1 can pro* 

mife no mere." 

Ton ave an angel, my Luanda, cried I, dafp* 
iitg her in, my arms, while &e reclined her dear 
hea4 «n my bofom 5 you are a noble creature, 
and will yet be rewarded for thofe fentiments 
which fet you above -the reft of your fex. Take 
courage, my beloved Lucinda, Lord Afhbrook 
is of all the men I ever met with the moft 
likely to reftore^our long loft peace, fie afiur- 
ed, your worth/, your invaluable heart will yet 
be his j and my dear girl will look back with ur> 
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fpea&able fatisia&on to the fecrifice flic fo noWy 
makes to ha- duty. 

\ "Ah i how toothing to myteetordd rai»d is 
your .praift, my deareft friend ! Continue tfias 
IP Support asy weak heart. Alls! alas-! it it 
united a very weak one; but I wifti to prove it 
is not, quite depraved. Do not allow me too 
muajptime fpr reflection* I wMh thrdoead- 
Jul event over. Do yon, my beloved friend* 
ttrjc my father to hurry me. I will i pardon you-* 
-~yes, I will thank you for it."-^— Afld fhe 
fobbed with the violence of hfcr emotions. 

\VereI not perfuaded of Lord Afhbrook's 
wprth, no power on earth (hould tempt me -to 
adviit* her to accept his hand ; -but 4ie is tfruly 
amia>l*> And abfohiteiy adores her. He ha» 
(caroely been an hour out of company fhweonfr 
firft acquaintance* and that is- neat fixwtdtsr I 
have obierved htm narrowly, and agahV reftoaf» - 
I think he is formed to make her hqpfry. With 
a mind truly virtuous as hers, and 4itstenddr 
affiduhies, I am pecAiaded fhe will conquer this 
fatal attachment. 

Farewell— I have time for no inorejoft.ndw} 
nor have I any thing etfe to write of any impor- 
tance. I am not in Spirits for trifling chat, and 
you, I fancy, will without Kiuftance 4iffea& 
with it. 

Bver^ffefriDnately, yogi's 



Digitized by GoOgle 



A K X) V E L. ^7 

Taw S*a*ft mo wi £*mb 

1 .A;J#,ajt -*ty <mom?nt proj^fettd* *WW 

jio .{bnl 4 ^ wip £ft»folt> Tpu jwiU jesidil J Wttr 
c^veit, wHep J till SflJi^j3ftjfl^JbcM > 4£r«» 

:p? <*4» BWtalfi) at > Joft Jtytr IP ?$. Me.tdb 
q>c <l*dy .Ofiwofl J? gpfte J^ondfU^OP^ <# 

friend's ifwnjng -aPY p^clgat|ate t c?{ga^wn$7^ 
his foture .Jbappin$U jdqpwfc ?P WJ PblJS^$ 
Mm* and he, with the utmoft ^iicwy* iaW* 
*tfos*th»t.«iy Lwcindrfs iw*y .pdffiWy, infepac 
sneafiire, depend14pon.it. , Never did I rcad^b 
aflfeftingra letter j-r-nay heert > bleeds for them 
ix>th« Tkc manner i in whith ho mentwnsiLady 
Ofinond, does him the higheft honour ;— *fct« a 
-sfettcate filbje§, andnen?, Jthink, but his Lord- 
ihip could have .wrote on it with <b much pro- 
priety. *Had his . attachment to my loved .Liir 
cinda been the .tffe&s of Jnconftaaey to Lady 
Qfiupnd, none would, .none ought to have pi- 
tied hkn 5 but you, my dear mother, have heen 
fold their .union was not. formed on mutual in* 
clinatlon;— it was. merely throbedeaee to the ar- 
%bitrary will o£ their parents :—this they both 
were fenfible of, wd, *ks ! have both feverdy 
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foffered. If ever fuch an attachment was par- 
donable, furely this is fo. Her Ladyfhip's heart 
devoted to another, what chance of happinefs 

could (he expeft ? bis abfohitely in a (late of 

indifference :— yet are we not endeavouring to 
plunge my dear Luanda into the very fame un- 
happy fituation ? Not exaltly the fame : 

Lord Aflibrook adores her ;— this furely makes 
an eflential difference. She has formed the 
noble refolution to conquer her prefent foKngs 
— Lady OfinonO, I fear, never had courage to 
make the attempt.— Gladly would: I prove, for 
my own latisfaftion, that the cafe is not fimifan 
for, jdas ! 1 fear happen what will, we have novr 
gone too far to retraft. She has not, indeed, 
promifed Lord Alhbrook her hand) but (he 
tas notrefufed $ ;— -He is permitted to attend 
'her -every where, and is by all the world looked 
upon as a favoured lover. Lord Leinfter is ex- 
tremely partiil to him, and I am perfuaded has 
not a doubt of his LucindftU future felicity:—* 
nay, had {he neves feen Lord 0ftnond>, I am 
perfuaded lie would have been the man of her 
choice.. 

Though it is nowten days fihee I' received 
this cruel letter, I have not yet had courage to 
anfwer it* Wbatcan Pfay ?— how tell htm our 
prefent fituation ?:-— and much left dare I mnxt 
mention his- to my poor friend. This I may, 
and certainly will*; I (hall, as far as I can, re- 
tard the marriage. She',' dear 4 creature, continues 
to with it over, if it mufi be % from a kind of de* 
rpair ; but, yet trembles wherirar^ arrangements* 
are talked. of fat it. My Lord,, not having any 
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idea of her reluctance, leaves the tinfc, and every 
thing clfe, wholly in her own power— Lord 
Lcinfter, I mean:— her lover, on the contrary, 
it impatient for the day that, as he fays, and 
as I am certain he really believes, is to make hint 
the happieft of men. Oh, why—why cannot 




Lord Ofmond* — a fomething there was, and 
ever muft be, to prevent its being perfect. 

Adieu. We go this evening to the opera* 
and I have yet to dreft. No .time for tengjett 
tcrs in thrs diff gated town; Believe owever 
aUS&ionately, .? - " - 



-Xwfir 



S. SlttWTN. 



•% 
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j\h<ABtttj d&r anotiktr* how will pep &t 

for my part, I have wept myfcif bUf*4&Trrr?40Bg 
dear, unhappy, flUatcd Lucinda, at this mo- 
ment, lies dan^eC09% >U — fhe i* confined ttr 
her bed with a Potent fever. I could not frnte 
fooncr. I have not been able to leave her a 
moment. Her father is diftrafted with his ap- 
prehenfions-frr her, and poor Lord Afhbrook's 
in abfoiute defpair. « 

We were a few days ago fitting at work, ex- 
pecting his Lordfhip as ufual — Lord Leinfter 
reading to us, as he frequently docs — when 
Lord Aflibrook came in. Prcfently after, a 
fervant brought up the newfpapers. I was go- < 
ing to take them up, as I am generally moft 
eager to fee what is going forward j but, on ie- 
cond thoughts, faid, Come, my Lord, you 
flxail read them to us •, — you are idle, and Lord 
Leinfter has already pretty well tired himfelf- 
— He begun the political debates — Pho, pho I 
cried I, I hate all &**-*tois»4iir*bo¥C my corn- 
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preh&ifidn -pray ttirn to the daily-occurrences 
—ftaridirt, deaths and martfages;- — it is in 
theie matters alone we females are intereftedl 

Alasl I littfe dreamed we fhould indeed 

be fb very deep!y interefted. He fimled, and 

obeyed. 

After tWt> or thrte infignificant articles, h« 
at !aft read* airflows:— A few days ago' dfed, 
after a lingering ifirieft, the right honourable 
Lady Ofihond, at her feat in Yorkshire, Lu- 
ciftda inftanrfy''fe1I back in her chair, deprived 
of fenfe and motion.— All was* now terror and 
confcfion. Wfcll did 7 know the fatal caufe. — 
I even fahcWd at that immtifct' Lord Leiwtter 
feented tb Mptft it. We had no time, how- 
ever, for making remarks -on the event* tv&rf 
means w<Jfc' fmmed&itely uftdto rfeftore her to 
life, but in vain. In this condition /he was 
conveyed to her room, and laid cm for b6d ; a 
phyfician was' inftaritfy fent for. She had by 
this time recovered from her fWobn, but -was fo 
HI, that he ordered her 50 be pert to bed $ and 
there, my dea> mother, fhe has lain ever firtce^ 
lb imminent tlariger. She is tf ill delirious*, anf 
perpetually reproaching herfelf d$ the caufe o] 
Lady OfmoridV death. This aftbniihed Lor<k 
Lemfter fo much, who is fefdbm an hour toge-v 
ther out of the room, that I have been com- 
pelled to inform him of the whole truth.— ^-^ 
Judge, i£ yon can, my dear mother, of tftS 1 *. 
amazement into which he was thrown,. white 

liftenmg to the a8e£ting itory. He not oniy 

pardoned and pitied the dear fuffering angel for 
that weaknefs ihe bad Jierfetf fo feverely cor- 



* Digitized by GoOgle 



a6i L U G I N D A: 

damned, but loved and cfteemed her, be de- 
clared, if it were poffible, more tenderly than 
ever for the inconteftii le proofs (he had given 
of her virtuous fentiments and fortitude. 

" O that Heaven may but (pare her to me ! 
cried he, clafping his Bands in an agony of 
grief; and my darling child (hail yet be happy ; 
—yes, no farther obftades mai prevent it." 
He now thought it incumbent on him to ac- 
quaint Lord Alhbrook with this interesting 
difcovery : he did lb ; and though Lord Alh- 
brook declared, he had, in loflng the inoft 
amiable, the moft . deferving of women, loft 
every poffibte prpfpeft of felicity* he ador- 
ed her with too much fincerky, and was too 
much Interefted for licr happkieis, not to 
qtfign her without a murmur, fificc lm peace of 
mind demanded the cruel facrifice. He pegged 
the continuance of Lord Leinfter's friendship ; 
and if he could obtain that bfeffing for him, 
that of his ineftimable daughter ; prayed for 
her fpeedy recovery, then took- his leave, ant) 
yefterday ftt off for the continent ; haying iiirft 
wrote a moft affecting note to /ne, imploring 
me to write to him by every poft, as he fhould 
be in a ftate of diftracTion till he heard of her 
recovery. T*his X faithfully promifed, and mall 
as faithfully perform: he de(erves everj^ atten- 
tion we can poflioly pay him, for his truly great 
and generous conduct. He has proved beyond 
difpute, that her happinefs was dearer to him 
than his own. v There are men who would havs 
perfiftcd in their c^aim, tho* certain her mi&» 
rj mnft Kaye \ been the .conference. Tnefe 
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kind of paffions I have ever looked upon as 
Jen* cf Self, not love of the objeft they pretend 
to adore. 

The fame evening brought a letter from Lord 
Ofmond, informing Lord Leinfter of his lady's 
death— only a few lines* and merely his beft 
refpecls to Mifs A ft on and me. Another will, 
I doubt not) follow, as Toon as it can with pro- 
priety. Alas ! he little dreams of the condi- 
tion to which that event has reduced the lovely 
object of his affections. Should Heaven fpare 
her life, my dear mother, for which I am fure 
you will join your prayers ttfmine, what hap- 
piuefs may fhe now not look forward to, after 
all the painful fenfations flie has experienced I 
but alas'! this is extremely doubtful : the phy- 
fician, whofe looks I ftudy with painful anxiety, 
dare »ot jet remove my terrors : he candidly 
owns, he cannot pronounce her out of danger. 
To my lord he fays not this— he could not, I 
am certain, exift under the idea of loling her. 
I need hardly tell you we have had all the beft 
advice that London affords. Heaven only 
knows what accounts I (hail next have it in 
my power to (end you. 

I am far from well myfelf j how is it poffible 

I fhould? yet I am obliged, in tendernefs 

to Lor3 Leinfter's feelings, to conceal my own, 
and feed him with hopes I dare not myfelf . put 
any truft in. Common civility obliged him to 
return a few lines to Lord Ofmond. He men- 
tioned Luanda's illnefs— but you may believe, 
concealed the fatal caufe. 
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FarcWel ; I mud no*r attend the dear differ- 
ing creature, and alio endeavour to confole tier 
deeply afflifted father. 

• Ever your*s 



S. Selwtk. 



% ' It 
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LETTER LIX. 



The Same to *the Same, 



-L*ORD dfmpnd is in town-— I have had a * 

npte from him", -he is diftra&ed, mi&rable 

aod wretched beyond expreffipp. He ^has be-* r 
ftpaght m$ to fee him j he cannot .exift |n his 
prefent ftate of fufpencej Jie. ^^IW.to^'r 
c^ioice, whether to, inform my jlor &qf not of , 
his arrival. He is not' in hjs own : hdJJjje^.byt , 
ha$; taken lodgings near ours, where hq. can ; b^ • 
concealed till I think he may appear with, pro- ^ 
priety; In the country he declares he could, 
npt jeipain- — ;the thoughts 'Oj£ ; ncjt l^earjjijg^of • 
hj$ angel every hour, was ajtoriqc^.' Hfe co ^4 . 
npt po^JUj epdure; { wasf fure /.would ^pariij^ r * 
the ftep he Jiad tak^n, ;and do aUin ^mj.p^ejr. i 
to, relieve his tortured heart. . . ' . : ^* 

Alas, I had little comfort to give him. Thfi 
dear girl is ftiil extremely bad j the delirium is 
however gone oflv-flie now. lies more cpmpofed, ,* 
but the fever .is ftill ftrong tmoo her— r-^iht.. * 
feldom fpeafcs, and then iorfaiQtly, we jfcarcje • 
can bear^hifr.dear voice. Her. firft carets ; 
for her. father —then for ,me;~ begged I ffouk 1 

Vql.II. N 
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comfort him, and take care of my own health ; 
—feared I (hould hurt it by too much fatigue. 
—Said (he (hould now, (he was certain, foon 
be releafed from all her trouble. — Can you con- 
ceive how thefe tendftr exprcffions wrung my 
heart? Oh, 'tis impoffiWeP 

I have not yet feen Lord Ofmond, nor have 
I told Lord Leinfter he is in town ; 'tis no 
doubt a pqoof of hfcafie&ion.;, but at this tjme 

— fo very foon after his recent lofc who can 

fay whether he might not blame him.— His 
b a. very deli&te, a very trying fituation \ how-* 
ever, I. will ccrtahtfy indulge fcim; if I csmr 
contrive to dcape for a- moment j tho* How to* 
ni$rtaf>e it I know not, without" ereatmy ftfpi* 
don. I write, eyery-two or tjirfce hourt-^tW!* 
I farofr dfr, left he ihoaW forget v*at* is due 

^feoth, to 3s and himfdf. . Thfc is the^ wenttek 
a*y of toe? fever* the dbflor permits me* to: 
hope to-morrow may produce ackangeferthe- 
better; he has found (bme fktotatMe ffatp 
tgrns.—Ah, Heaven grant hi* cortjeftftre may 
b<weU grounded 1 I really begin to fear &fe- 
fatitare of mind: and' body wHF %£ laft fce tod- 
much for me.;, writiijg to you^ toLord'AfhV 
brook, andndw to tord Ofmond. Indeed, in* 
deed* I am not able to ga tnrough with i^ and 

yet how refufe? it would' be inhuman. 

My apprehenitons for Lord Lemfter complete 
nor dotrefe. Never was man in fiich deep* ftchr 
heart-rending afflftiwl He fits byirer bedftjfc 
like the pifture of death; his eyes &t«d*npoir 

. h#, watching every motion of her pate^hough 
inimhely lovely couedxnance; every breath fte 
draws, trembling fcflrit (hould be the fafc • 
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I would gladly believe, my dear mother, fince 
ihc has been able to bear fo much, (he may yet 

get over it ; what think you ?— — But alas, 

her fate will no doubt be decided before I can 
have your-dnfwer to mjy qjkefti^n. -I Write this 
in her apartment. I have prevailed on my lord 
to lye down, and the dear angel is in a fweet 

{lumber ; thftt Ac miy' w*c reiftOied 

I will not clofe this till fhe wakes, that I may 
tell you what effect her deep has produced. 

AgAiiil fc&e ftp mf pexv t^tfk HeaVeti ihef 
isrt<trtti*tybmw. *Tba daftor has juffe been 
hcWi *^ i»4r* J «fflirarAit 1^, <** h* bid fee ■ 
h&p* Chfe itttfratagv expert * happy cfe&igv by 
t<**Hom#: Atoi w*a* delightful new) l^wfcrft 
a ^^^k^dffii^e^^tft ^/afll >«#ob my lord^ 
hfKeVwVMtfe *» ffokh'a* ; pp*W« <^rr«aled 
tl^e danger (he has been in. This I pct^xdiaH^ 
cj^e^t&'&otte* t& 46.*~&b&iii tali* aid 
c^jtt^T*c#^^ - 

hatftl jWSIfed-itt h*& : « ■'• ■ ; 

• f iB&ve' jtfft firit rfrdUlWluJr* Ofiwdy *>* 
irifcgm Kte'&c i^tette^ 

s - ;. :.':.;, , . * // - ^eweii; 

: '- l '• ' "' S."Sii#fii. '"• 

;.*- :;,"•"•■ *r a ' " 
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Z, E TIE R L3L 
The StAme to the Same. 



jReJOK 



[CE with qs» my r<dear Madam; I - tjie 
fears of death are over i— our ^ngel J^cinda. is 
'declared out of danger » her fever Jto left her, 
and we are now as happy as we have for near 
a tedious month been uiiferable;--wear^ ftfli 
however ordered to Wp h*i< e* Wfflfjy qui$t, 
for fear of a relapfe> which 9tigbt m^^ t weak. 
fbte be fatal. '• • •':•!•-.• .^f/ 

I had an interview laft night, with . Jxnpd Of- 
mond •, — he camfc here difguifed, pr* teaKijujgJ&e 
tad fome particular bufinefs;— <he really re- 
xjuired no other than what Jhe change his afflic- 
tion, and dreadful fufpence had made, upon 
him. I proteft, I think ffhould hardly have 
known him, had he come in his ufual drefs; 

« -'tis not in my power to tell you all that 

pafled ; but I made a point of his leaving Lon- 
don ; — he would not hear of it ; then faid I, 
expect no more fervices from me :— he ftarted I 
—I am perfectly fcrious, faid I ; and certain I 
am, my dear Lucinda would never pardon 
this indifcrction, did fhe know it ; # you are 
no ftranger to the delicacy of her fentiments $ 
— believe me, did flbe know of your being 
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m \6vtxi at thishmt) it w6uld 'not raife you ifr 
her cfteem. ,>} ' : ' ' - - J - ■>•'•" 

"I have one propofal to make, faid he, 
grafping my hands In his with eagernefs ; fay 
mrbeft, my deareft friend* will you agree to 
it ? artid I hfere OBtnV hoptaii' premift to ftt off 

• the momeht yotrhave; indulged me."'-r'N6 f 
ihdfeed,' replied l\ I will promife nothing blind- 
ly-,-— ^ let m* hear it, howev**; I would * 
hope Lord Ofmond can make no improper re-- 
queft.-^-^- He hefitated j '- ettnfeious * I paid rhito 
a compliment he -did not merit *— at laft puf-~ 

' tmg ori ont of hid moft ftckteing looks ;~"Lct 
me » jiift ! fete ■' my « angel tucinda - for one fingle 

• viomeftttT * -"••"' •' *•*-••• '• v ' " - ,.• 

See her ! cried I, my Lord, 1 in aftontfhment ; 
—'-you 1 cannot be ferious : See her! did you fay ? 
— I -befeech you, convince me I mifunderftootT 

• you l-^Hiel was confounded, nor knew* what to 
anfw^r, *yet> woidd not retittffc.^-" I- did iidt> 
jneah, fdtd* h€\ , : rec«^eringi himfelf, the dear; 

' creafct*rd fttfuld fee me,' oir know I had been fo 

VkffediMli entreat you is, to tet me fee he*, 

*and 1 %1U thai* iftftant leave London, nor pro- 

fiime tc* return tiftauthorxfed by my Lord or 

you/* ' • • 4 • ' • • 

Thirds abfolute madhefl, replied* IV Kowir 

h pbffibfe, : 'ftippofitog I were inclmai to indulge 

you ? — Oh ! leave that to me;, cried he; leav$ 

that to trif care; <©nly fay I have your perttiit 

Hon ; -i- arid ^n f > every other aft ion of my Kfej 

you (hall govern me." — Oh, 'tis fine talking) 

cried J^but let us hear* hpw you propofe to 

"manage this-tafincfe ? «*Why, to tell you the 

Nj 
t. 
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17 point except gaining your copfct/V-Xgu 
,****»&;**, tried 1,--^! T» W«^, fsddhe* 
-r-r-J3ir. & is #>y pgrtfeptar jErpcnd * F°P W 8 
fcaf^v fup^fc Js^wtaf tefttten^gd &y W0& 
th?t I jsoW AifbKr t ^<SWW« WW &#» *f 

ftta, wb* he tluftght, tfi h»r *!»?&*> f— ifio 
*ot Agrt* my Atar Mbdws jtekm iww* **« 
fiwu a boy i^itm c^fttftdy «wk^by.q*y 
4va¥y? j>e knew tfet tcrro w N*fch J WMnf- 
tdi t wApr*~~-Itafft bi* pw»i^n to wow- 
}H^y ta» in fcfe pe** viftt, ^ ?* ftffifefffe if 
yap. vill permit we : fee fe# ww J $a§ ^«J 
Jbfili tntfedthtai-^aoir fty, frtfl ^u indulge 
me ? far on no other terras can I prowl qp 

Afld foppoft I*ord JL#infter m *o dtfeover 
ypu, frid J..—" Nq fear pf k, qpne in the 
feaft}" cried he, haftily ioteranptipg par, aqd 
fearing to We the gno«o4 be ftno^fl b* tad 
gained. -1-I canacfr poffibly give nay qoflfept, m& 
Xerd, &id I;— — but if you vW op 9? ojttar 
tern* a& wkfc propriety, if you sir? dftermita- 
•ed to tawd the difplf ftftre ot k&i jm FPflW 
fierfttftde j»e* i* fe dear tjo ypM, do *s ypu 
pleafe j I find you can do it,' without my pg?- 
jpM^---Q»gh* it not to fufipt th^t y w flow 
know (he ifk. betfcer ?—r-H¥h«: ivptffd ypjj^ tyyt 
green for this frtpHtgeace font* d*y***g)Pt ? 

#4h, Madam Pf-rr-aod, Ah, wyJE*rdJ 
flpfao'd I.-*-" H<«r crud, tow upfciod is thfcJ 
pried he 1 fercly, fordy, the requeft is not fe 
yery improper as yon would f*i&*de iM*"-^ 
A fcrvant now entered to teU m* Lpr4 taofi*? 
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was alking for me : Begone, my Lord, faid 

1 — for Heaven's fake, begorit I and as you va- 
lue my poor friend's peace of mind, be not 
hurried into any impropriety of conduit j—— 

leave town write from the country ta my 

Lord,-— afic bk pjrnwflyn to murnv in a 

lew weeks you may do it without fcruple $—— 
I truft we fhall by that time be able to admit 
your vifits ; — leave me now, I intreat you ; you 
fhall hear from mt &hqmmtow ©iprning, on 
condition you promife me now upon your ho* 
sour, that you will fet off that very hour. 

My Lord unwillingly confented, and r$lu£fc- 
aotfy hurried out, of the fco^fe^i fewest* 
«ay word with him* having jpft feat a? 90$* to 
uh hJmlhecontiiMMs better, and to pr*6 his 
departure }~-4 truft he is by (hit time of* fcis 
jaurusy— — Adieu. 

Yo*r'Mm f 

N 4 ' ' ... 
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LETTER LXI. 



The Same to the Same. 



KJ THESE men f— — the very beft of th6ta 
are obftina*e, fclf-will'd animals. Would you 
believe it, after all I told you m my larf, Lord 
Ofinond actually .pot his fcheme in execution ? 
True as you are alive, he came with the 
Doctor in the character of a brother phyfician! 
To prevent Lord Leinfter's being alarmed at 
feeing one he did not expe&, Doclor H. faid 
as he entered, They were going together to a 
confutation, and he had taken the liberty to 
bring him in, rather than let him wait in the 
carriage.— My Lord only bovtlfe in anfwer to 
this fpeech, too eager to know what he thought 
of his lovely patient to pay much attention to 
it ; — for my part, I was ready to fink into the 
6arth, for I guefled at once who it was, though 
the room was too dark to fee him. — They both 
fdt her pulfe. — Think of Lord Ofmond's teme- 
rity, in daring thus to trufthimfelf ! — He fpoke 
not, however $ but I faw him in the attitude 
of gazing on her. His looks I could not fee, 
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and happy was k for hiin. I am lure* they 
were not; fince I am pofitive they muft have 
betrayed him* - I *as conlbled, however, for 
the alarm he had thuigrVen me, by the Doftor's 
affurtog us, «« Wehid nothing farther to ap* 
prehend ;-r-that he honed, in a very few days,' 
fhe might fit up occafionaHyV^adding,** he 
expefted to hear of her. having eat a* chicken 
when he returned. "— May we a&ually let her 

have one?. cried I, f delighted. " I order 7 

it, faid he ; fo' pray mind that I am obeyed." 
— " Indeed, (aid my fweet Ludnda* P fihd ; 
xnyfelf perfc&ly difpofed to obey you,"Dbftof r 
for I am really hungry/' — Heaven be praifed ! 

laid I, my love " Amen ! amen !" — cried? 

Lord Leinfter, preiCng her hand to his delight*. 
«d heart. 

Lord Ofmond took* hi* companion by the 
arm, and hurried him out of the room, unable 
to fhuxlit any longer .-^Happy ivas I when he 
was fairly gone. 

All our lorrow is now turned into joy, cay 
spirits are quite reftored, my Lpiii is in exta~- 
fies, and my Lucinda,. one can hardly doubt,- 
has had forae pleating reveries*— Dfear creature 1 
.they were no iboner out of the houfe than her 
chicken was ordered, and flie really picked ar. 
bone or two* . as if fhe had known who had 
been prefent when* it wUr ordered^ My poor 
cramp* finger$ may now, . thank Heaven,*: take 
a reft. Do not expeft me to write again this 
age. You have only now to fuppofe me fitting 
by my beloved, chatting quietly, and endea- 
vouring to amufc her^-Lord Lcinfter gazing on- 
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*s bth vftk fond ddight ;~yw, on berth,— 
Could you then fiippofe I fca?e loft ground i* . 
his heart by my attention to his darting ?— «% 
bo, my dear mother, I haw a ftrewd fufpir 
eion he has a reward in fttec fop spe, which I 
will honeftiy confefs wiU amply repay me * w4 
I fear—- yes, I fear nothing, nothing led w& 
content me ■ A dieu. 

Affo&onately yotor'*, 
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J. HAVE received a moft penetential epiftte 
from Lord Ofinond ; yet the creature has the 
face to declare he would * fin again in the fame 
manner, were it in his power. He is now at 
•his country feat, where he promifes me he will* 
flay till I give him leave to return. The reft 
©f his letter, you may fuppofe, is filled with 
tender enquiries for his* beloved}, thanks for 
xny friendly care of her, &c. &c>— and be- 
feeching my interceffion with* her, and my 
Lord, in' his^ favour. I believe it will re- 
quire no great ftock of clequencc to pjead hi* 
caufe- 

Lucind* now fits up two or three hours 
every day, and eats her chicken with a good 
, grace. She is lovely beyond expreffion. We 
have not yet feid a word on a certain fubjeft. 
Her looks, indeed, begin to make fome enqui- 
ries 5 tot it is time enough yet; the fubjeft; 

is rather too interefting at prefent. — Willing, 
however, to tell her what I fancied Would be a 1 
more effectual cordial than any her Doftor 
could order for her, I told her this morning,, 
oa hcr^ aflting for Lord i^fhbrook, , that he ha A- 
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left England* and wiflied her happy— A fweet 
Wufh aif furprife and joy inftantly covered her 
beautiful cheek. — Let this fuffice at prcfimt, 
my love, fidd 1 1 tomorrow we will talk far- 
ther on this, as well as fome other pleafiag 
ftbje&i you have only to get well—- —She 
prefied my hand to her lips^ and again the 
lilies refumed their place.-— I muft leave you 
a moment. 



i * 
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In Ca» t 1 n u a t*i on. 



1 WAS interrupted, and could not till now 
find leifure to finifh this letter, though it was 
begun three or four days ago * during that time 
my lovely patient is fijrprifingly recovered. Her 
mind is now at eafe — her profpe&s brighten* 
This has infinitely more effeft: than all the Doc- 
tor's prefcriptions, though, I believe few have 
f more knoweledge in their profeffion than the 
phyfician who attended her. 

This morning as we fat chatting in h£r dreff- 
ing-room, for fhe left her bed-room the day be- 
fore, my Lord entered with a letter open on hi* 
hand, and a fweet fmile on his fine expreffive 
countenance- — "Luanda* my love, {aid hc^ 
fitting down by her,, and fondly taking her hand, 
do you think you are in fpirits Sufficient to he%r 
me read this epiftie 2—- It i& from a particular 
friend' ot ours, who is anxious to hear of you$ 
recovery.** She inftantly, I could perceive} 
guefled from whom it came, by her changing co- 
lour while he Ipoke, and her vifible emotion^ 
«• Do not let me flurry you,, my bfcfi: beloved j— * 
(hall I wait fome other opportunity ? — an hour 
or two hence?,— -If you plcafe*my Lord, faid 
1 1 for I found fhe could not artf cuVtc a wordv 

Smell to this bottle, my* dear, giving 

mine to herj the room is rather warm* fuppafe 
jou open that window, niy Lord/ and give us a 
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little air. ' I really feared fhe would faint ;— 
however, this precaution faved her from it. " F 
believe you was right, my dear friend; faid (hs 9 
bluihing again from a oaafdoasfeding-; the ropm, 
» as you fay, was indeed very clofe ; — I wonder it 
did not fooner occur to me. I am now much 
better, my Lord, and think I can attend to 
yon." tie krflcd her cheek, and began to read 
It. It ctatarned only a thoufand anxious encmi- 
rie* for hor heahb ; yet they were exprefled in 
fo affeftjng a marwer, that 1 was agam obliged 
to oflfer my fate} —I mean the part we heard -of 
it— for I found Jhe bad not fpirfts to hear the 
whole ; and therefore gave my Lord a wink* 
finperctfred by her, wiuch lie eaSty underftood, ' 
and putting it in his pocket, faid, fie had. forgot. 
fceltaAff Umebufipefe to xto juft then ; but would 
ipen. Afpatdi it, and return to usr-ywe feotrfd 5 
*hen heat thcreft pf it.— He left n£ 

M Ah* my dear, friend 1 1 cried ffie, as "foon 
t* he was gone, and Iteming r her head, on my 
bofom, what, moft my father think of your poor 
weak liocmda ?"— — T&ak n\y Jovel wjbjf,. 
that yow are: ail angel!- — ,wtiat elfc can he 

think fc * Oh, : yon are very gpod*;but fure- 

ly he m^ftrhave thought my be^ayipujrjn&now 
ifery e^rifcraoixKnary. Hb# wilt h$ a^cpqnj for 
miy being ftxjnucn affe&ed' at. hearing, of ierd 

©finond 7 ? 1 *— Ve*y eafifly, re^Eed Iv^^ta* 5 
Jrthimiatodicwhotefecreti ..;'.. 

^ Good Hbavens V e^daimcdfR^vhifl^Kir 
Afreet fece in nrf 'bread* wnaVpTtlyoa teB mfe? 
-^toU my fither alt!— Ah, I {&& w.wr &Mfafe* 
' " ijeefc & eye* agatfft?-r flSaU'H toyffci^ii& 
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cpnfpjbn," Indeed yw »*ed flot, my dear 
creature; he appreves, he applauds your whefc 
conda&. He only waft* 9 proper time to pro- 
lent Lord Ofmond to you as the aaa* of iw 
choice. She could not fpeafc. I feU her tears*: 
dropping qn me. I did pot attempt to flop 
the? coflrfe, but fuffered h*r to give them free 
¥^at. In a few minutes <he ?*tfed her bead, 
and ckfping her hands together, with looks of 
of aftoni&mcst, ami ae if ftill doubting her 
feirfes, c*i*d* " Qh Heavens ! is * fttffible ?— 
mpy i believe ypq ?— can k be ?-*-ajid does Lord 
Ofipond ftill vifh it ?"— Poes he, wy love U- 
ycjs; I coufd give yon foch proofs of his aflec- 
upn aft wquW f^move dw* pretty doubt * hut^E 
beJieve I may faye myfelf thai trouble* mating 
4* I fpofce * J do ho* belie?* it fe anpdegree 

We wwltafced on the ii#ereft»ng futjcA wkb 
freedom ; and on my Lord's return, continued 
the co^yafaUon. She ira» mgch flooded for 
ft>me time ; however, it wore off hy degrees* 
Indeed, bf* L*>rdft fc's m****** Ht fttee* Mtth 
WW 39 the occaftofl, qouW ppt, MK*<* jftfpfcfca 
pseper confidence* He Smflttd the letter. It 
i^atawed apotogfe* for ' hi* prefutfwng & easlp 
to m^to his foiKi hop*» ;^he WMlpfing 
the 4nr objefl of his t^pdemft aflfeap**$-*«he 
^puJdwwt my I^tfethw^-altheiq^doi^ 
WTO peemjftw* ft>|»F; hisxdpe&s to. hjm* that fae 
4tigbt 19 perfofi flwrasrtfdete him on the*' im- 
^s*»y fif ^ dmA^w -fejsi^l^pr adMled^lmn. He 
.wwrfd «at alfc the tetffcfeeft ffttetafa* tfll 
bis Lordfliip thought proper , nor would he even 
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come to town without thus entreating his leave, 
though he was miferahle at fo cruel a diftance? 
nor being able to hear of her dear health fo fre- 
quently as he wi(hed. 

" Now, my Lucinda, laid his Lordfliip, looks* 
ing tenderly on her, what anfwer fliall I give to 
all this ? (hall we indulge him ? I confefs I ad** 
mire his delicacy, fince he might, in fac>, come- 
to town without our content ; for he is certainly 
his own matter — what iky you* my love ? w * 

She eaft down her fweet eyes, and only fatd, 

M Your Luciflda, my Lord, has no wHl but 

your*s ; and happy, thrice happy does fee think 

herfelf io being thus bletied with the- moft be- 

. loved* the moft indulgent of fathers, on-whofe 

Judgment, h> all thingsy me can with unbound*- 

:*d confidence #ely." He prefled her to his 

heart. «« Suppofe then, my gentle, ^ my amiable 

jLucindfe, we permit him to meet us at Bath ? 

Doctor H. has «dvtfed me to take you there 

for a few weeks, as he thinks the waters will: 

.fooner than any thing' reftore your health and 

-ftrength." * If you pleafe, my Ler<L" " Vtfty- 

.well* my dfear, I will ihftantly write to him ; 

;and. yon and yout^ ami^blfe friend maj, as fb6n 

as yot* chink you are able : to undertake the jour- 

ptfi order preparations* to bewade -for it . We 

will make fhorfcfta^es* and, I'iruft 8 , eventhfe 

.journey itielf witlc be of fervke'.to yoiif -What 

*hink ypu, nrydear Mifi Sebtyu* turning to ititf, 

•and: kindly tafcmf myhantf* you fee I takt 

t^-Hwrty to inclaa\e you in 'obf party^ Witt>oot 

: consulting either your inclinalioa or coiiVenien- 
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cy ? may I flatter myfelf you can indulge us 
without doing violence to either ?" 

Indeed you may, my Lord, replied I ; and 
woefully mortified I (hould have been I can tell 
you, had you done otherwife. Jie killed my 
hand now, which I had quite forgot to with- 
draw, and (aid a thoufand flattering things which 
I am not vain enough to repeat, though no "one 
of them was loft upon me. I-have treafured 
them all up in my memory, in cafe I fhould 
ever grow diffident of mj perfections ; I have 
only, in that cafe, to call them to mind, and my 
liurfiility will vanilh in a trice. 

Luanda looked delighted ; and, i' believe, 
from- that moment fet me down as nearly related 
to her. In a few days we talk of fettjgg out 
for Bath. She is impatient, you m*y well be* 
lieve, to try the efficacy of the waters. Her 
phyfician will be there to receive her. What a 
meeting! 

Farewel — Do not expeft to hear from me 
again, till wc are fettled, at Bath, 

* 
Ever yoort 

S, Selwyn. 
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IETTU LOT. 
. Tn% San* to mt StUB. 

. tVe arrived hare fiuoe days ago, my clear 
mother, after an agreeable journey. We tia- 
.*clle4 flow, the weather was remarkably fine 
[ and mild for the feafou, jp>d our lovely patient 
' was confidently better before we reached the 
end wf it* Her lively and chearfiil, her charm- 
. ing father was of courfe delighted beyond ex* 
preffiwi, as well as your fair daughter. Lord 
Ofmond had got the ftartof us by near a week, 
and had prepared a honfe and -every accommo- 
dation for our reception. Could we do leis than 
fhorten the term- of his probation in return for 
this polite attention i— Lord Leinfter and I few 
him* the moment we arrived. Even- out meet- 
ing was abundantly aSfe/ting; but you muft 
have been z witneft to it to form an idea of 
that between him and the timid, the Huflnng, 
yet unfpeakably happy Lucinda :— Uf fpite of all 
the courage flic could aflume, all the precau- 
tion we could both devife to prevent her being 
too much flurried, her father no iboner enter- 
ed leading in ht3 Lordfhip, and prefenting him 
to her; be at the fame inftant throwing hunfelf 
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on hjs kncps before her, and refjxclfully faking 
her hand, l£an flic jfejl ILfd^fi U^to my sp« 9 
wfco Apod r$ady (o fupport her, fparlng ,what 
might happen. I fcad fomc drops at pan4 : 
thefe presently brought ^cr ip life, and we were 
m a fpw minutes fo^r qf the hanpieft people 09 
the fa<<e of the evA- I W fp £ear<fijy &* pf 
Sffqriptian, pnd rep^t^^ Jo^e Ipeedb^^ Vhjf$i> 
, ajftcp afflj pyfffsj little pleafiir-e, except to the 
Parties immediately concerned, that ypu mqft 
jsxcufe me if J give it up. "."*... 

'-. Suffa£ it $o fry, «hat Lord Ofmopd had no 
reafon to be diffatisfied witfi his recpprTon % on 
the copti$ry, I thouchf he w^uld aftgafy* lofe 
his fe?fcs. jSe wa$ tranfport<pd, faid and did 
tep thpufahd filh tbjngs, a$ipycrs£^er^v$}p f 
.1 jpref^ej y£t his adored tudnjia .thought, I 
beliey?, he ^eyer appeared tp g?£tf *r *Aym* 
tag$. 

In fine, we only now wait a decent time for 
compleating their felicity ; .and what will, they 
fay, ccmfiderably add to it, I have promifed to 
give your dadjfeter's hand to Lord Lebifter, 
on the day l»<pnda beft^wtd her's on the be- 
loved Lord ^Qfmond ; that is, on a prefiimp- 
tion that you my deareft mrther do not ftep in 
to forbid the banjos. Pray c$>fefve, I take k 
heinoufly ill, if fb\i do ; and* Lord Leinfter, I 
am certain; will never ferglv^ k. You, are, I 
flatter myfelf, aftonlfhed beyond meafure at 
what I now tell you, having (uppofed aM I have 
occafionally faid on this lubjoSt before a mere 
joke ; if yon are not, I fhall be horridly difap* 
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pointed, as I enjoy not' a little the agreeable fur- 
prife into which I hoped it would throw you. \ 

After drinking the waters here for about 
. three weeks, or a month, we talk of making 
you a vifit, that Lord Ldnfter may pay His ret- 
pefts, and aflc your confent in proper form- 
How do you like this part of our pfcm ?— JLofd 
Ofmond in treated in fo nwvtng y £> imfiftible 'a. 
manner, permiffion to be of the party, that* I 
have fomc notion, his petition will be granted. 
Ton may therefore* my dear mother, he mat- 
ing what preparations you think neceflary for 
our reception.. 

All the world are here at prefent \ but we 
eooing turtles trouble our heads very little about 
them, , We are ail the world ' to each other. 
And to, my beloved mother, having 'thus told 
you the needful, as old Wilfon fays, I remain, 
as ufual, your ever ever affectionate daughter, 



p» Sr Selwtn. 
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LETTER LXIV. 
The Same to the Same. 



pO you really,. were moft joyoufly furprHed, 
my dear mother! — That Js quite delightful It^- 
You had fet all I ba<f formerly faidf o£ the con- 
queflt J.had made as no more than merschit, 
chat, T by w#y pf ekeing ouCan epffile n[pw,apd 
then. „ l.thougjit ijjo, an<l wifli'd you fhpu!4. 

Our, 'beautiful Lucinda is abfpUitely t^n time? 
more Beautiful than ever 5 but it js no wonder ; 
for 'till now ihe^ never was fo'compleatly happy; 
and I prbmife you, a heart at cafe is a prodigi- 
ous enjivener of the countenance ; it beats 

Warren's miikftf'rojis all to nothing. 

As for my fair felt, I am quite ^ new creature. 
Lord Leinfter is perpetually miftaking me for an 
angel Judge then how I jftuft be changed. 
Upon myiionour, this making love is the moft 
amufing thing in nature. And then we are all 
fo perfect in it, it would do your heart good to 
fee us. I telL Lucjnda my , Lord has infinitely 
finer talents thin &rV, but fhe denies it. Her 
health is reftored, or very near it. Her beauty, 
as I told you before, improved aftoniihisgly. 
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In about ten days we talk of bidding this butt- 
ling place adieu. You may therefore expert us ac- 
cordingly ; for we have not changed our plan ; 
—and as foon after our arrival as jfropricty will 
admit, we fliall trouble our good friend Mr. Pe- 
ters to put on his fall regimentals, that he may 
transform his favourite Luanda, and your favou- 
rite Sophia, from a pair of infignificant fpinfters 
into a pair of wives. Heavens, what a tranf-. 
formation! — a greater, I ; verily think, there 
cannot well, be, nor. a more agreeable. You 
know, of old I am apt to fpeak my. mind. 

Afl berfc—drf not ffiiffafce fhe^I meiri oHly 
myfetf and iftreie more; defire rise td preferit 
tfiefr very tell ttfpt&s. t beg 1 for 1 thetti a gracf- 
o\& tetfytititL And' : tttosj. tiif 4 deir mqthdy 
wtt& z'ft&tt atorf JbeaJ Wlig&t a* i fdrther>, Y&iL 
you arffefr. Ofcgtt^iiprtb'dr^a tear at the ' 
ttfottght tfta* th& maV; irf ' ill human mdbabtf i§, 

berieMtiffieliki^ " :i \ '": 



. ;.. c.»,83As-fc»Ti*t; 
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